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President’s Message Winter 2020

Nate Bremer, APS President and Director – Reedsville, Wisconsin
While much of the world continues to wrestle with
the pandemic and numerous other issues, I hope our
members have been able to enjoy peony related activities as a safe and enjoyable recreational activity. While
many gardeners focus on spring as being “peony season”, autumn is of equal or greater interest for those
who dig, divide, graft, collect seed, plant and prepare
for the coming growing season.
The American Peony Society’s mission is to provide
educational opportunities and support activities which
improve the ‘peony’. Through programs, publications,
electronic media, events and cultivar registration, the
society strives to accomplish this mission. First and foremost, the American Peony Society strives to bring people and the peony together. Unfortunately, many
people are no longer closely connected to the natural world and more so plants.
So, how can our society better connect peonies and people?
What we do know is almost everyone enjoys viewing peonies in bloom, but
this is generally a hands-off activity which involves no long-term involvement.
Ultimately, generating interest through first hand involvement (hands-on) is more
likely to create a lasting impression, leading to a greater chance of developing a
long-term connection. Logically this would indicate APS needs to provide more
than flower viewing activities. Thus, providing opportunities to grow seed, purchase and propagate plants, exhibit flowers and attend workshops are of high importance. The fall season involves the greatest volume of peony related activity and
finding ways to provide opportunities during this busy period will be the challenge. Below is an example of what is possible.
Peonies are wonderful long-lived plants. Digging a clump or two of a favorite
herbaceous peony and dividing them to share with others is a great way to “share
the love”. While this activity does require a time commitment and may cause some
anxiety (if you have not divided peonies before) it can provide many interesting
opportunities. As an example, root systems are incredibly diverse in size, shape,
color and even scent! More and more members are sharing their experiences and
introducing others to the joy of this activity.
Recently, a member shared images with me of roots from a single hybrid cross
they grew from APS seed, all of which had differently colored roots. Some roots
were yellow, others red and yet others lavender! These plants were being dug to
be divided and to be shared with neighbors – certainly anyone receiving them
will become more interested in peonies. The neighbors were invited to assist in
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digging and dividing, a perfect educational opportunity/memory and one that will
live on in their gardens. All said, peony flowers are wonderful, but there is much
more to peonies than their springtime display.
As the American Peony Society moves forward, I encourage anyone interested in becoming more involved with the Society’s inner workings to contact me.
There is likely something that will interest you and at the same time be of great
service to the Society!
All the best,
Nate Bremer

Bulletin Board
Membership Renewals. January is just around the corner and
many membership subscriptions will come due. A number of new
options are available for receiving the Bulletin – including online reading through the APS Member Portal! If you are a current
member, a subscription renewal notice will arrive via email from
the APS website (make sure APS is white listed in your email program). Renewals can be made through signing on to the website
and proceeding to MY ACCOUNT to make payment with your credit
card. Renewing ensures you continue to receive benefits like the
Bulletin, access to the Member Portal, Convention opportunities,
auctions and other great information through APS.
Seed Donation. The winter chill may be here, but it’s not too late
to send seeds to the APS Seed Program! Scott Parker, APS’ Seed
Program Chair is busy organizing and readying seeds for sale and
distribution in 2021. Donations of seeds allow many gardeners to
experience growing peonies in an entirely new way and help to
support APS’ educational initiatives. Grow a peony seed – experience something no one else has ever seen!
Bulletins through the Hathi Trust Library. David Michener, APS
Director, has been busy working out the details which will allow
members to access past Bulletins online through the Hathi Trust
Library. This exciting and valuable feature will be available in 2021
through the APS’ Member Portal. Many of the earliest Bulletins will
be available, among other scanned APS copyrighted material. b
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Social Media. The APS Social Media Team has been busy this year
through APS’ Facebook, Instagram, and Pinterest platforms. If you
are looking for the most up-to-date information concerning APS
activities, or simply would like to share and converse concerning
peonies, join the fun by visiting our Social Media sites.
Article & Image Donations. The APS Bulletin is one of the benefits all of our members enjoy and the Editorial Group is always
looking for new articles and supporting images. Reading about
different peony related experiences and perspectives are the “attracting force” for our Bulletin. Please consider becoming involved
through a donation of an article and/or images. Kim Bremer, Editorial Group Leader, welcomes all inquiries and submissions and
would enjoy hearing from you (kbremer@tm.net). Articles and
images may easily be submitted through the APS Member Portal
under Contribute>Submit Articles or Submit Images.
New Peony Cultivar Registration Directory. APS Member Hybridizers have been busy this year and their efforts will be on display in
the New Peony Cultivar Registration Directory. All APS Members
will be receiving this through the mail as part of their current membership. Enjoy and see what’s new on the “Peony Horizon”.
The deadline for the next Issue of the Bulletin is
January 11, 2021.

APS Members – A Group of Giving People

APS feels fortunate to have had numerous giving members, who have provided a wide range of donations in 2020. Donors have provided articles,
images, time, talent, auction donations, monetary donations, educational
opportunities, cultivar registrations, seeds, program leadership/assistance,
convention planning and numerous other examples of goodwill. Our Society is made up of a diverse group and individual members give as they
can, making for a vibrant plant society. With this exceptional involvement,
APS has seen growth in breadth, scope and quality – all benefiting the peony world. The American Peony Society wishes to thank each donor for
their efforts, no matter how large or small.
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Renew Your Membership
with the American Peony Society

Now with More Flexible Membership Options for 2021!
New Membership Perks
• Online access the latest APS Bulletin*
• Past Bulletins and historic content available online through the Hathi Trust Library*
• New web portal with educational content, member resources and information
*Available beginning January 1, 2021 in the member portal

New for Commercial Members
• New expanded profiles on our “Where to Buy Peonies” website page
• Social media referrals growers’ online profiles
• Advertising opportunities in the popular Directory of New Cultivars
• Growing 700+ membership base for advertising and networking
Renew online at americanpeonysociety.org or mail
your application today!
(Details on membership form)

Jim Sampson - Mt. Hood, Oregon

The application of molecular
genetic research continues to
expand exponentially across a
plethora of life forms: microbial,
zoological, and botanical. This
accelerating state of the art for
submicroscopic investigation of
the genetic molecules DNA and
RNA (some viruses have RNA
genomes) was originally the domain of a very limited pool of
laboratory based specialists in
well funded and well equipped
laboratories. Today the tools are
faster, cheaper, and hugely more
productive in terms of both cost
and rate of assays produced
per unit of time. This has made

hands on investigations accessible to graduate and even undergraduate students in universities
around the world. Recently, Cullen Shaffer at the University of
Arkansas used the technology to
investigate the peony virus complexes that comprise Lemoine’s
Disease. Additionally, there have
been several student investigations at Hamilton College in
Clinton, New York, where Professor A. P. Saunders made historic
crosses of Paeonia species; a garden of his hybrids is part of the
campus (see the article on the
Root Glen). These researchers
may yet reveal the true parental

A photo of the chromosomes of the intersectional hybrid, Garden Treasure in the metaphase of mitosis with the chromosomes numbered and highlighted in red (N = 30)
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lineages of the famous Saunders
peonies.
Peony lovers, like other plant
aficionados, have long desired
to understand the evolution of
and relationships within their
favorite genus, Paeonia. My
personal quest is to understand
the lineage and biogeography
that created the presence of our
North American disjunct species,
Paeonia brownii and Paeonia
californica, an apparent speciation that implies a shared geologic history with other endemic
disjunct species of the Pacific
Northwest such as our orphaned
Vine Maple, Oregon Grape Holly
and Myrtle Wood trees, (among
other regional examples) from
their most similar relatives in
East Asia.
The application of comparative analyses by using macroscopically observable features
(morphotype or phenotype), an
organism’s natural or artificially possible modes of reproduction, reproductive organs, and
progeny has been the traditional
methodology for inferring genus
and species rank. Indeed, the
most widely accepted definition
of species continues to be, “an
interbreeding population whose
offspring maintain the characteristics of its parents.” For centuries taxonomists have used
reproductive characteristics as

the essential and primary source
from which to infer phylogenetic
relationship. Today the most definitive analysis of relatedness is
performed at the subcellular level with comparison of the molecules of heredity themselves,
DNA and RNA.
Notwithstanding the accuracy
promised by molecular genomics, it’s obligatory to acknowledge the level of agreement between earlier taxonomies and
the most recent ones.
Alice
Harding, Col. F. C. Sterns, and
Josef Halda all produced phylogenies for Paeonia with scholarly
precision. Most recently, Hong
De-Yuan, Tao Sang, and Donald
R. Smith have refined and presented the most current taxonomies of the genus.
In 2010, Hong De-Yuan published
the first of his three volumes on
the classification of Paeonia, Peonies of the World: Taxonomy and
Phytogeography. This massive
monograph documented results
of his years of extensive global
field observations and statistical analysis of morphological
characteristics and included a
revised taxonomy of the genus
positing 32 species. The second
volume, published in 2011, Peonies of the World: Polymorphism
and Diversity, contains a comprehensive collection of photographs for each species and
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Phylogeny of Section Paeonia

a dichotomous key for identifi- ferent phenotypes) found within
cation and predictive polymor- a single species.
phic descriptors for seven major
organs. Hong notes that, upon Tao Sang presented his doctoral
further examination, he has dissertation, Phylogeny and Bioraised the subspecies, P. decom- geography of Paeonia (Paeoniaposita subsp. rotundiloba to full ceae) at Ohio State University in
species status as P. rotundiloba 1996. In his acknowledgements
thereby increasing his taxonomy we can recognize many promto 33 species. While continuing inent persons from the peony
the established morphological world: Hong De-Yuan, G. Ledyard
approach to classification and Stebbins, Dimitris Tzandoudawithout any molecular genetic kis, Gian L. Osti and Roy Klehm,
analysis, it is nonetheless based among many others. Sang exon rigorously empirical and sta- tensively pursued the molecular
tistical considerations. A central genomics of each species emtheme
from Hong is the exten- ploying rapidly evolving gene
‘Duchesse de Nemours’ after frost; not much can be done about the unsightly unsightly leaf
sive
polymorphism
dif- sequencing technologies and
distortion.
Disease may set(multiple
in.
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finally developing another novel taxonomy, with many species and relationships agreeing
with Hong’s, corroborating the
lineage of some species, while
disagreeing on others. A major
contribution is his revelation of
the hybrid ancestry and reticulate evolution of many of the
herbaceous species in Section
Paeonia, including evidence of
ancient extinct parent species.
Sang continued his work with
Paeonia at Michigan State University, authoring a dozen papers until 2004; he then changed
his focus to work on rice species.
Don R. Smith, the American hybridizer of several popular intersectional peonies and author
of many studies of his own, has
done a superb job comparing
and publishing the two taxonomies, with their agreements and
divergences, as well as postulating his own recommendations
for a new, unified taxonomy. I
highly recommend both of his
two slide presentations available on the APS member portal
as a logical and reader friendly
starting point to familiarize oneself with the two taxonomies and
Smith’s own proposed reconciliation of them.
If going further and pursuing the
science and methods of molecular genomics on your own, there
are excellent references and tu-

torials available online including
YouTube, Wikipedia and others.
The greatest difficulty to comprehension often stems from
the specialized terminology with
which the discipline abounds,
including the newly coined vocabulary this ever evolving science generates. A browser query made for any term or process
returns ample opportunities to
learn the new terminology and
methods. But be forewarned:
It’s a short step from the resolution of one unknown word to
discovering at least another two
more in the definition. If you’re
not afraid of going down a rabbit
hole, it’s time well spent. Gene
sequencing and DNA fingerprinting have long since passed
beyond the forensic science of
catching bad guys and exonerating good ones. That said,
there is already a wealth of online research on the molecular
genomics of diverse other genera as well as that of Paeonia,
with some available as abstracts
of research monographs, while
others are available in entirety.
Good hunting!
Editor’s note: This introduction
from Jim Sampson sets the stage
for upcoming guest articles in the
2021 APS Bulletin, where researchers will share recent discoveries
from their work in peony genetics.
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NOMENCLATURE
Reiner Jakubowski, APS Registrar — Waterloo, Ontario, Canada

The American Peony Society serves as the International Cultivar
Registration Authority for Peonies and follows the rules set forth by
the International Code of Nomenclature for Cultivated Plants in the
registration of new varieties.
Photographs and full descriptions can be found in the official Peony
Registry, maintained on the American Peony Society Website at
americanpeonysociety.org/cultivars/peony-registry.
APS publishes a separate, Annual Registry Directory with parentage, full
descriptions and photos, which will be mailed to all current members
in late December.
'Scarlet Emperor' (Suffruticosa Group) — Dot and John McFarlane, Waimate,
South Island, New Zealand

'Burning Desire' (Suffruticosa Group) — Dot and John McFarlane, Waimate,
South Island, New Zealand
'Tenebrosa' (Lutea Hybrid Group) — Roberto Gamoletti, Italy
'Rosetta' (Lutea Hybrid Group) — Roberto Gamoletti, Italy
'Ève Cournoyer' (Lactiflora Group) — Martinus Mooijekind, Saint-Stanislas-de-Kostka, QC, Canada.
'Ghislaine Brosseau' (Lactiflora Group) — Martinus Mooijekind, Saint-Stanislas-de-Kostka, QC, Canada.
'Prévention du suicide' (Lactiflora Group) — Martinus Mooijekind, Saint-Stanislas-de-Kostka, QC, Canada.
'Colonel Michel de Salaberry' (Lactiflora Group) — Martinus Mooijekind,
Saint-Stanislas-de-Kostka, QC, Canada.
'Monarque Papillon' (Lactiflora Group) — Martinus Mooijekind, Saint-Stanislas-de-Kostka, QC, Canada.
'Forest Sprite' [Herbaceous Hybrid] — Pavel Sekerka, Prague Botanical Garden, Czech Republic
'Early Caucasian' [Herbaceous Hybrid] — Pavel Sekerka, Prague Botanical
Garden, Czech Republic
'Yellow Caucasian' [Herbaceous Hybrid] — Pavel Sekerka, Prague Botanical
Garden, Czech Republic
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'Erotikon' [Herbaceous Hybrid] — Pavel Sekerka, Prague Botanical Garden,
Czech Republic
'Chlupáček' [Herbaceous Hybrid] — Pavel Sekerka, Prague Botanical Garden,
Czech Republic
'Trojan Black' (Lactiflora Group) — Pavel Sekerka, Prague Botanical Garden,
Czech Republic
'French Poppy' [Herbaceous Hybrid] — Uljana Blažková, Institute of Botany of the Czech Academy of Sciences, Průhonice / Pavel Sekerka, Czech
Republic
'Czech Poppy' [Herbaceous Hybrid] — Uljana Blažková, Institute of Botany of
the Czech Academy of Sciences, Průhonice / Pavel Sekerka, Czech Republic
'Silesian Poppy' [Herbaceous Hybrid] — Uljana Blažková, Institute of Botany of the Czech Academy of Sciences, Průhonice / Pavel Sekerka, Czech
Republic
'Blanka z Valois' (Lactiflora Group) — Uljana Blažková, Institute of Botany of
the Czech Academy of Sciences, Průhonice / Pavel Sekerka, Czech Republic
'Anna Falcká' (Lactiflora Group) — Uljana Blažková, Institute of Botany of the
Czech Academy of Sciences, Průhonice / Pavel Sekerka, Czech Republic
'Anna Svidnická' (Lactiflora Group) — Uljana Blažková, Institute of Botany of
the Czech Academy of Sciences, Průhonice / Pavel Sekerka, Czech Republic
'Alžběta Pomořanská' (Lactiflora Group) — Uljana Blažková, Institute of Botany of the Czech Academy of Sciences, Průhonice / Pavel Sekerka, Czech
Republic
'Andromeda' (Lactiflora Group) — Uljana Blažková, Institute of Botany of the
Czech Academy of Sciences, Průhonice / Pavel Sekerka, Czech Republic
'Cassiopeia' (Lactiflora Group) — Uljana Blažková, Institute of Botany of the
Czech Academy of Sciences, Průhonice / Pavel Sekerka, Czech Republic
'Moonlight Sonata' (Lactiflora Group) — Uljana Blažková, Institute of Botany
of the Czech Academy of Sciences, Průhonice / Pavel Sekerka, Czech
Republic
'Noble Carmen' (Lactiflora Group) — Uljana Blažková, Institute of Botany of
the Czech Academy of Sciences, Průhonice / Pavel Sekerka, Czech Republic
'Salamander' (Lactiflora Group) — Uljana Blažková, Institute of Botany of the
Czech Academy of Sciences, Průhonice / Pavel Sekerka, Czech Republic

396-15

'Dian Chun Zi' (Lactiflora Group) — Xiuxin Zhang, Shunli Wang, Jingqi Xue,
Xiuxia Ren, all of the Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences, Haidian
District, Beijing, China
'Hua Yue Dian Chun' (Lactiflora Group) — Xiuxin Zhang, Jingqi Xue, Shunli
Wang, Xiuxia Ren, all of the Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences,
Haidian District, Beijing, China
'Mo Lou Dian Chun' (Lactiflora Group) — Xiuxin Zhang, Shunli Wang, Jingqi
Xue, Yuqian Xue, all of the Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences,
Haidian District, Beijing, China
'Nong Yuan Yu Guan' (Suffruticosa Group) — Xiuxin Zhang, Shunli Wang,
Junfeng Fan, Huiting Ci, all of the Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences, Haidian District, Beijing, China
'Nong Dian Fan Hong' (Suffruticosa Group) — Xiuxin Zhang, Shunli Wang,
Fengjian Li, Xiuxia Ren, Rong Liu, all of the Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences, Haidian District, Beijing, China
'Nong Dian Qian Hong' (Suffruticosa Group) — Xiuxin Zhang, Jingqi Xue,
Junfeng Fan, Yuqian Xue, Fang Wang, all of the Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences, Haidian District, Beijing, China
'Nong Yuan Die Yu' (Suffruticosa Group) — Xiuxin Zhang, Jingqi Xue,
Yantong Shi, Xiaoping Wang, all of the Chinese Academy of Agricultural
Sciences, Haidian District, Beijing, China
'Nong Yuan Lou Lan' (Suffruticosa Group) — Xiuxin Zhang, Jingqi Xue, Xiuxia Ren, Rong Liu, all of the Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences,
Haidian District, Beijing, China
'Nong Yuan Mu Lan' (Suffruticosa Group) — Xiuxin Zhang, Jingqi Xue, Xiuxia Ren, Rong Liu, all of the Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences,
Haidian District, Beijing, China
'Nong Yuan Yu Lou' (Suffruticosa Group) — Xiuxin Zhang, Jingqi Xue,
Yuqian Xue, Fang Wang, all of the Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences, Haidian District, Beijing, China
'Mieke Bral' (Lactiflora Group) — Koen Hurtekant, Wingene, Belgium
'Mystic Embers' [Herbaceous Hybrid] — LeRoy Mielke, Marion, WI
'White Vanguard' [Herbaceous Hybrid] — William Seidl, Manitowoc, WI /
Henry Chotkowski, Fayetteville, AR
'Red Ray' [Herbaceous Hybrid] — Peter Waltz, Exeter, NH
'Mernabelle' [Herbaceous Hybrid] — Peter Waltz, Exeter, NH
'Dixon’s Dream' [Herbaceous Hybrid] — Peter Waltz, Exeter, NH
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American Peony Society Annual Convention

Preview

The American Peony Society Invites You
to the 2021 APS National Convention in Bloomington, MN.
Thursday June 10th – Monday June 14, 2021.
The Hilton | 3900 American Boulevard West | Bloomington, MN 55437.
- Hosted by the Minnesota Peony Society -

Dreaming about your peonies in 2021? The annual American Peony Society Convention is planned in June of 2021 for all peony
enthusiasts. It will be loaded with garden tours, seminars, an exhibition and the chance to share educational opportunities with
fellow peony dreamers. On Thursday evening, we host a Welcome
Reception and begin setting up for the Peony Show at the Hilton
in Bloomington, MN. Friday is a full day with seminars, continued
show entries and judging. In the following days, there will be commercial and private garden tours, banquets and the famous convention only live auction.
Convention Summary
• APS Peony Exhibition of cut flowers, artistic design and photography contest
• Educational seminars
• Live auction (fall root delivery)
• Garden Tours both commercial and private
• Vending (potted peonies and peony related items)
• Daily Hospitality Suite availability
• Meals: Breakfast included with rooms, Lunch with the bus tours
and Dinner on Thursday and Saturday evenings.
We have reserved a block of rooms at the Hilton Minneapolis/
Bloomington. The rate will be $129.00 and includes breakfast.
There is also an airport shuttle available and free parking. Look for
the full convention schedule along with hotel reservation link and
convention registration information sometime in early January of
2021 on the APS website.
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A few of the garden tours that are currently planned:
COUNTRYSIDE GARDENS PEONY FARM
Laverne Dunsmore has been growing, hybridizing and selling peonies for over thirty years. He has a Master’s Degree in plant biology and years of practical experience in the horticultural industry.
Countryside Gardens has eight acres of peonies and grows hundreds of varieties that are shipped throughout the United States via
their website growpeonies.com. He is a peony hybridizer with many
advanced selections soon to be named and released.
Besides running a peony farm, Laverne and his wife, Barb, operate a
professional garden design and maintenance service in the western
suburbs of Minneapolis.

Photo courtesy of Countryside Gardens Peony Farm

STEVENS GARDENS
When Jill and husband, Kevin, purchased their home in 1993 the
back yard was neglected, occasionally baled for hay, and used as a
drag strip. For the safety of her children, Jill decided if she planted
peonies around the border, people would respect her yard. It didn’t
work. It took Spruce trees and a split rail fence to help accomplish
the job, but the peony planting kept on. Jill now grows almost 1000
varieties of peonies and hopes to break the 1000 peony mark in
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2021. All these peonies are on 1/2 a city block within Benson city
limits. Jill stays busy with 2 jobs to support her addiction. She is
also a Minnesota Extension Master Gardener and served on the
State Advisory Board.

Photo shoot with Mary Holm, Host of Prairie Yard and Garden, and Jill Stevens in her
garden
Photo courtesy of Prairie Yard and Garden

SWENSON GARDENS
The journey into peonies for Keith and Becky Swenson began two
generations ago with their grandparents’ love of all flowers. Becky’s
grandmother was the first president of the Ely, MN gardening club
and Keith’s grandparents were avid gardeners in NW Wisconsin.
That love helped form Swenson Gardens in 2002. What started out
as cultivating a 2-acre plot of land in Delano, MN, blossomed into
the purchase of a 40-acre farm near Howard Lake, MN in 2008.
This generational peony affair exploded in 1998 after meeting Roger
F. Anderson. Keith and Roger developed a friendship and mentor
relationship. In 2013, Swenson Gardens purchased his last generation of herbaceous, lactiflora, intersectional hybrid, and tree peony
seedlings.
Fast forward to 2020, Swenson Gardens is now considered the
world’s largest chemical-free peony grower and hybridizer of new
peonies. Keith and their long-time employee Dan Zabel, are often
seen tip toeing through the peonies hybridizing Roger’s seedlings
396-19

as well as their 1st and 2nd generations of seedlings. Becky is involved in the day-to-day business of customer service, social media
sites, and providing peony presentations to regional garden clubs.
Swenson Gardens is delighted to invite the 2021 APS national convention to their peony farm. Bring your camera and Lord willing,
their peonies will be at peak bloom during the convention.

Swenson family
Photo courtesy of Swenson Gardens

Note from APS Board of Directors:
Recognizing that many attendees save and plan for our APS
conventions, we are publishing our current plan for June of
2021. However, the health, safety and wellbeing of the peony
community is our first priority.
We are actively monitoring the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak, are doing pro-active event planning. We will publish ongoing updates on our website and remain in communication
with members. Due to the volatility of the pandemic, we ask
that all members remain flexible and make refundable travel
arrangements.
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In Fond Memory of Jose Velazquez –
Friend and Peony World Treasure
-Roy Klehm The peony world unexpectedly lost Jose Velazquez, age 54, to complications with
COVID on October 23, 2020. Jose was a long-time manager of Song Sparrow Nursery, and a mentor and friend to many APS members.
Jose was upbeat, intelligent, kind and
thoughtful. Outgoing and engaging, Jose
was good with people and they enjoyed
his company. His employees respected his
leadership, customers valued his advice,
and his golfing partners looked forward to
their outings. He loved his wife and family
intensely.
A skilled peony grower and propagator, his
talents in horticulture provided vigorous,
sought-after plant material enjoyed by many
upper-Midwest gardeners. Jose faithfully
worked with me for more than 30 years,
expertly managing Song Sparrow Nursery’s
efforts in multiple genera. Jose especially
enjoyed working with Paeonia, Magnolia,
Helleborus, Clematis, Hemerocallis, a variety of trees, shrubs, and all sorts of hardy
perennial plants.

Photo courtesy of Jean Oberg.

Plants were a big part of Jose’s personal life and his 5-acre home “arboretum” is
filled with choice and rare plants. An amazing selection of herbaceous peonies,
tree peonies, intersectional peonies, dwarf conifers and magnolias were grown for
pure enjoyment. Jose enjoyed hybridizing his own unique “Velazquez” crosses
and many of his new selections are held in this home treasure trove.
As one of my best friends, Jose and I learned much from each other. We often
discussed moral issues while strolling the peony rows. I highly respected Jose’s
value as a manager and leader at Song Sparrow and could count on him to care
for our business and customers. I will miss him greatly and cherish his memory.
Best wishes to Carman, his wife; Xochtl, his daughter; Adrian, his son and Ruby,
his daughter-in-law.
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A Day’s Adventure with Dense Soil, a Five-Foot Hole
and a Pruning Saw
Most American Peony Society
members go the distance to provide robust plants for our society’s
auctions, but one couple recently
“dug deep” to go above and beyond. Recently, APS members
Jack and Lois Girton shared their
experience of extracting and prepping a 5-year old plant of 'Prosperity Maud' (Maurice Ménard/
Lindsay D’Aoust, 2003) for auction. This cultivar is a vigorous
herbaceous hybrid not commonly
seen in the United States, and was
dug for the APS Spring Online Auction. (Fall is typically the best time
to dig peonies, so the plant’s remarkable vigor and dense spring
soil combined for interesting challenges.)
First, stems with leaves were cut
away, leaving 4 to 6 inches remaining (they made good handles
to lift the plant later). The “extraction” began early in the day
by carefully digging around the
entire plant with a garden fork,
spade and small hand held claw
digger. These tools were used to
conserve as many of the roots as
possible. Surface roots extended
horizontally up to 3 feet from the

clump’s center which made digging more difficult as these roots
create an umbrella-like structure
over the subsoil roots.
Soil was removed by undercutting
the surface roots and pulling it
away with the spade. After much
of the soil was removed around
the plant, water was applied to
wash away soil to allow a better
view of the plant’s subsoil structure. More soil was removed until
the plant was no longer bound to
the soil, at which time it was lifted
from the hole by its stems.
This entire procedure consumed
much of the day, but the careful
dig allowed the plant to be removed with most roots intact.
The hole measured nearly 5 feet
across and 2 feet in depth. While
most gardeners will not go to the
extremes of digging so carefully, this example surely provides
insights into a peony’s large root
structure – like an iceberg, what
lies above the surface is only a
small part of the total mass!
Herbaceous hybrid peonies of this
type have a crown which is rather continuous (no natural division

396-22

points) and dividing them is difficult. Ultimately the clump was divided into 4 parts using a pruning
saw to cut through the crown as
there was no other choice for division. This type of division practice
does not produce “pretty” divisions, but they do grow successfully and will certainly bring joy to
anyone lucky enough to receive
them.
Since the plant was dug and divided to share with others throughout the United States, roots were
cut to a shorter length for efficient
fitting into shipping boxes. The
lucky bidders received not only a
delightful and hard-to-find cultivar, they were the recipients of an
important APS tradition: true and
careful plantsmanship.
Ultimately, the entire dig project
required a full day of work…evidence of these gardeners’ dedication and love of peonies. Dig,
divide and share a peony – it will
surely brighten someone else’s
garden!

'Prosperity Maud', a hard-to-find herbaceous
hybrid, was recently dug for the Spring APS
Auction.

Five feet and counting, the hole for five-yearold 'Prosperity Maud' tells the story of a
vigorous grower.

This robust division barely fit into shipping
boxes.
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Lois Girton, APS Director, Ames, IA.

Oren Root (1804-1885) was a professor of mathematics at Hamilton College in Clinton, N.Y. from
1849 to 1881. He and his wife
Nancy Buttrick started Root Glen
around 1850 when they purchased a building and land adjacent to the College including a
ravine. He was a tree enthusiast.
They began planting large numbers of trees and flowers on the
property; some trees were even
started from seeds brought back
by his colleagues from their sabbaticals overseas. Other plants
were given to him by his friend,

the famed Harvard botanist Asa
Gray.
The Roots raised three sons and
a daughter; the third son, Elihu,
became the most famous. Elihu
was born on the College campus
in 1845, graduated from the College in 1864, and became a successful corporate attorney in New
York City before going into public
service. He married Clara Frances
Wales with whom he had three
children, Elihu Root Jr., Edith,
and Edward. Elihu Root served
as the US Secretary of War under

Sign identifying the historic peony collection at Hamilton College.
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The state champion Picea abies (Norway Spruce) on the grounds of Hamilton College.

Presidents McKinley and Theodore Roosevelt, as Roosevelt’s
Secretary of State beginning in
1905, and then as a Senator. Like
many powerful men of his time,
throughout his career, Root was
also one of the strongest opponents of allowing women the right
to vote. He won the Nobel Peace
Prize in 1912 for his efforts to advance arbitration to settle international disputes, ironically just
prior to the outbreak of World War
I. Following the war, he helped
establish the Permanent Court of
International Justice.
In 1907, Elihu and Clara’s daughter Edith married Lieutenant Ul-

ysses S. Grant III, grandson of
President Grant, in an elaborate
society wedding in Washington,
DC., thus bringing the Grant family name into an association with
Hamilton College. Between 1900
and 1915 Elihu Root purchased
several additional tracts of land
adjacent to Hamilton College and,
after retirement, continued with
planting trees in the greatly expanded Root Glen.
Upon his death in 1937, the Glen
was inherited by his son Edward
Root who had farmed some of
the Root property. Edward was
more interested in flowers than in
trees, or at least wanted to bring
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more color into the gardens. He
was particularly fond of daffodils
and irises while his wife Grace was
enamored of Japanese candelabra primulas which she planted in
the ravine. Edward also dabbled
in the hybridization of irises, with
expert instruction from his neighbor and friend, Arthur Percy Saunders. As many peony enthusiasts
know, Hamilton College was also
the longtime home of A.P. Saunders who is considered “the father
of the modern peony.”
Saunders (1869-1953) was born in
London, Ontario into an illustrious
Canadian family of pharmacists,
scientists, and musicians. In 1886,
his father William became the first
Director of Canada’s Experimental
Farms which he modeled after the
USDA’s Experiment Stations. Between 1890-1894 Percy Saunders
was studying for his PhD in chemistry at Johns Hopkins University
but apparently took the summers
off to help out with wheat breeding. In 1892, Percy Saunders made
the original cross from which the
famous shorter season Marquis
wheat was developed. His brother
Charles was appointed Dominion
cereal breeder and further tested and selected Marquis wheat,
greatly expanding how far north
wheat could be grown. He later
developed a rust-resistant variety
named Saunders which superseded Marquis and also lines of barley and hull-less oats. Charles was

knighted by King George V in 1934
for the contribution of abundant
wheat and other cereals which
had supported Europe during
World War I.
In 1899, Percy Saunders became a research fellow at Cornell University where he met the
accomplished Louise Brownell
(1870-1961) then Warden (Dean
of Women) of Sage College at Cornell. They married in 1900. Louise
Brownell was an English scholar
and a great friend of Suzy Clemens, Samuel Clemens’ daughter,
whom she met when both attended Bryn Mawr in 1890. Sadly, Suzy
Clemens died at the age of 24 in
1896 of spinal meningitis. Their
correspondence is in the Hamilton College archives.
In 1901, Saunders became a professor of chemistry and, in 1909,
the Dean, at Hamilton College. He
acquired a large home and garden
on the campus in 1903. He began
breeding peonies in 1905, beginning with lactifloras and then, by
1915, began systemic interspecies
crosses between lactifloras and
various herbaceous European
species. By 1916 he also started
making crosses between suffruticosas and P. delavayi (which he
called P. lutea) giving us the woody
peonies we know as lutea hybrids.
He also mentored Edward Root in
his iris hybridizations, having introduced several himself earlier
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on, including White Knight, which
is still grown today in England.
Professor Saunders joined the
American Peony Society in 1906,
shortly after its formation in 1903,
became Editor of the Bulletin, a
long serving Secretary, and then
President from 1930-1932. Fortunately for us, he wrote many
articles about his plants for the
Bulletin and other organizations,
notably the New York Botanical
Garden. Altogether he grew over
17,000 different peonies, of which
about 14,000 were his own herbaceous hybrids. From these he
introduced 187 herbaceous peonies, only a few being lactifloras,
and 80 lutea hybrids.
Among the lactiflora peonies he
named was one called 'Edith
Grant' (never registered) and
the very fine 'Silvia Saunders'
(Saunders, 1921), named for one
of his daughters. It is still grown
and loved today. A semidouble bright pink “lobata hybrid”
(lactiflora X peregrina “lobata of
Perry”) was named 'Julia Grant'
(Saunders, 1939) possibly to honor Julia Grant’s graduation from
Bryn Mawr. (Until 1978, Hamilton
College only accepted male students, so the Root family daughters studied elsewhere. Julia
was the daughter of Edith Root
Grant.) Saunders named another
of the lobata hybrids 'Grace Root'
(Saunders, 1940), for the wife of

Edward Root. It is a short plant
with light salmon pink flowers. Another lobata hybrid, 'Olivia Saunders' (Saunders, 1943), named for
his other daughter, unfortunately
does not appear to still be in cultivation.
Of course, not all of his breeding
took place in his home garden.
Saunders acquired a tract of land
further up College Hill which he
called “The Ribbon”. Saunders
retired from the College in 1939
and devoted the rest of his life to
his peony hybridizations. In 1951,
daughter Silvia returned from her
career in magazine photography
which had taken her to New York
City and then to New Mexico to
help with the peony business. She
took the well-known photo of her
father beside his tall peony 'White
Innocence' (Saunders, 1947) in
Grace Root’s garden in May 1953,
shortly before his death in August
of 1953.
For another 15 years Silvia Saunders maintained the nursery and
sold plants to collectors, nurserymen, and hybridizers and became
very active in the American Peony
Society as well. Meantime Grace
Root was maintaining Root Glen.
In 1964 she established the Root
Glen Foundation which hired a Director of Horticulture, Henry van
Loon. New plantings continued
in the Root Glen including alpine
beds designed by Lincoln and
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'Arcadia' (1942), another historic Saunders hybrid preserved in the Root Glen.

Laura Louise Foster in 1964. While
some Saunders peonies were incorporated into the plantings, visitors wishing to see peonies were
invited to view them on the nearby Ribbon. In 1968 Silvia Saunders
sold the remaining peonies to David Reath of Vulcan, MI. Thus, the
peonies left Hamilton College for
faraway places.
In 1971, Grace Root donated Root
Glen to Hamilton College and the
Foundation was dissolved. Finally, in 1996, the peonies began to
return to Root Glen. Grant Garden,
named by Elihu Root to honor his
daughter Edith Root Grant, was
redesigned as a place to reassemble the Saunders collection of
peonies. Don Croft, Natural Re-

sources Manager, and Dan Rouillier, Lead Horticulturist of Root
Glen/Arboretum Gardens, worked
to prepare the Grant Garden for
the peonies. Plants were sourced
mainly from the Reath Nursery,
the Klehm Nursery, and from Lee
Kreinheder. Lee was instrumental
in bringing the collection together
by donating both her time and her
Saunders plants.
The original emphasis was on the
lutea hybrids, but more recently,
efforts have been made to add the
herbaceous hybrids. As of 2020,
the collection includes 52 lutea
hybrids and about 70 herbaceous
hybrids.

396-28

'Princess'(1941 ),one of the rare lutea hybrids from the Hamilton College collection.

Some of the lutea hybrids in the
garden are now quite rare including 'Arcadia' (1942), 'Charioteer'
(1949), 'Holiday' (1948), 'Narcissus' (1941), 'Princess' (1941),
'Rose Flame' (1952), 'Star Dust'
(1948), and 'Sunrising' (1948). I
made a short visit to the collection on May 23, 2015 (unfortunately about a week before peak
bloom) during which the photos
accompanying this article were
captured.
Hamilton College is asking APS
members for their assistance in
acquiring additional peonies.
They want to ensure the Saunders peonies, especially those
not widely grown by commercial
nurseries, are preserved. Dr. Wei-

Jen Chang of their Biology Department has also launched a study
of DNA markers to fingerprint the
cultivars.
A list of the peonies they do not yet
have is posted on the APS website
in the member portal. Donations
are especially important now as
Hamilton College will be a tour
garden during the 2023 APS convention to be held in Syracuse, NY.
Log in to see if you have a plant
they need. If you would like to donate, please contact Dan Rouillier,
drouilli@hamilton.edu, to inquire
if your donation is still needed.
We hope for a good response from
our members.
All photos, courtesy Lois Girton.
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Part 7: Woody Peony Grafting Success – Preparations
Nate Bremer, President and APS Director − Reedsville, Wisconsin

In recent years, a growing interest in
woody peonies has led to more inquiries from gardeners concerning
grafting and general propagation
of the group. The process is often
viewed as difficult and best carried
out by professionals or skilled grafters while nothing could be further
from the truth. A number of very
peony grafts bloom for their first
good guides are available through Woody
time.
peony societies (APS has one as
well). These guides provide excellent information concerning grafting
procedures, but often lack other vital information of equal or greater
importance for a successful experience.
Grafting by definition is a technique used to join parts from two or more
plants to produce a single functioning plant. In the case of woody peonies, grafting is the joining of a scion1 (woody peony stem with buds) to
a nurse root2 (herbaceous peony root).
This article’s focus will not be on grafting procedures; these are more
than adequately addressed in available guides (see https://americanpeonysociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Grafting-Woody-Peonies-short-article..pdf) . The focus is on “BEFORE” and “AFTER” grafting, which easily accounts for 2/3rds of a successful outcome (a graft
which grows).
BEFORE Grafting: In my experience, there are a number of factors
which will make grafting a success. These factors must be considered
and addressed properly to attain a high rate of collaborative growth between nurse root and scion.
1 A scion is the woody peony’s stem containing dormant buds which will produce new
growth the following year.
2 A nurse root usually is chosen for grafting from an herbaceous peony and serves as a
temporary root system and reservoir of energy for a young graft, thus “nurse”.
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Scions are collected in late summer/early autumn as temperatures begin to cool. Scions must have healthy, mature buds and woody stems.
This is achieved through allowing enough maturation time during the
growing season and also providing optimum growing conditions for scion development on the mother plant. Simply said, plants need to have
adequate water, light and temperature to produce superior scions. In
most locations where woodies are grown, light and temperature are out
of our control and Mother Nature generally supplies adequate amounts.
Water, on the other hand, may be lacking and anyone desiring to graft
woodies will want to provide additional water, if needed, for promotion of healthy, strong growth and bud development. Scions collected
during drought years are often small and have
poorly developed buds, resulting in a low percentage of plants which grow after healing3.
Thus the vigor of the donor plant directly impacts success.

Harvested woody peony scions.

A scion with a terminal resting bud4 will produce the best rate of success. Terminal buds
often contain a dormant flower bud which
may produce a bloom the following spring.
These large buds have mature and highly developed supporting tissues which aid in callus
production (successful healing).

Avoid collecting scions from
stems which produce a second flush of growth in the
season. These stems usually
do not have the matured and
dormant buds required for
successful grafting. Plants
like 'High Noon' (Saunders,
1952) and some other Lutea
hybrids commonly produce
this extended growth.
Late season flush of growth.
3 Healing, also known as “callusing”, is the procedure used to promote collaborative tissue
growth between woody peony scion and herbaceous peony root (a symbiotic meshing of
tissues).
4 A terminal resting bud is a large bud at the terminal end of a peony scion and contains next
year’s leaves and perhaps flowers.
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A scion that has produced flowers
in the spring of the season of collection may have useful side buds
for grafting. Remove the spent
flower parts after bloom to encourage the early growth of side buds.
Side budded scions, lacking a terminal bud, are less productive can- Side buds or secondary buds – not as good,
but useful if mature.
didates for grafting. This is likely
due to a more immature state and poorer vascular development (they
aren’t as well fed). However, if allowed more time to mature in combination with adequate watering, they can develop into prime candidates
for grafting. Maturing these buds usually takes an additional 3 weeks
beyond the mature state the terminal bud acquires in a given season/
location. Side budded scions should be the last to graft in the season,
allowing the grafter to capture a more mature bud development.
Lutea hybrids will produce mature scions earliest in the season, followed by P. suffruticosa and then P. rockii lineage plants (this is a generalization). The woody species and hybrids are highly variable in the
production of mature scions and each will have an optimum period for
scion collection. Thus, attempting to harvest scions from different donor plants all at the same time will not be rewarded with positive outcomes!
Mid-August to September 1 is the optimum time to graft and heal grafted woodies in Wisconsin. Earlier - scions are not mature. Later - callusing/healing is inhibited. The optimum time for scion maturation and
graft healing will be different by region depending on climate variables.
In essence, grafters in more southerly locations will be able to practice
their craft later in the season. Scions may also reach a stage of maturity
in which dormancy factors (chemicals in the buds) prevent successful
grafting, thus waiting too long after the optimum period may be detrimental. Some experimentation with timing will be required in different
regions.
Two inch to four inch scions may be cut from their donor plants using
pruners. Petioles5 with leaves can be removed by snapping them back5 Petioles. A petiole is a structure (stalk) which connects the leaves to the stem. Petioles are
part of annual growth and are not a perennial or persistent structure.
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wards. There is no benefit to leaving the
petioles attached as they are an annual
structure. Scions exhibiting resting terminal and supporting side buds are preferred. Extra buds are helpful in the case
one or more is damaged or dies sometime
during the entire process.
Cutting of terminal scions does not adversely impact the following year’s flower
production as many gardeners believe.
When terminals are cut from a donor plant the next bud on the stem
receives the energy the terminal would have received and will develop
into a flowering bud by the following spring (next “man up”). Advantages to collecting scions for grafting are many for the donor plant, namely
it promotes new growth and keeps the plant in a more youthful state.
However, donor plants will be shorter!
Snap petioles backward to remove
from scion.

Scions may be stored6 dry for
up to 3 weeks without refrigeration. For best results it is
recommended to graft scions
onto their nurse roots within 1
to 3 days.
Nurse roots7 should be harvested from 3 to 5 year old P.
lactiflora plants which exhibit healthy rapid growth. The
nurse root donating plants
should be healthy root grow-

Clumps of P. lactiflora harvested for use of roots in
grafting.

6 Stored scions. Air dry harvested scions for a couple of hours and place them in a sealable plastic bag and seal. Never add water or wrap them in damp paper towel as this
quickly degrades the scions. Do not refrigerate stored scions as this begins chemical changes in them which may impact their ability to callus with the nurse root. Scions should be stored at room temperature, in a dry state, within the sealed plastic bag.
7 Nurse roots. A nurse root will become the temporary root system for a grafted plant. This
root’s function and necessity will be replaced by “own roots”. “Own roots” are those
produced from the woody scion after a period of time, usually 2 to 4 years depending upon the rooting characteristics of the woody peony, soil and climate. “Own roots”
are only developed after scion wood in the graft has been converted to crown tissue.
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ers (those free of disease). Older
roots should be avoided as they
have less vigor and become inactive reservoirs. The ideal roots
have enough youth to actively
grow after grafting. The best diameter roots are anywhere from
3/8” to 1”.
Nurse roots may be harvested
close to the crown of the donor
plant, but make sure crown material is not attached to the root or
the graft may grow an herbaceous
peony. Crown material is capable
of producing more roots and buds
(even if there are no buds visible).
Herbaceous hybrid peonies may
be used for nurse roots, but should
be avoided due to the numerous
cultivars exhibiting adventitious8
growth characteristics.
Roots used for grafting need not
be longer than 4 to 6 inches. Thus,
longer roots can be cut into segments for use on separate grafts.
Use of longer roots does not increase the chance of success, although they may supply a greater reservoir of energy for future
growth. Longer roots make planting newly grafted plants more difficult and consume space in a graft
bed.

Roots cut away, leaving a crown stub. Stub
may be replanted to grow a new plant.

Adventitious shoots arising from ground near a
grafted woody peony (note different color and
structure).

Excessive scion and nurse root length - waste
of resources.

8 Adventitious roots. Certain peonies are genetically programmed to produce new crown tissue
from simple roots without buds and crowns (often called “blind roots”). This type of root will
produce another plant (a copy) of the nurse root donor plant and will compete with the woody
scion grafted to it. This type of root is often a nuisance and inhibits long term growth and the
health of a grafted woody.
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Roots should be soaked in a bleach solution of 1 part bleach to 10-20
parts water for 30 to 40 minutes. This will disinfect the outer layers of
the roots and cause them to change color to a shade of cream. Scions
need not be soaked (as some guides suggest) as there appears to be little opportunity for pathogens to become involved from them. However,
if scions appear to have fungal growth on them, they may be soaked for
15 minutes in the same bleach solution used for nurse roots. Thoroughly rinse roots and scions (if they are soaked) with clean water to remove
residual solution. Allow them to dry to a damp state.

Nurse roots. The one showing signs of disease which should be discarded.

Discard any roots with rotten areas. Black spots are indicative of
disease and are not good candidates for grafting. If there are dark
areas in the vascular bundles in
the cut end of the root, discard it.

Dark spots in vascular bundles - discard root.

Do not allow nurse roots to dry out
completely as some guides recommend. Dry roots become rubbery
and will have lost some of their hydration and are less likely to heal.

Nurse roots may be stored for use
up to 3 weeks. Storage is accomplished in a sealed container or bag,
so roots do not dry. If mold is seen on stored roots, soak them again in
bleach solution.
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Why is grafting done in late summer? An often asked question, and the
answer lies in the growth cycle of both scion and nurse root. Scion buds
are seemingly dormant, but are developing for the following season.
At this time leaves and stems are no longer sending energy downward
to the root system, but depend on the upward flow of water and nutrient from the root system to maintain. In contrast, the root system
(nurse root) is becoming active and willingly grows, supplying nutrient
to any buds that it can support. Scion and nurse root are both wounded
during grafting and will attempt to “heal” themselves through callusing. Thus, the two are in synchronization at a time beneficial to both
scion and nurse root. Buds in spring are active and the root system
becomes inactive - disaster for an unhealed plant!
Editor’s Note: This is the seventh in a series of articles on woody (also
known as “tree”) peonies, written by noted grower and hybridizer, Nate
Bremer, owner of Solaris Farms in Reedsville, Wisconsin. Be sure to watch
for additions to the series in upcoming issues of The Bulletin.
In the Next Issue: Healing and after care of
grafted woodies will be covered in Part 8.
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Duluth Peony Society

Don Kienholz, President - Elizabeth Donley, Vice President

In the midst of all this quarantining, the peonies bloomed bright. From
early trees through 'Duluth' and 'Garden Treasure'. We did have a couple open garden tours, masked and distanced, and we offered a bare root
sale to support our Duluth Peony Garden in Leif Erickson Park. No peony show at Longview Tennis Club this year either, the 5-6 weeks of a
live show in the park was unparalleled: many, many blooms and several
specific plants happily setting records. “It was wonderful: the park was
open all season and saw many visitors.” I’m enclosing photos of 'Marie
Laurencin', 'Princess Margaret', and 'Old Faithful'. Keep Duluth Peony Garden on you spring road trip list next year. Lake Superior always
adds beautiful interest. Stay safe.
Editor’s Note: The Duluth Report was inadvertently left out of the Fall 2020
Bulletin, but the photos add a welcome splash color to our winter edition.
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Finnish Peony Society
www.facebook.com/pioniseura
Riitta Juonala - Chairman

A park of a thousand peonies is being established in Kotka, Finland, a
southern seaside city an hour’s drive from Helsinki. A cooperative project between the Finnish Peony Society and the City of Kotka, the new
park is close to the city center, providing an ideal location for visitors.
Construction of the peony park begins this autumn with the planting of
about 200 roots, representing fifteen peony varieties. The Finnish Peony
Society is responsible for donating, planting, and maintaining the peonies. The society will continue to add new varieties over the next several
years, creating impressive peony borders and exhibition gardens. The
purpose of the Kotka project is to provide visitors – both locals and tourists – with new peony experiences, as well as spread awareness in accordance with the objectives of the Society.

Wisconsin Peony Society

www.wipeonysociety.org
Cory Tischman, President – wipeonysociety.president@gmail.com

The Wisconsin Peony Society (WPS) had its annual tree peony grafting class, which is run by our Vice President, Jordan Kabat. This year it
was hosted outside by Solaris Farms. Jordan and Nate Bremer split the
group in half, walking everyone step by step through the process and
answering questions along the way. We then spent a windy but beautiful
afternoon grafting tree peony scions. At the end, people were able to get
a chance at some scions of named varieties that they could graft on their
own.
Due to COVID-19, we decided to forego meeting in person in October,
and had our auction online. We were unsure of how an online auction
would go, but it happened to be wildly successful! Many thanks to Scott
Parker, of Parker’s Peony and Perennial Farm, for helping organize and
396-38

can definitely
be an
exciting
endeavor.
am looking
solicit
donations,
and
Jordansolo
Kabat,
TraceyI Nelson,
Jeff forward
Delaney,most
and
to
using
'Nosegay'
as
a
pod
parent.
It
offers
interesting
genetics,
being
Sharon Schmitz for assisting in the pick-up and shipping process. Thank
a second-generation
fromdonated
the original
of two make
species,
you
to the followingoffspring
people who
roots cross
that helped
thisP.
tenuifoliasoand
P. Carol
daurica& subsp.
mlokosewitschii
just Gardens);
P. mlokosewitsauction
great:
Jim Adelman
(Adelman(or
Peony
Betchii
to
some
people).
Last
year
I
was
able
to
use
some
pollen
sent by a
ty Dahlke; Don Hollingsworth; Sam & Helen Finazzo (Fina Gardens);
friend down
South
from later
blooming
hybrids,
37 good(Songs
seeds
Harvey
Buchite
(Hidden
Springs
Flower
Farm);and
JoséI had
Velásquez
from
'Nosegay'
x
'Pastelegance'.
Time
will
tell
if
any
of
them
look
good!
Sparrow Farm & Nursery); Mike & Kay Wenzel; Leon Pesnell; Nate &
Maybe
if you
get bored
this Farms);
spring not
hanging
out with
otherMielke
people,(Oh
you
Kimberly
Bremer
(Solaris
Sue
Anderson
& Leroy
can
make
a
few
crosses.
You
never
know
if
you
might
have
a
winner
on
My Peonies); Scott Parker; Rita Thomas; Alvin Sevald (Sevald Nursery);
your hands.
Sharon
Schmitz; Steve Johnson; Tim Stanek; and Tracey Nelson.
As
we arenewsletter
constantly will
on the
who
Ouralways,
fall/winter
be lookout
comingfor
outinterested
at end ofindividuals
November
or
would
like to volunteer
or be We
interested
in aa list
leadership
on one
of
the
beginning
of December.
will have
of datesposition
for all 2021
WPS
our committees.
If you
are out
interested,
or maybe want
to what
knowwe
more,
events.
If you want
to find
more information
about
are you
docan here
contact
me using thecheck
emailout
address
above. Otherwise,
if you want to
ing
in Wisconsin,
our website:
www.wipeonysociety.org
findvisit
outus
about
what we are
doing here
in Wisconsin,
check
or
on Facebook:
‘Wisconsin
Peony
Society Group’
. out our website: www.wipeonysociety.org or visit us on Facebook: ‘Wisconsin Peony
Society Group’. v

Advertise in The
APS Bulletin!

Fina
Gardens

fine peonies for garden and vase

Commercial members of the
American Peony Society are
invited to advertise in The Bulletin.
For rates and details please contact

Field grown peonies:
lactiflora, hybrids, intersectional
and fern leaf.

See our catalog at

editor@americanpeonysociety.org

www.finagardenspeonies.com
or

Call 715.837.1147
to request a catalog

394 – 39
396-39

Gold City Flower Gardens

––

Peonies & Daylilies
6298 Gold City Road
Franklin, Kentucky 42134
(270) 776-6584

––

goldcityflowergardens.com

APS BOOKS
Save on a broad selection of
APS books and publications.
Place a secure online order today!
www. americanpeonysociety.org/shop

396-40

F R E E C ATA L O G | O R D E R O N L I N E

Durable, affordable
& made in the USA!
• Now with rounded corners •

ADELMAN
PEONY GARDENS

new hybrids | award winners | heritage
intersectionals | rare | herbaceous
5690 Brooklake Rd. NE • Salem, OR 97305

503-393-6185

www.peonyparadise.com

Introductory Offer
Sample pack of 8 styles
plus a marking pencil

JUST $6

www.EverlastLabel.com

Europe’s Largest Collection of
PEONIES!
• R2 Flowers B.V. is a worldwide

broker in Peonies.

• Import and Export of Peonies.
• Buying of Peony seeds and

Peony Showgarden Holland

Seedlings.
• European distribution of
Peonies.
• We are founder of the Peony
Showgarden Holland.
• The largest collection of
Peonies in Europe.
• We receive hundreds of
visitors per season from all
over the world.

Peony Showgarden Holland

R2 Flowers B.V. / Peony Showgarden Holland
For information: r.jong@r2flowers.nl
www.peonyshowgarden.com
www.r2peony.com

396-41

Peony Showgarden Holland

Quality
Herbaceous Peonies
Grown in rich Iowa soil.

The ORIGINAL 100% Stainless
Steel Plant Markers
Signature - Collector - Garden
- Designer Series Markers

Free list of varieties.
— Wholesale Only —

Brother P-Touch Products
Everything you need
to label your garden

A-1 Nursery

Now offering

2842 Fremont Avenue

Custom Engraving

Shenandoah, IA 51601

& Label Printing
www.kincaidplantmarkers.com
support@kincaidgardens.com
816-324-4931

a1nurseryshenandoah@gmail.com

Use code PEONY-GYR at checkout
to receive discount on plant markers

TM

phone (712) 534-2595

Advanced Generation
Hybrid Woody &
Herbaceous Peonies

Browse & Order Online
7510 Pinesva Rd., Reedsville, WI 54230

396-42

solarisfarms.com

i n f o @ s o l a r i s f a r m s. c o m

OVER
350
GARDEN
PEONY
VARIETIES
OVER
350
GARDEN
PEONY
VARIETIES
OVER
350
GARDEN
PEONY
VARIETIES
WITH
DELIVERY
OVER
350 WORLD-WIDE
GARDEN PEONY
VARIETIES
WITH
WORLD-WIDE
DELIVERY
WITH WORLD-WIDE DELIVERY
WITH WORLD-WIDE DELIVERY

eXclusive
Peony
Varieties
eXclusive
Peony
Varieties
eXclusive
Peony
Varieties
eXclusive
Peony
Varieties
eXtra
Quality
Roots
eXtra
Quality
Roots
eXtra
Quality
Roots
eXtra
Quality
Roots
eXcellent
Customer
Service
eXcellent
Customer
Service
eXcellent
Customer
eXcellent Customer Service
Service

Peony Shop Holland
Peony Shop Holland
Peony
Shop232
Holland
+31(0)6
360 56
+31(0)6
360 56
Peony
Shop232
Holland
joshua@peonyshop.com

396-43

+31(0)6 232 360 56
joshua@peonyshop.com
+31(0)6
232 360 56
Kadijkweg
51
joshua@peonyshop.com
Kadijkweg 51
joshua@peonyshop.com
1614 MA
Lutjebroek
Kadijkweg
51
1614 MA
Lutjebroek
Kadijkweg
51
Holland
1614 MA
Lutjebroek
Holland
1614
MA
Lutjebroek
www.peonyshopholland.com
Holland
www.peonyshopholland.com
Holland
www.peonyshopholland.com
www.peonyshopholland.com

“Autumn is a second
spring - where every leaf
is a flower.”
— Albert Camus

Photo courtesy Lois Girton

