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President’s Message Spring 2022

Nate Bremer, APS President and Director – Reedsville, Wisconsin

As APS begins a new year, there is much
to look forward to. Many peony enthusiasts are perusing newly opened catalogs
searching for new gems to try out in their
collections. The cold days (-5°F here at this
writing) here in Wisconsin allow for time to
look over all of the new peony possibilities
and is a welcome respite to more mundane
winter tasks. I’m also looking forward to
the bloom of plants which already exist in
my garden. Some of these peonies are old
favorites and many others were youngsters
planted over the last couple of seasons. The
promise of new seedling bloom is always
exciting and is something akin to opening a surprise package (sometimes
the surprise is not so great though). In any case, the prospects of a new season are invigorating and anticipation easily as enjoyable as the season itself.
The Annual Convention in Ann Arbor, Michigan is planned, finishing
touches are being made, and a number of APS members have already registered for this exciting event. Hopefully the impacts of the latest pandemic
surge subside before June and we are able to gather and enjoy peonies as a
group again. Planning for 2023 New York Convention is now in full swing
and organizers are excited to share the peonies in their part of the world
with members.
Climate change has taken center stage with many members this past
year due to highly variable conditions worldwide and an increased amount
of correspondence supports interest in the topic. Reports of abnormal
bloom sequence and variable performance of cultivars due to environmental variations is of keen interest. Little long term information is available
concerning impacts of climate change upon peonies. Like all living things,
peonies are adapted to certain conditions and changes in those conditions
may cause a myriad of affects upon how we grow them and what we are able
to grow. Time and observation will tell.
APS volunteers continue their behind the scene activities. Renewal of
memberships, new peony registrations, award preparations, auction plan-
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ning and numerous other programs are being attended to. Leaders are
looking forward to sharing their efforts and are thankful for the support
so many members have provided, but also welcome further involvement.
I’m thankful for the continued work these volunteers have selflessly made
to forward the Society, but also the positive impacts upon the world of Paeonia.
All the Best,
Nate Bremer

Bulletin Board
1) Join Us June 2, 3, 4, 5! 2022 APS Convention, Ann Arbor Michigan.
If peonies are on your mind, we believe this opportunity will help
satiate your desires. Matthaei Botanic Gardens is a gorgeous venue
for our flower show and seminars. The historic Nicholls Arboretum
Peony Garden will be in peak bloom. Sharing our enthusiasm for
peonies will be in full swing with an opening picnic, banquet, plant
auction, awards presentations and various meetings. Become
involved and experience the many aspects of peonies! Information and Registration may be found on the APS website at: https://
americanpeonysociety.org/100-years-in-bloom-michigan-convention/
2) Pandemic Information for the Convention. While the pandemic has not yet calmed, we are continuing to move forward with
plans for the convention. New recommendations for best practices
concerning Covid safety continue to evolve and we believe there is
a good chance for the convention to proceed.
If you are planning to attend or would like to attend the convention,
APS leadership recommends full vaccination and boosters as recommend by the CDC. Data tells us this practice - along with masking - will minimize impacts of illness and is best for members attending. APS is concerned for our members and those with whom
we come into contact. We’ll keep you apprised of protocols and any
changes as they become available.
3) Auction Donations. Become an active volunteer, in support of the
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American Peony, through donation of peony plants or other related
peony items to be auctioned at the Annual General Membership
Meeting in Ann Arbor, Michigan this year. The live auction is one
of the highlights for attending members and often makes available
rare and unusual peonies, and other related items. In the past this
event has been heavily supported by APS Commercial Members,
but individual members are encouraged to donate as well. No donation is too small and donors need not be present at the auction.
Dormant divisions and plants are usually not made available at the
live auction, but are shipped directly from the donor to the winning
bidder in the fall. All proceeds go directly to APS program initiatives and benefit the society as whole. Donations can be made by
emailing Mary Muellner at: auction@americanpeonysociety.org;
or through the APS website at: Member Portal>>Donate & Contribute>>Auction Plants.
4) Publication Delivery. Please know APS takes extra measures
to make sure your Bulletin and New Peony Directory are delivered safely. Incidences of stolen, thrown away, non-deliverable and forgotten deliveries of publications increased in 2021
and APS is unable to re-mail in such instances. Please contact
APS if you continually have difficulties with mail delivery or have
had a change of address. Supply line issues due to the Covid
Pandemic have also created problems for our printers and the
United States Postal Service. Erratic delivery dates may be expected until these are resolved. Your patience is appreciated!
5) Article Submission. The APS Editorial Group welcomes articles
from our members! At this time we are running a bit low on future
article choices; we would appreciate your thoughtful submission of
a piece. You don’t have to be a polished writer and content can be
anything from favorite peonies to experiences – basically anything
peonies. The Editorial Group will work with you for best results.
Your submission of an article is a volunteer act which benefits the
peony world. Articles may be submitted through the APS website
at: Member Portal>>Donate & Contribute>>Articles, or by emailing
Kimberly Bremer at: editor@americanpeonysociety.org.
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In Memory of Author and Peony Expert
Michel Rivière
- Irmatraud and Gottlob Rieck -

On December 8, 2021, the French peony expert and writer Michel Rivère died of
pneumonia. Born in Lyon, he was 87 years old. Michel comes from a gardening
dynasty founded in 1849 by his great-great-grandfather Ruitton. Ruitton’s granddaughter married Benoit Rivière, Michel's grandfather.
When Michel took over the business from his father Antoine, he soon switched production exclusively to peonies. That was quite risky at the time,
because peony propagation was only an add-on to
the nursery’s overall production. But Michel had
a nose for future trends and relied purely on peonies. He turned out to be right, and became the
only French multiplier of peonies at the time. He
also had customers from nearby southern Switzerland, and Sir Peter Smithers entrusted Michel
his varieties for propagation.
The Rivières cultivated a deep friendship with Leo
Fernig, the director of the “International Bureau
of Education” of UNESCO from Geneva. Michel
was one of the founding members of SPIN (Species Peonies International Network), which Leo Fernig founded in 1986. Michel was a member of the American
Peony Society and registered 17 of his cultivars with APS in the course of his life.
At the beginning of the 1990s, Michel realized that his time in the greater Lyon
area was coming to an end because building site prices had exploded and it was no
longer possible to expand the business. So, he moved the nursery to Crest, Département Drôme in the Auvergne-Rhône-Alpes region, where he had bought land.
From 1992 Michel advanced to become a writer. His book “le Monde fabuleux
des Pivoines” was published by Floraprint in France. In 1995 Ulmer published the
outstanding work “Magnificent Peonies” in German.
Michel was spirited, full of ideas, sociable, open to new ideas and always cheerful
and in good spirits. His wife Suzanne supported him wherever she could, but left
him in 2018 when she too passed away. The couple had several children. His son,
Jean-Luc successfully continues the nursery as the 6th offspring of the Rivière dynasty. Father Michel's fame has spread around the world. In a Chinese film series,
apart from the Chinese nurseries, only the Rivière nursery was presented.
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NOMENCLATURE
Reiner Jakubowski, APS Registrar — Waterloo, Ontario, Canada
The American Peony Society serves as the International Cultivar Registration Authority for Peonies and follows the rules set forth by the International Code of Nomenclature for Cultivated Plants in the registration of new varieties.
Photographs and full descriptions can be found in the official Peony Registry, maintained on the American Peony Society Website at americanpeonysociety.org/cul
tivars/peony-registry.
APS publishes a separate, Annual Registry Directory with parentage, full descriptions
and photos, which will be mailed to all current members in late December.
'Independence Day' (Lactiflora Group) — Roger F. Anderson / Swenson Gardens, Howard Lake, MN.
'Majesty’s Coral' [Herbaceous Hybrid] — Roger F. Anderson / Swenson Gardens, Howard Lake, MN.
'Plum Flash' (Itoh Group) — Roger F. Anderson / Swenson Gardens, Howard
Lake, MN.
'Surprise Flash' (Itoh Group) — Roger F. Anderson / Swenson Gardens, Howard Lake, MN.
'Eye Catching' (Lactiflora Group) — Bing Xiao. Zhongkai University of Agriculture and Engineering, Guangdong Province, China.
'Happy Spirit' (Lactiflora Group) — Haitao Li, Shufang Gong, and Aimin
Zhou. Northeast Agricultural University, Heilongjiang Province, China.
'Good Luck' (Lactiflora Group) — Xi Chen, Lei Wang, Hui Han, and Yan
Xiong. Heilongjiang Huiyan Agricultural Development Co. Ltd., Heilongjiang Province, China.
'Rising Moon' (Lactiflora Group) — Xing Zhang. Suzhou University of Science and Technology, Jiangsu Province, China.
'Angel Eyes' (Lactiflora Group) — Yanting Qu, Hui Han, Xinyu Guo, Yan
Xiong. Institute of Natural Resources and Ecology, Heilongjiang Province,
China.
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'Bright Pearl' (Lactiflora Group) — Yanting Qu, Hui Han, Xinyu Guo, and
Yan Xiong. Institute of Natural Resources and Ecology, Heilongjiang Province, China
'Ice Beauty' (Lactiflora Group) —Zhiyang Liu, Xi Chen, and Yanting Qu. Harbin Academy of Agricultural Science, Heilongjiang Province, China.
'Ice Queen' (Lactiflora Group) — Zhiyang Liu, Xi Chen, Wanjie Men, and
Jingang Wang. Harbin Academy of Agricultural Science, Heilongjiang Province, China.
'Fu Zhao Fen Lan' (Suffruticosa Group) — Haijun Zhao1, Shupeng Gai2, Zhen
Chao1, Shanshan Yan1, Yifu Fang3, and Pei Zhang1. 1Peony Research Institute of Heze City, 2Qingdao Agricultural University, 3Shandong Academy of
Forestry, all in Shandong Province, China.
'Miss Canada' (Lactiflora Group) — Valerie Ames, Williamsford ON, Canada.
'A New Dawn' (Lactiflora Group) — Valerie Ames, Williamsford ON, Canada.
'Arabian Knights' (Lactiflora Group) — Valerie Ames, Williamsford ON,
Canada.
'Crazy Days' (Lactiflora Group) — Valerie Ames, Williamsford ON, Canada.
'Crazy Whiteout' (Lactiflora Group) — Valerie Ames, Williamsford ON,
Canada.
'Masked Ball' (Lactiflora Group) — Valerie Ames, Williamsford ON, Canada.
'Hermann Krupke' (Lutea Hybrid Group) — Stephan Tetzlaff, Grevenbroich,
Germany.
'Swedish Pastel' [Herbaceous Hybrid] — Hermann Krupke, Ljung, Sweden /
Stephan Tetzlaff, Grevenbroich, Germany.
'Amarillo Star' [Herbaceous Hybrid] — Roger F. Anderson, Wisconsin, USA /
Stephan Tetzlaff, Grevenbroich, Germany.
'Black Angel' (Suffruticosa Group) — Franklin Chow and Angela Fuhui Chow,
Centre Hall PA, USA.
'Father’s Dream' (Suffruticosa Group) — Dezhong Chen / Franklin Chow and
Angela Fuhui Chow, Centre Hall PA, USA.
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'Fu Wang' (Lutea Hybrid Group) — Franklin Chow and Angela Fuhui Chow,
Centre Hall PA, USA.
'Golden Pond' (Lutea Hybrid Group) — Franklin Chow and Angela Fuhui
Chow, Centre Hall PA, USA.
'Silky Pink' (Suffruticosa Group) — Franklin Chow and Angela Fuhui Chow,
Centre Hall PA, USA.
'Sleeping Beauty' (Suffruticosa Group) — Franklin Chow and Angela Fuhui
Chow, Centre Hall PA, USA.
'Xiaoling' (Lutea Hybrid Group) — Franklin Chow and Angela Fuhui Chow,
Centre Hall PA, USA.
'Black Echo' (Suffruticosa Group) — Nate Bremer, Reedsville WI, USA.
'Cat’s Eye Nebula' (Suffruticosa Group) — Nate Bremer, Reedsville WI, USA.
'Olympus' (Suffruticosa Group) — Nate Bremer, Reedsville WI, USA.
'Euterpe' [Herbaceous Hybrid] — Nate Bremer, Reedsville WI, USA.
'Hanadama Pearl' [Herbaceous Hybrid] — Nate Bremer, Reedsville WI, USA.
'Haumea' [Herbaceous Hybrid] — Nate Bremer, Reedsville WI, USA.
'Heartbreaker' [Herbaceous Hybrid] — Nate Bremer, Reedsville WI, USA.
'Hot Gates' [Herbaceous Hybrid] — Nate Bremer, Reedsville WI, USA.
'Hong Lian Hua') — Xinhui Pei, Shubin Liu, Xiaomei Sun, Rujie Xin, Hailiang Tian, Baili Guan, Zhan Zhao, Libo Wang, Guohong Mei, and Miao
Yu. Shenyang, Liaoning Province, China.
'Zi Juan'') — Xinhui Pei, Baili Guan, Shubin Liu, Xiaomei Sun, Rujie Xin,
Guohong Mei, Libo Wang, Zhan Zhao, Hailiang Tian, and Ru Wang.
Shenyang, Liaoning Province, China.
'Orticola Milano' [Herbaceous Hybrid] — Roberto Gamoletti / Giovanni
Buffa, Italy
'Raspberry Delight' (Lactiflora Group) — Don Hollingsworth, Maryville MO,
USA.
'Porcelain Doll' (Lactiflora Group) — Don Hollingsworth, Maryville MO, USA.
‘Almaznaya Brosh’ (Lactiflora Group) — Elina Vinogradskaya, Kiev, Ukraine.
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Award Nomination Season Has Arrived!
Nominate Exceptional Cultivars
and People by April 1
Each year, APS honors exceptional peonies and people through awards.
The Awards Committee invites Members to submit nominations for the
following awards. Award nominations are due by April 1 of the year for
consideration. Further information may be found on the APS website:
Member Portal>>Donate & Contribute>>Nominations & Surveys.
2023 Gold Medal Peony. Selected one year in advance of its recognition, this Award honors a single peony cultivar for 5 exemplary observable considerations. Exemplary observable considerations include: flower
consistency, plant consistency, ease of culture, availability and distinction. Further information concerning “Exemplary Observable Considerations” may be found at: https://americanpeonysociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/American-Peony-Society-Gold-Medal-R4.pdf.
Each member is invited to submit up to three cultivars for consideration,
which can be submitted through the APS Website: Member Portal>>Donate & Contribute>>Nominations & Surveys>>Gold Medal Nominations.
Nominations due on or before April 1, 2022.

2022 Gold Medal peony 'Joker'
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Personal Awards
APS continues to honor people important to the peony world through
three major awards: 1) A.P. Saunders Memorial Award, 2) Bertrand H. Farr
Lifetime Achievement Award and the 3) American Peony Society Award.
Members are encouraged to submit deserving candidates and supporting
information for consideration of these awards through the APS Website:
Member Portal>>Donate & Contribute>>Nominations & Surveys>>Personal Awards Nominations. All submissions will be carefully considered
and those who most exemplify their work in a given area will receive priority. Past nominations remain in consideration for awards. Nominations
due on or before April 1, 2022.

APS Directorship Nominations

Volunteer APS Directors serve 2 year terms and are responsible for the
direction and much of the work our society carries out. Members wishing to become involved at the Directorship level have the opportunity to
assist APS through volunteerism in numerous programs and leadership
positions. Adding new members to leadership positions helps keep our society fresh with new ideas, expertise, enthusiasm and gives long serving
directors the opportunity for a bit of a rest. Board of Director Positions for
the 2022-2024 term will be considered January through March 15.
If you have interest in becoming a Board Member we invite you to contact Cory Tischman, APS Nominations and Elections Chair at: APS2@
americanpeonysociety.org. Further information may be found on the
APS website: Member Portal>>Donate & Contribute>>Nominations &
Surveys>>Directorship 2022. APS General Directorship Roles & Duties
may be reviewed here: https://americanpeonysociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/2020.08.19-APS-General-Directorship-Roles.pdf.
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Harvey Buchite – Past APS President – Spring Grove, MN

Edward Flynn in the peony fields with his namesake cultivar (L) and noted Brand Peony Farms
owner and hybridizer, A.M. Brand (R).

Minnesota has an old and rich
peony heritage starting with the
very first general plant nursery in
Minnesota. Oliver Franklin Brand
started in 1868 along the banks
of the Straight River that runs
through Faribault Minnesota.
Historic photos show the summer teepee village of the native
Americans alongside their first
fields devoted primarily to fruit
trees, small fruits, and ornamental woody plants including lilacs.

The original peony planting was
30’ x 100’ and included 5 different varieties; 'Edulis Superba',
'Whitleyi', 'Queen Victoria', 'Humei', and 'Pottsi'. From this small
beginning, the peony collection
grew to over 1,000 varieties by
1894! In 1895, O. F. Brand and his
son Archie collected 4 quarts of
seed, presumably open pollinated, from a plot of select varieties,
thus beginning their adventure in
developing some of the best Mid-
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western peonies. Archie, who was
known as A.M. Brand, soon took
responsibility and major interest in the development of what
would be known as world class
Brand peonies. Altogether, there
were 144 peonies introduced by
the Brand establishment.
We will take a look at a “Dazzling
Dozen” that I have personal experience growing. A special note:
The name of their operation was
Brand Peony Farms, with the plural form of farms as a tip of the
hat to the many farmer fields they
used in rotation to produce their
peony crops. Some modern peony farms, like Klehm’s Song Sparrow Nursery, also rotated their
production on various farm fields.
Because peonies were originally
being bred and selected primarily
for the cut flower trade, you will
find the peonies highlighted here
are all good to great cut flowers.
They also provide an abundance
of blooms in the home garden. If
you want really gigantic flowers,
as much as 8” across, it is recommended to remove the smaller
side buds when they are the size
of a pea. Roll them between your
thumb and index finger or snap
them to the side. If you are breaking the stems or taking the top
bud with the lower bud you have
waited too long to remove the
side buds.

In 1907, several high-quality peonies were introduced including
'David Harum'. This variety has
fine flower form in a light crimson
color with stronger than average
stem strength for that time. Great
bud covers that closed over the
top of the bud are an attribute.
Bud covers are the green outer
petals and when they are long
enough, they cover the expanding bud so that rain water does
not enter the bud while the inner
petals are expanding and spoil the
bloom. This is important in cut
flowers even today.
The first time I saw Peony 'David Harum' growing in past APS
President Floyd Kimball’s field, I
was in awe at the large flower size
and perfect flower form. It also
exhibited large, clean, medium
green foliage and stems that were
not weak. Those were the characteristics that drew my attention.
Floyd was kind enough to provide
me with several of the very fine
peonies he grew. Many were not
available to me through commercial growers.
Two other fine peonies were introduced in 1907; 'Frances Willard'
and 'Mary Brand'. Some of these
have only begun to capture the
attention of gardeners coming to
appreciate the qualities of these
115, year-old peonies in recent
years.
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The beautiful flower form of 'David Harum', introduced in 1907.

'Frances Willard' is a peony that
fits the classic description of a
“blush” colored peony. It opens
from a soft pink bud, exhibiting
a fleeting gossamer pink, and
quickly matures to white, sometimes with a few fine lines of
crimson on the innermost petals.
The color change is attributed to
the effects of exposure to sunlight. This quality is interesting
for those gardeners in the Pacific
Northwest with its cooler nights
and overcast days. The pink color
will be more intense and long lasting than in the Midwest. When cut
in bud stage, just before opening,
and stored in the cooler, it also remains a soft pink in the vase. It is

surprising to new gardeners when
the plant they saw exhibited as a
white turns out to be pink the first
day it opens in their own garden.
Often listed as fragrant, I would
characterize the fragrance as
mild. It’s very pleasant, but not
overwhelming, when you cup the
bloom and inhale its fragrance.
The blooms are noted for holding
their flower form exceptionally
well. This variety blooms right
along with the majority of the garden peonies.
Peony 'Mary Brand' was also introduced in 1907 as a dark, clear
claret-red, rose type double,
with a brilliant sheen and is still
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Fragrant, late-blooming peony 'Chestine Gowdy'.
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turning heads after 115 years. It
blooms midseason and makes a
great garden display because of
the more compact habit of the
28” tall stems. The stems emerge
dark red in the spring and become
a dark green as the plants come
into bloom. Exceptional keeping
quality as a cut flower is also a
plus.
Peony 'Chestine Gowdy' was introduced in 1913. This wonderfully fragrant variety blooms after
many other peonies are finished.
It is a full double with a pink and
cream blend with a bright rose
pink center surrounded by guard
petals, separated by a collar of
cream-colored petals, creating a
unique effect. At 26" tall it has suitable stem length for cutting and is
often requested for bouquets at
our cut flower show. In a bouquet,
it adds a heavenly, moderate fragrance. This variety is a very generous bloomer and makes an excellent choice for planting along
a fence for a plentiful supply of
blooms to share with friends and
family.
Peony 'Krinkled White' is
an Award of Landscape Merit Winner introduced back in 1928 and is
still a popular variety. It is known
world-wide for its ability to withstand harsh environmental events
like extended drought. Large single flowers with broad pure white
petals make it especially fine

for cutting with strong slender
straight stems. Light green foliage
color make it a very fine garden
subject with 31" stems. The buds
are always a very faint pink when
the green shield sepals begin to
open enough to show the colored petals a day before opening.
That is when you want to cut and
bring this one inside to enjoy for a
whole week.
Peony 'Mrs. Frank Beach' , introduced in 1925, has a sweetly scented, large flat double white flower.
It blooms late, just after the main
peony season. The 24-32" stems
are quite strong, adding to its garden value. One of the more difficult to find older varieties from
Brands, it is starting to show up in
new cut flower growers fields attesting to its vigor. Great if you are
looking for a more compact growing peony that also is suitable for
cut flower use.
Peony 'Myrtle Gentry', introduced in 1925, has held the title
of the most fragrant peony with a
delightful tea rose fragrance. The
flower opens a medium light pink,
that in the Midwest sun, fades to
white as the flower ages. One of
the last peonies to bloom, its stellar qualities include very fragrant
blooms and strong stems with a
perfect rose form. Tints of flesh
and salmon show throughout the
petals. It’s a splendid grower with
dark green foliage.
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Peony 'Dr. L. W. Pollock' (this
is the way it is described in the
Brand catalogs, although the APS
lists it as 'Lee W. Pollock') is a
lovely double dark pink that was
described as tyrian rose color. The
large blooms are held on good
strong stems. The color holds exceptionally well in the garden and
does not fade. The foliage is just
slightly lighter green and of a medium height at 32 – 34” tall. It is a
rare and beautiful variety, one we
are happy to see more people taking an interest in growing because
of the cut flower shows at Hidden
Springs Flower Farm.

Peony 'Ruth Elizabeth', introduced in 1936, is a double dark
red, with 30” tall stems. Most red
doubles bloom early and because
this one blooms later you can use
it to contrast beautifully with the
double white peonies that typically bloom at this same time in
the garden. Take a look at the APS
registry for a better image of this
stunning and little-known peony.
Here is what the Brand catalog
had to say about this 1940 Silver Medal winner, displayed at
the Rochester, MN National APS
convention. “An intensely rich
red of true rose form with broad

Historic Brand peony field with 'Henry St. Clair'.
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Current image of 'Henry St. Clair'.

rose-like petals set up in perfect
arrangement. Comes into bloom
late in the peony season. Always
opens well. This fine new red of
exceptional merit won the Silver
Medal at the Rochester Show in
1940. It attracted a great deal of
favorable comment. We believe
the form of this new flower is the
finest of any red peony in existence. This was the best red in the
show at Guelph, Ontario.”
Peony 'Henry St. Clair', introduced in 1941, is a brilliant double red bomb with strong stems
and one of the best. It also makes
an excellent cut flower. The color
carries a long distance in the field.

The excellent healthy foliage is a
glossy dark green, making it easy
to pick out of the hundreds of other varieties we grow. 'Henry St.
Clair 'was the talk of one bride's
wedding bouquet this past summer. It was named for the first
Native American ordained as an
Episcopal Bishop.
Peony 'Edward F Flynn', introduced in 1942, has brilliant red
double flowers and is perhaps one
of the very best to be introduced
by A.M. Brand. Later blooming
than most other red double lactiflora peonies, it comes into bloom
at the end of week 5 and a day before the week 6 peonies. It is sim-
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Current image of 'Long Fellow'.

ilar to 'Phillipe Rivoire', but with
stronger growth and stems, more
robust foliage, and larger flowers
growing about hip high. It is an
excellent cut flower. When stored
in the cooler, the flower takes on
a gorgeous purple color, which is
also seen in cool blooming seasons. Rarely seen, it should be
more widely grown.
Peony 'Sam Donaldson', introduced in 1943 is very rich dark red
and globe shaped. This deep red
double also blooms late for a red

double, and is excellent as a show
flower. We received our original
plant from Gus Sindt and then a
few more directly from the Robert
Tischler fields in Faribault, Minnesota. It should be more widely
known. The dark red foliage in the
spring and fall add to its garden
value.
Interest in some of these classic,
now heirloom or near heirloom
varieties makes me happy to see
them being enjoyed in modern
gardens today.

401-20

The Language of Peonies

Disk [disk]
Originating from the Greek word diskos, meaning “discus”, the
word disk is used to describe the flower structure found in herbaceous peonies which encircle the base of the carpels. This structure may be prominent in some peony cultivars and nearly absent
in others. Forms may be flatted, toothy or irregular. In woody peonies the disk’s form is that of a “sheath” which encloses the carpels
at first opening of the flower.
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Nate Bremer- APS President- Reedsville, Wisconsin

Partial view of the Chow property.

Nestled on a hillside in Pennsylvania’s Appalachian foothills rest
the peony gardens of Franklin
and Angela Chow: a beautiful, under-the-radar paradise that promises to forward the tree peony for
future generations.
I’d known of the Chows for years
thanks to my friend Bill Seidl,
but timing a visit between two
busy hybridizers never seemed
to quite work out. To my delight,
I was finally able to visit Franklin
and Angela and view their exten-

sive collection of woody peonies
in bloom in May of 2021 – a truly
eye-opening experience.
It’s my honor - both as a tree peony enthusiast and a representative of the APS - to introduce you
to the Chows and their remarkable tree peonies.
It All Began with Bill Seidl
My connection to the Chows began with an introduction from
Bill Seidl, a friend and fellow peony philosopher who lived just 30
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minutes down the road from our
farm. Bill became acquainted with
Franklin in the 1990’s. Bill was a
fanatical hybridizer of woody peonies. He was quite interested in
Franklin’s work with P. rockii cultivars and crosses with Suffruticosa
Group cultivars, and the two corresponded regularly. At the time,
P. rockii cultivars and their hybrids
were not widely available or wellknown in the United States, but
Franklin was keenly interested in
working with them in his hybridizing efforts.
Flash forward to the early 2000’s.
Bill introduced me to Franklin
via email and so began our longdistance relationship. Franklin’s
work of with P. rockii influence
cultivar hybridizing was of keen
interest to me for this plant’s reported hardiness and vigor in cold
climates.
At first, we traded plants. I began to learn about the breadth of
Franklin’s work, but we were both
busy people. After the passing of
Bill in 2016, Franklin contacted
me to reflect on Bill’s life, and of
course, peonies. At this point, we
realized we had best meet in person and have some serious woody
peony discussions.
Over the years, Franklin shared
that he was producing thousands
of woody peony seedlings, many
showing advancement. He for-

warded images, and they did look
promising, but images often don’t
do peonies justice. As a pessimist,
I’m always wary of such claims,
adhering to the school of “seeing
is believing.”
I had an opportunity to visit Franklin’s gardens during bloom season
in 2020. Unfortunately, travel in
2020 was prohibited due to the
Covid-19 pandemic, delaying our
meeting. Thanks to vaccines and
good timing, the reality of a faceto-face visit in of May 2021 finally
came to fruition. I jumped on a
plane from Wisconsin to Pennsylvania for a three-day tour. I had
no idea what to expect but had
high hopes for something special.
“Something special” was an understatement and the visit ended
up being the greatest peony spectacle in my life!
Setting the Stage
On a cool, bright May morning
I journeyed up the long rolling
driveway to the Chow residence.
The driveway passed by a herd of
grazing beef cattle, then traveled
upward into a lush shallow valley.
The entrance to the Chow’s home
was impressive, welcoming the
visitor with woody peony plantings in full bloom, unusual trees
and a large rock inscribed in Chinese script loosely translating to
“a good relationship with tree peonies is not arranged purposefully”.
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Franklin quickly made his way
from their lovely red brick home
and enthusiastically greeted me
in the driveway. His vigor and enthusiasm belies his age (mid-70’s).
In fact, this article might be better
titled “Keeping Up with Franklin
and Angela”. After some basic
travel/peony conversation, Franklin laid out the plans for the day.
He and Angela would be bagging
and pollinating and I was invited
to assist or tour the property. I
elected to tour the property and
take as many pictures as I could.
Little did I know from this vantage
point how extensive their collection and hybridizing operation is –
12 acres of woody peonies! Fields
of peonies revealed themselves,
exploding in all directions with
unbelievable blooming plants.
Franklin noted my visit could not
have come at a better time for
viewing peak bloom.
The Chow property is organized
with seedling growing blocks, and
single row and double row plantings of older plants, separated by
grass access strips wide enough
to drive a utility vehicle through.
The long rows are situated along
the contours of a large hillside
and it’s a hike to travel down each.
Most of the peonies within these
rows are seedlings, not named
cultivars, as their value is in their
plant and flower characteristics
for the Chow hybridizing program.
Paeonia mairei

The Great Reveal
Through the years, I’ve visited
many a peony garden, but I can
truly say I’ve never seen as spectacular a showing as this.
Numerous rows of older plants
were immaculately pruned into
small tree-like configurations
ranging from 3- to 8 feet in height
(most in the 6-to-7 foot range).
Most had single to three main
trunks pruned to produce a head
of foliage and flowers. I’d seen
images of such woody peony
plant configurations from Chinese
growers in the past, but did not
believe this could be achieved in
mass in North America.
Location, zone and soils combined
for a truly peony-friendly micro-climate. Our Wisconsin USDA
Zone 4b gardens are only able to
produce plants to about 4 feet on
average due to winter stem kill.
Franklin and Angela’s gardens are
located in USDA Zone 6b which
does not experience the limiting
impact of our long winters. Soils
in their operation are nothing special according to Franklin, mostly
consisting of a mixture of clay,
sand, rock and gravel – obviously
not a limiting factor for growing
woody peonies.
Their growing location is not without pitfalls, especially with escalating climate variables. In recent
years, late spring freezes have
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Teenage Suffruticosa Group peonies.

damaged or outright killed newly
emerging growth on these colossal plants which often impacts
bloom and ultimately hybridizing
efforts. In 2021, their location experienced freeze damage, but not
enough to preclude an outstanding bloom.
Franklin and Angela are a tour de
force when it comes to plant care,
hybridizing, and all aspects of gardening. As I toured the stunning

plantings, the Chows worked in
concert with each other: bagging
peony selections to be pollinated
in the next few days, collecting
pollen, and making pollinations.
Angela managed labeling, record
keeping, and numerous other details, while Franklin bagged and
performed pollinations. This activity continued throughout the
day until twilight and was repeated in following days.
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Hybridizing Goals and Focus
Franklin and Angela’s hybridizing goals include both plant form and
function, and are focused clearly on a desired program:
1) General goals
a.
b.
		
c.
		
d.
		
e.
f.
		
		
g.

Upright plant habits with stiff stems
Plants that produce singular trunks and lack many ground 		
shoots (allows for pruning into a tree-like configuration)
Plants which are floriferous and carry flowers in an upright
position
Flowers which have a size which is proportional to their display
on the plant
Healthy vigorous growth
Incorporating P. rockii genetics into Suffruticosa Group and
Lutea hybrid lines for hardier plant habits and erect flower
carriage
Unique foliar characteristics (incorporation of P. decomposita)

2) Line goals
a.
		
b.
		
c.

Woody peony cut flower characteristics – includes extra-long
stems for cutting
Dark red flowers which are sunfast and have P. rockii in their
background (for hardiness)
Clear colored flowers

Many of the Chow seedlings exhibit these qualities; many were
near perfection in my eyes.
One of the most interesting
achievements is that of extra-long
stems aimed for cut flower purposes. Among their seedlings the
Chows have produced plants with
long flower stems which have 11
leaf nodes, rather than the normal 8, creating a measurably longer stem for cut flower use. These
plants have been derived from P.
ostii cultivars crossed with Suffruticosa Group cultivars and are

showing much promise. Additionally these plants are very tall and
produce an abundance of stems
for cut flower harvest at an easy
harvesting height. This is testament to Franklin and Angela’s key
observation skills as well as their
creative and clear hybridizing vision.
Another line of interest is Franklin’s deep red Suffruticosa Group
plants. The very dark red Suffruticosa Group cultivars currently
available are often poor growers
and lack consistency. Addition-
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One of hundreds of sumputuous P. rockii x Suffruticosa Group lineage seedlings.

Mature Suffruticosa Group peonies - 6 or more feet in height.
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seedlings to exhibit. Rather than
go on about the numerous attributes of these plants, the following pictorial bonanza is all that is
needed to convey their outstanding work!
Peerless in All Ways
As hosts, the Chows were as peerless as their peonies, supplying
great conversation, new ideas,
meals and their precious time.
Peony bloom season is never long
enough, and hybridizing opportunities are extremely time-sensitive. Their hospitality during this
busy period was beyond expectation.
P. ostii lineage plant pruned to perfection taller than the author's 6 foot 2 inch height.

ally, they tend to be short in stature and are not profuse bloomers. Franklin has developed a line
which addresses these issues. He
is seeing outstanding progress.
Of interest to me is his success in
cross-breeding within this line,
locking in the deep red coloration.
This has resulted in seedlings
which do not exhibit other colors
– so common when outcrossing
with parents with variable genomes. Having stabilized color
traits, Franklin is now concentrating on selecting plants for habit
and other desirable traits.

The night before my flight home
to Wisconsin, Angela prepared a
gourmet meal that matched their
excellence in peony hybridizing.
Heading back to my motel that
evening, my mind was filled with
peonies and my belly full of some
of the finest table fare I’ve had in
years (don’t tell my wife). Editor’s
comment - duly noted.
Few excursions in my life time rivaled this trip and I am thankful to
my gracious hosts, the Chows, for
sharing their passion for peonies.
Please note the Chows are private people and their gardens
are not open for public viewing.

Other lines are more diverse, but
all incorporate the desired goals
Franklin and Angela aspire their
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Chow Suffruticosa Group seedling.

P. ostii lineage plant showing excellent flower carriage.
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Introducing APS Members
Franklin and Angela Chow
Franklin Chow was born in China and immigrated to Taiwan with his parents where he spent most of his youth. Later he moved to the United States
and attended college at the University of Florida where he graduated with a
degree in entomology. Franklin then went to work for Bayer Crop Science,
performing plant pest management research.
Franklin’s interest in peonies developed through a visit to China in 1989
where he fell in love with the beauty and potential of this plant. Because
Franklin is also a master engineer and landscape planner, his magazine-worthy gardens are elegantly designed to take advantage of the peony, the natural geography of the land, and the contrast of local materials.
His property has been developed through large earth movement projects,
pond building and contouring – all performed by Franklin!
Angela was born, raised and spent many years in mainland China. She is
the daughter of Dezhoug Chen, a notable Chinese hybridizer of P. rockii peonies. Angela has a highly trained eye and understanding of plant genetics,
part of her family heritage. She has wide interests in biology and botany. A
talented and imaginative cook, Angela is interested in vegetable gardening
and animal husbandry to supply fresh, home-grown ingredients.
Like many peony enthusiasts, Chows have diverse interests. Using one
of their natural springs, the Chows have developed an easy method to
raise Brook and Rainbow trout. Unusual nut and fruit trees are scattered
throughout the property as well as bamboo, Chinese toona, and numerous
ornamental tree selections. And of course, they raise flocks of poultry,
including chickens and peacocks.
While their interests in peonies take center stage, the Chows are quiet and
private society members who are not interested in commercial production.
At one time they did offer plants for sale, but now focus on enjoying their
time hybridizing and growing peonies. We thank them for allowing the
APS to feature their garden in the Bulletin for our enjoyment.
For MORE images connected to this article see the American Peony Society’s website…Member Portal>>The Bulletin>>Expanded Info. (https://
americanpeonysociety.org/member-portal/pages/the-bulletin/expanded-info/)
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The friendly and focused Angela and Franklin Chow.
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Cutting Propagation of Tree Peonies
Jim Sampson, Rarity Gardens, Mt. Hood, Oregon

Four articles for your continuing education, all available free online.
Reverend Jim Ignatowski (played
by Christopher Lloyd in the '70's
TV series Taxi), cautioned us that,
"Not all blue berries are blueberries!" Had this been a nursery sitcom (like that would ever happen),
Ignatowski would have warned us,
'Not all clonal propagation is clonal propagation!'. Good advice. As
growers and propagators, we are
acutely aware of the variability of
traits created from sexual (seed)
propagation when contrasted with
the (assumed) fidelity of asexual
(i.e. cloned) propagation.
Presumed is a simple dichotomy
of either seedling or clone. However, botanical distinctions between
cultivar or cultigen, strain or variety, or race or grex, mutant, sport,
chimera, attest to the complexity
of propagating and maintaining
pure lines. Cloning by offsets of
bulbs and bulbils, root/crown divisions, stem cuttings and layers,
grafted scion stock all provide
nearly perfect reliability of reproduction, yet each experiences rare
occasions of inconsistent duplication. For micropropagation, the
tissue culture of explanted organs,

a mixed reputation of very good to
very bad exists, depending especially upon the cultigen involved.
Long ago in a nursery far, far away
I was baptized in the doctrine that
all plants, herbaceous and woody
alike, were capable of asexual reproduction. Cellular totipotency,
the complete DNA genome contained within each dividing (meristematic) cell, ensures the possibility of organogenesis for every
structure and for every physiology
of any plant. In the decades since
the 1960’s the obstacles continued
to fall that had kept grafting as the
exclusive means for cloning of the
‘tough’ species. Today, many cultivars within those species, (e.g.,
conifers, magnolias, maples, and
others), responding to deeper
knowledge and improved methods, routinely strike roots in the
cutting bed. For tree peonies I
believe we are on the brink of just
such a transition from commercial
production via grafting to either
soft or hardwood cutting propagation. Below are a few of my recent
online peregrinations through the
(perhaps) relevant research.
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Those tree peonies of the clump
(caespitose) habit can be propagated from root cuttings and/or
division due to their dormant and
adventitious root buds just below
the caudex. (Not surprising considering their growth by stooling/
suckering.)
Some cuttings, especially late season softwood cuttings, (e.g. Viburnums, etc.), have a tendency to
callus and produce sparse short
roots in the bench before winter
sets in, but fail to regrow the following spring. Extending the photoperiod with artificial light helps
slightly but inadequate carbohydrate storage before winter remains a problem. For tree peonies,
there is current debate between
plants offered “on their own root”
vs “with an herbaceous nurse root
understock,” the concern being the
smaller, fibrous “own roots” may
lack adequate stored nutrients to
provide strong transplanting success.
The first research paper documents effects on early root development of seedlings by the timing
and length of root tip terminal
pruning. It may suggest an avenue for improving root biomass of
those “on their own root” plants.
Further, it provides insights into
the activities of endogenous root
hormones and enzymes and how
they might be manipulated to pro-

mote rooting on stem cuttings. Excellent data, graphics, and photos.
“Effects of Root Pruning on Adventitous Root Formation, Enzyme
Activities, and Hormone Levels in
Paeonia suffruticosa ‘Fendanbai’
Seedlings,” by Zheng Wang et al.,
Horticultural Science and Technology, February 2021, pp. 10-22.
https://www.hst-j.org/articles/pdf/
7jgb/kshs-2021-039-01-2.pdf

This next research, also tissue culture based, is informative especially for the effect of IBA and for
providing nutrition from CO2 vs.
sucrose.
“Effect of IBA Concentration, Carbon Source, Substrate and Light
Source on Root Induction Ability
of Tree Peony (Paeonia suffrutico-
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sa Andr) Plantlets in Vitro,” by H. Y.
Wang, et al., European Journal of
Horticultural Science, June 2021,
77(3): pp. 122-128.
https://www.researchgate.net/
profile/Jaime-Teixeira-Da-Silva/
publication/289357839_Effect_of_
IBA_Concentration_Carbon_Source_
Substrate_and_Light_Source_on_
Root_Induction_Ability_of_Tree_
Peony_Paeonia_suffruticosa_Andr_
Plantlets_in_Vitro.pdf

There is satisfaction in recalling
lessons learned, skills bequeathed
and passing them on to others.
Forgotten and displaced nursery practices strike such a chord!
These next three segues are joined
at the hip and jump back to 1958,
1955 and, mon Dieu! 1860 ("Parlezvous français?). They resurrect my
memories of the efficacy of sharp
sand, bottom heat, intermittent
mist, chip bud, mallet and heel
cuttings, foliage reduction, diffused sunlight, the Ward case, and
the French cloche. (It would be
100 years before that great guy,
Mr. Nearing, improved upon the
cloche with his eponymous cutting
frame.)
First, this online access is to
Blaney’s results with a limited 1958
replication of a century old (1860)
French cuttage procedure he discovered in the January 1955 issue of The Horticulture Magazine.
(Also, provided below.) Lacking
sufficient propagule stock he made

merely 25 chip-bud cuttings, from
the four cultivars, rooted ten, with
two ultimately surviving – a bit
discouraging, but stay the course,
things get better! Especially noteworthy, since not visible in his photos, he describes “shallow cuts into
the stem behind the buds” and
“half the leaf was removed.” For
propagators, retaining a small chip
of (vascular) wood under the bud
was considered essential, both for
cuttings and for chip (shield) bud
grafts. Leaf trimming, when done
properly, greatly reduces water demand for the rootless cuttings and
improves air flow between cuttings thus lessening fungus establishment. For root cutting that are
slow to root and destined to stay
in their beds through the dark cold
months of winter, this is crucial!
“Tree Peonies Rooted from Leaf
Bud Cuttings,” by L. T. Blaney,
Horticulture Department, Oregon
State College, 1958.
https://agsci.oregonstate.edu/sites/
agscid7/files/horticulture/osunursery-greenhouse-and-christmastrees/ond020301a.pdf

Next, (also online), the January
1955 issue of, The Horticulture
Magazine which is entirely focused
on Tree Peonies. The ‘Cuttings’
chapter (pp. 32-33), opens with a
reference to the 1860 article, “Bouture en Ecusson,” (shield bud, chip
bud cuttings) by E. Bailly in Revue
Horticole. After lauding the excep-
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tional propagation skills of the
prior century’s nurserymen, it describes the favorable results they
achieved with now abandoned
methods. Specifically discussed is
the rooting of difficult species under glass with chip bud cuttings.
The National Horticultural Magazine, Journal of the American
Horticultural Society, Inc., January
1955, Vol. 34, pp.32-33.
https://ahsgardening.org/wpcontent/pdfs/1955-01r.pdf

The end of the trail. This is the 1860
French monograph by E. Bailly that
stimulated L. T. Blaney’s 1958 cuttings trials at Oregon State, published in Revue Horticole on pages
63-65. I was unable to translate the
two pages of text, but they clearly
provide considerable detail of the
methods used. Page 64 offers two
superb line drawings; the shield
bud cutting with foliage reduced
ready to be stuck in the bed (obviously the model Blaney replicated
for his own cuttings), and a second
image showing a well-rooted cutting with flower excised and leaf

abscised, supporting a large vegetative bud. Lots to learn here providing one masters the translation.
Revue Horticole, 1860, pp. 63-66,
contrib. E. Bailly, Journal d’Horticulture Pratique; Anne 1860.
https://www-google-com.translate.
goog/books/edition/Revue_horticole/
Yq1KAQAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&p
g=PA65&dq=bailly+E.+bouture+en+e
cusson&_x_tr_sl=fr&_x_tr_tl=en&_x_
tr_hl=en-US&_x_tr_pto=sc

To summarize: Successful tree peony propagation by cuttings has
been around a long time, albeit in
lesser usage. Advances in identifying the relationships between hormones, enzymes, nutrients, chemical promoters and inhibitors, and
environmental factors are rapidly
being revealed especially from tissue culture research. Likely that
knowledge can be generalized to
improve the methods of cutting
propagation for the benefit of
gardeners, amateurs, and smaller
scale nurseries.
Au revoir,
Peony Jim (Pivoine Jacques!)
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Canadian Peony Society
Darlene Kalawsky – President

Thank you for this opportunity to share out what is happening with our Canadian Peony Society. We have had a stellar year in our organization with
many new and exciting projects on the go. Our board and membership have
been very responsive to changes in our society. We have added new committees, new board members and have an engaging strategic plan for the next
five years. Importantly, our vision to increase and retain memberships remains our top priority. We are encouraging small societies to partner with
us on a variety of initiatives across Canada for 2022. In doing so and God
willing, we are encouraging our regional reps to ignite small but mighty “pop
up peony events” throughout Canada. It could be a farmers market, a small
tea party, a walk in a public park, private garden visits, vendor walkabouts,
zoom sharing events for shut ins, you name it we will be out there making it
happen!
For the past two years we have hosted Virtual shows , which have been very
successful, but as we all know they do not replace being in a room full of
glorious peonies. We recognize we must change our outreach, so we are taking this opportunity to up our game in social media networks, revitalizing
our membership portal and this includes rebranding our website to be more
clearly defined.
We are now offering a Winter Series of Peony Seminars, with some very
gifted guest presenters. These have been very well received, and will go on
through to April 2022. Thanks to Craig Aiken, Lois Girton, Michelle Ovans,
Gene & Myra Froc, Ingrid Janssen, and Nate Bremer for your leadership in
our seminars.
For the 2022 Peony selection of the year, the Board of Directors chose to honor François-Leo Tremblay, with the selection of 'Le Cratère', a collaborative
effort of Tremblay and Maltais. It is available at Les Fleurs Maltais.
We are busy planning our 25th Anniversary celebrations for 2023. This is a
momentous occasion and we want to celebrate with all Canadians. We have
a lot to share.
We hope to see you next year in Oshawa, Ontario for our National Show
on June 10,& 11, 2023 where we will CELEBRATE our 25th anniversary in
Grand Style. Stay tuned, the Best is yet to come.
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Wisconsin Peony Society

Cory Tischman, President – contact at wipeonysociety.president@gmail.com

Winter can be a rather exciting time for we peony enthusiasts as this is the
time of year a number of growers open up their catalogues. I know I get quite
the adrenaline rush trying to quickly order before some cultivars are sold out.
Sometimes I strike big and get everything I wanted, and other times, not so
much. Somehow, though, my wish list continues get longer. There are some
on my list that I know deep down are probably lost forever in commerce – either hidden away in someone’s yard with no ID, or it being extinct. I still hold
out hope but I won’t be holding my breath. One of the biggest reasons certain
cultivars seemed to have disappeared has been due to the lack of distribution,
and that could be due to several issues: it struggles to increase or is a poor
grower; hard to divide (or never divided); or in general, not getting it into
enough hands. One cultivar that I wish I could have but know it is likely extinct is 'Eclipse', which is a Saunders hybrid with a very distinct black-purple
color and touted as one of the darkest-colored peonies to have been hybridized. Luckily, its genetics survive in two known cultivars: 'Valkyrie' and 'Old
Soldier', which both originate from the same cross of 'Blushing Princess' x
('Sable' x 'Eclipse') by the late Bill Seidl, a hybridizer from Wisconsin.
Our next meeting will be on March 5th and it will be virtual. Our educational
speaker for the event is Holly Watson of Linwood Gardens. Holly Watson is
a fifth-generation Linwood Gardens family member who works with the tree
peony collection at the property. Her presentation will be on how Linwood
Gardens has evolved from a summer estate to a public/private garden, and
the historic tree peony collection it has taken care of over the years. You must
be a WPS member to attend this virtual presentation. Any questions may be
directed to Vice President, Jordan Kabat: jordan_kabat@bostonconservatory.
edu.
We are always on the lookout for interested individuals who would like to
volunteer or be interested in a leadership position in one of our committees.
If you are interested, you can contact me using the email address above. Otherwise, if you want to find out more information about what we are doing
here in Wisconsin, check out our website: www.wipeonysociety.org or visit
us on Facebook: ‘Wisconsin Peony Society Group’.
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A Wo r d o f T h a n k s t o O u r
Bulletin Adver tisers
The American Peony Society would like to thank our
commercial member advertisers for their strong support
of the APS Bulletin, an important contribution that helps
underwrite mailing and printing costs.

Please join your fellow APS members in
patronizing these advertisers, and keep specialty
peony and plant businesses strong.

Durable, affordable
& made in the USA!

• Now with rounded corners •

INTRODUCTORY OFFER
Sample pack of 8 styles
plus a marking pencil

just $7.50

EverlastLabel.com
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Premium

Peony Roots
for All Gardens Big & Small
Looking for elegance, drama, or simply a cheerful garden makeover?
Peony USA is your source. With over 100 peony cultivars from
which to choose, and the vast array of rich colors, sizes, and shapes,
the possibilities for your vision are limitless!

•
•
•
•
•
•

Family
• Family
Owned
Owned
Business
Business
for Over
for Over
60 Years
60 Years
Family Owned Business for Over 60 Years
Over
• Over
100 Beautiful
100 Beautiful
Varieties
Varieties
& Colors
& Colors
Over 100 Beautiful Varieties & Colors
Superior
• Superior
Dutch
Dutch
Roots
Roots
- Minimum
- Minimum
3-5 Eyes
3-5 Eyes
Superior Dutch Roots - Minimum 3-5 Eyes

peonyusa.com
peonyusa.com
• info@peonyusa.com
• 540-422-3134
• 540-422-3134
peonyusa.com
• info@peonyusa.com
540-642-7339
peonyusa.com • info@peonyusa.com
• 540-422-3134
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F R E E C ATA L O G | O R D E R O N L I N E

ADELMAN
PEONY GARDENS

Peonies at the
Peak of Perfection
new hybrids | award winners | heritage
intersectionals | rare | herbaceous
5690 Brooklake Rd. NE • Salem, OR 97305

503-393-6185

www.peonyparadise.com
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Shop our 2022 catalog online at
www.raritygardens.com
Mt. Hood, Oregon • 541.352.7044

F R E E C ATA L O G | O R D E R O N L I N E

Durable, affordable
& made in the USA!
• Now with rounded corners •

ADELMAN
PEONY GARDENS

new hybrids | award winners | heritage
intersectionals | rare | herbaceous
5690 Brooklake Rd. NE • Salem, OR 97305

503-393-6185

www.peonyparadise.com

Introductory Offer
Sample pack of 8 styles
plus a marking pencil

JUST $6

www.EverlastLabel.com

Europe’s Largest Collection of
PEONIES!
• R2 Flowers B.V. is a worldwide

broker in Peonies.

• Import and Export of Peonies.
• Buying of Peony seeds and

Peony Showgarden Holland

Seedlings.
• European distribution of
Peonies.
• We are founder of the Peony
Showgarden Holland.
• The largest collection of
Peonies in Europe.
• We receive hundreds of
visitors per season from all
over the world.

Peony Showgarden Holland

R2 Flowers B.V. / Peony Showgarden Holland
For information: r.jong@r2flowers.nl
www.peonyshowgarden.com
www.r2peony.com
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Peony Showgarden Holland

ˈPatricia Jeanˈ
(Formerly AprDbl)

Quality
Herbaceous Peonies

Hybridizer Tim Stanek

Grown in rich Iowa soil.

The ORIGINAL 100% Stainless
Released 2022
Steel First
Plant Time
Markers
Signature - Collector - Garden
- Designer Series Markers

Free list of varieties.

Iowa Peony Farm

— Wholesale Only —

For information:
Brother P-Touch Products

Iowapeonyfarm@gmail.com
Everything you need

W12925 Mielke Rd
A-1 Nursery
Marion,
WI 54950
2842 Fremont Avenue
920-858-7020
Shenandoah, IA 51601
ohmypeonies.com

to label your garden
Now offering
Custom Engraving
& Label Printing
www.kincaidplantmarkers.com

3-year Herbaceous and
ITOH peonies
a1nurseryshenandoah@gmail.com

support@kincaidgardens.com
816-324-4931
Use code PEONY-GYR at checkout
to receive discount on plant markers

TM

phone (712) 534-2595

Advanced Generation
Hybrid Woody &
Herbaceous Peonies

Browse & Order Online
7510 Pinesva Rd., Reedsville, WI 54230
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solarisfarms.com

i n f o @ s o l a r i s f a r m s. c o m

OVER
350
GARDEN
PEONY
VARIETIES
OVER
350
GARDEN
PEONY
VARIETIES
OVER
350
GARDEN
PEONY
VARIETIES
WITH
DELIVERY
OVER
350 WORLD-WIDE
GARDEN PEONY
VARIETIES
WITH
WORLD-WIDE
DELIVERY
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“If you’ve never
experienced the joy of
accomplishing more
than you can imagine,
plant a garden.”
—Robert Brault

Gardens of Franklin and Angela Chow

