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President’s Message Summer 2022

Nate Bremer, APS President and Director – Reedsville, Wisconsin

I’m looking forward to SPRING! As
I write this message, the conditions here
in Northeast Wisconsin are what we refer to as the month of “mud & ice”. Little gets done outdoors during this period
(March), due to chill and impassable soil
conditions, plus the plants all remain
dormant. While these conditions are
uninteresting, the peonies are safely occupying their frozen environs and will
not be damaged by the heavy freeze
– thaw cycles. A short distance to the
south, many gardeners are seeing their
peonies emerge early. I hope they do not
experience deep freezing temperatures
which may be damaging to the plants as they have waited to see for almost
a year. This time of year is exciting, but also may be a bit filled with anxiety.
Found within this issue is an article entitled “Peonies for Peace”, which
introduces the important genomic work being undertaken by a number of
collaborative institutions. APS’ own Dr. David Michener and Dr. Nastassia
Vlasava are leading research initiatives. These initiatives look into peony
cultivar origins, relationships, diseases, and presence in gardens worldwide.
Resulting information will be welcomed by hybridizers for clarifying expressed traits in existing cultivars. Hybridizers wishing to incorporate new
genetic lines in their programs will profit as well. Peony enthusiasts will
benefit from disease research and positive cultivar identification, among
other outcomes from these studies. I look forward to their continued work
and am thankful for such dedicated peony enthusiasts!
Many APS members are looking forward to our first in-person convention in two years. Attendees have numerous opportunities to fulfill their
peony addictions and become involved with our vibrant and growing society. One event I highly recommend involvement in is the Flower Show
and Exhibition. Whether you grow one or hundreds of peonies, showing
your peony flowers and photographs will be enjoyable, educational and socially satisfying.
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If you’ve never entered flowers in a show, try it – you’ll love it! There are
many experienced members who are quite happy to assist you with preparations and answer questions you may have. Additionally, you will likely
make connections which will last a lifetime. This year’s Ann Arbor Convention will likely see a large public audience and your contributions to the
show will certainly be appreciated.
I’m looking forward to meeting you in Ann Arbor and wish everyone a
successful and beauty-filled spring season!
All the Best, Nate Bremer

Bulletin Board
1) Bring your peony flowers to the convention in Ann Arbor this
spring! APS is looking to showing off our Member’s good growing
work to the Michigan public, plus providing an educational and socially rich experience for our members. The Flower Show will be
held at Matthaei Botanic Gardens which will be heavily attended by
visitors during the period, providing a visual bonanza.
2) Submit Gold Medal Peony nominations and Personal Award
nominations. Each year APS asks membership to submit nominations for these awards, which are compiled and evaluated by
the Awards committee for consideration. Your contributions are
important in decision making and ultimately recognizing deserving recipients. Submit your nominations at: Member Portal>>
Pages>>Donate & Contribute>>Awards & Nominations. Award
nominations may done at any time throughout the year and are
added to APS records as they are submitted for future consideration.
3) Convention pandemic precautions. At this time (March 2022)
most preventative measures for the spread of Covid have been
lifted, however future precautions may need to be implemented
during the convention. APS continues to monitor the science and
recommendations provided by the CDC and will keep attending
members apprised of any new developments which may change
convention plans. APS continues to encourage attendees to protect themselves, loved ones and fellow Members through vaccination. We look forward to seeing you in Ann Arbor!
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4) Annual General Membership Meeting – Ann Arbor, Michigan,
June 4. This year’s meeting will be held after the convention banquet for attending members. The meeting provides the opportunity for members to hear about our organization’s standing and
plans. Elections of nominated Directors for the term of 2022-2024
will also be held during the meeting. Join us by attending the 2022
convention. An agenda may be found at: Member Portal>>Pages>>What’s New>>AGMM Meeting.
5) Peonydale/Wettengel Garden article. If any Members have or
know of a location which grows documented (backed with reliable
records) Wettengel cultivars, please contact APS. The online database is missing images of all Wettengel cultivars at this time and
adding these will certainly benefit the peony world.

NOMENCLATURE
Reiner Jakubowski, APS Registrar — Waterloo, Ontario, Canada
The American Peony Society serves as the International Cultivar Registration Authority for Peonies and follows the rules set forth by the International Code of Nomenclature for Cultivated Plants in the registration of new varieties.
Photographs and full descriptions can be found in the official Peony Registry, maintained on the American Peony Society Website at americanpeonysociety.org/cul
tivars/peony-registry.
APS publishes a separate, Annual Registry Directory with parentage, full descriptions
and photos, which will be mailed to all current members in late December.
'Orticola Milano' [Herbaceous Hybrid] — Roberto Gamoletti / Giovanni Buffa, Italy.
'Angela Early' [Herbaceous Hybrid] — Paul Simmons, New Zealand.
'Bright and Beautiful' [Herbaceous Hybrid] — Paul Simmons, New Zealand.
'Promise of Spring' [Herbaceous Hybrid] — Paul Simmons, New Zealand.
'Springtime Joy' [Herbaceous Hybrid] — Paul Simmons, New Zealand.

402-6

- 2022 Convention Event Planner Ann Arbor Michigan — June 2 - 5, 2022
We’re excited to publish a preliminary schedule of the live peony experiences
planned for you at the 2022 APS Convention, in partnership with the “100
Years in Bloom” University of Michigan Peony Garden Centennial.
Please check the convention page on the APS Website for updated details,
including dates, times and venues. Meetings for hybridizers, commercial
members and other specialty groups will be announced.
Beside the traditional APS Convention offerings, our Michigan gathering
dazzles with expanded opportunities, including an Ann Arbor garden walk, a
rare bonsai exhibit, an art show, theater, shopping, a free concert and more.
Please note that you must pre-register for some meals or pre-purchase tickets
for some events.
Due to limited parking, there will be hotel shuttle buses available to the
Matthaei and from a parking area to the Nichols Arboretum. Complete
convention information and maps to venues will be provided in your welcome
packets.
https://americanpeonysociety.org/news-events/annual-convention/#100-years-in-bloommichigan-convention

https://mbgna.umich.edu/peony-100/
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THURSDAY June 2, 2022
HOSPITALITY SUITE (Open each day throughout
the Convention- check schedule.)

DoubleTree by
Hilton

Open for check-in and information materials

—The Arbor Room

SEMINAR — “EXHIBITING PEONIES”

DoubleTree by
Hilton

A helpful overview on showing peonies for new
exhibitors
WELCOME RECEPTION & PICNIC - Meal Provided

Island Park “New
Pavilion”

FRIDAY June 3, 2022
HOSPITALITY SUITE OPEN
Open for check-in and information materials and
light refreshments.

DoubleTree by
Hilton
—The Arbor Room

BREAKFAST , LUNCH & DINNER ON YOUR OWN

APS & FEDERATED GARDEN CLUB FLORAL DESIGN
PREP AREA OPEN

Matthaei Botanical
Garden
—Tent

FLOWER SHOW PREP AREA OPEN
Exhibitors are welcome to begin prepping their
entries. Volunteers will assist with moving entries
to the Classification table.
DEADLINE FOR FLOWER SHOW ENTRIES
All entries must be placed no later than 4:00 pm.
FINAL STAGING and JUDGING BEGINS
The exhibition hall will be closed for classification
and judging from 4:00 pm to 8:00 pm.
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Matthaei Botanical
Garden
—Classroom 125

Matthaei Botanical
Garden
—Auditorium
Matthaei Botanical
Garden
—Auditorium

SATURDAY June 4, 2022
BREAKFAST & LUNCH ON YOUR OWN
OPTIONAL “100 YEARS IN BLOOM” Garden Walk
Nichols Arboretum, in partnership with Ann Arbor Farm & Garden Club,
presents the “100 Years in Bloom” Garden Walk. This event includes 7 “best
of the best” private gardens in the Ann Arbor Hills and Geddes Heights
neighborhood.
Purchase tickets for the “100 Years in Bloom” Garden Walk online beginning
on Monday May 2 exclusively via the Michigan Union Ticket Office.
Early bird ticket price $15 (through May 29), $20 from May 30-June 3.
Note: The Garden Walk involves driving from site to site, so a car is required.
There is plenty of parking. Ticket sales are limited. Begin at any garden and
visit in any order. A complete site map will be available to ticket holders.
FLOWER SHOW OPEN TO PUBLIC
View the APS Cut Flower & Federated Garden Club
Design Exhibition
APS BOOK AND SEED SALES, VENDOR SALES
Shop the various books, publications, & peony seed
available from APS. Vendors will also be selling
peonies and peony related items.

Matthaei Botanical
Garden
—Auditorium &
Tent
Matthaei Botanical
Garden
—Auditorium

BOOK SIGNING — “PEONY, THE BEST VARIETIES
FOR YOUR GARDEN”

Matthaei Botanical
Garden

Authors: David G. Michener & Carol A. Adelman

—Auditorium

SATURDAY SEMINARS—
“Peony Culture/Peony 101”

Matthaei Botanical
Garden

“History of the UM Matthaei Peony Garden”

—Classroom 125

“Peony Research at the UM Peony Garden/Central Botanical Gardens”
“Using Peonies to Create Outstanding Floral Designs”
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SATURDAY June 4, 2022
EVENING ANNUAL BANQUET & AUCTION

DoubleTree by
Hilton

Annual Banquet
APS General Meeting
Exhibition Awards Presentation
Annual Auction
SUNDAY June 5, 2022
BREAKFAST & LUNCH ON YOUR OWN
APS BOOK AND SEED SALES, VENDOR SALES,
BOOK SIGNING

Matthaei Botanical
Garden

FLOWER SHOW OPEN TO PUBLIC

Matthaei Botanical
Garden

—Auditorium

—Auditorium/Tent
SEMINARS — “PEONY CULTURE / PEONY 101”
(Repeat of Sat.)

Matthaei Botanical
Garden

“Peony Culture/Peony 101” (Repeat)

—Classroom 125

“Peonies in American Garden History”
“Mining the Old APS Bulletins and Online Resources”
Show tear down and clean up—Please lend a
hand!

Matthaei Botanical
Garden

OPTION: SHAKESPEARE IN THE ARB — Shakespeare in the Arb tickets are $20 with member discount, visit webpage for details. Performance starts
promptly at 6:30.

Nichols Arboretum
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“ON YOUR OWN” CONVENTION EVENTS & EXPERIENCES

THE PEONY GARDEN AT NICHOLS ARBORETUM
Enjoy 270 historic cultivars from the nineteenth and early twentieth century, representing important American, Canadian, and European herbaceous
peonies of the era. Many are no longer commercially available. At capacity,
the garden holds nearly 800 peonies and up to 10,000 flowers during peak
bloom.

GARDENS, CONSERVATORY & DISPLAYS - Matthaei Botanical Garden
Gardens include: Bonsai and Penjing Garden, Great Lakes Garden, Gaffield
Children’s Garden, Alexandra Hicks Herb Know Garden, Gateway Garden of
New World Plants, Perennial Garden, Helen V. Smith Woodland Wildflower
Garden, Medicinal Garden, Marie Azary Rock Garden, Urban Pocket Garden, and Sitting Garden. Conservatory: Arid House, Temperate House, and
Tropical House.

BONSAI IN BLOOM - The Bonsai Garden at Matthaei Botanical
Garden
Discover the centuries-old art of Satsuki bonsai, including an exhibition of
blooming Satsuki azalea from bonsai expert and collector Dr. Melvyn Goldstein.

“100 YEARS IN BLOOM” Community Art Exhibit - Matthaei Botanical
Garden
Experience the relationships between nature, time, and change in a variety of medias, featuring pieces from 30 local artists.

“100 YEARS IN BLOOM” Peony Concert and Centennial Celebrations
- Nichols Arboretum
June 4, 1 -3 pm. Performances of Korean choral works and a commissioned
arrangement by composer-in-residence, Alexis Lamb.
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Will the Real 'Weatherball 90'
Please Step Forward?
Nate Bremer – Reedsville Wisconsin
'Weatherball 90' is a Lactiflora Group introduction originated by Eugene

Lins and registered in 1962. Recently this cultivar has received much attention domestically and internationally, due to apparent misidentification.

Correspondence from various APS members indicates more than one cultivar is currently occupying the name 'Weatherball 90,' based on shared
descriptions, posts and images. Obvious differences between the plants
grown in North America and those grown in Europe are leading to questions about its true identity.
Two examples of variations commonly seen under the name ''Weatherball
90' are provided here.
What can be done to reveal the true
'Weatherball 90' and reveal the imposter(s)? APS is looking for images and descriptions of any plants and their flowers
identified as 'Weatherball 90' which have
provenance. “Provenance” meaning a
known origin – in this case the place or
person it was purchased under the cultivar name.
If you are able to assist with images and descriptions from your own garden, please
consider uploading information on the
APS website at: Member Portal>>Donate
& Contribute>>Registry Images. Images
will be shared with a group working on
the subject and the APS Registrar. Images
will not be published without the donor’s
permission.
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Peonies Sold in Spring
Piet Weirstra – Commercial Member Chair –
Oregon Perennial Company- Woodburn, OR
Each spring, nursery outlets and
box stores offer pre-packaged
peonies, often at bargain prices.
The attractive price tag and prospect of adding new and unusual
plants to our gardens can seem
irresistible.
Unfortunately, in the case of peonies, there are pitfalls to buying
these spring offerings.
Figure 1: Decayed and dried divisions from a "multi-pack" of packaged peonies. Spring of 2022.

roots which support the plant in
the next growing season.
Some frustrated gardeners wonder why the peonies they purchase in spring fail to thrive, not
realizing that their plants are sold
“out of season.” Spring-planted
peonies typically do not produce
the necessary supporting roots
due to stable or rising soil temperatures. They instead must rely
upon previously stored energy
throughout the summer, putting
them at a major disadvantage.
Even diligent watering or fertilizing won’t help. Unable to absorb
water and nutrients for months,
spring-planted plants are more
likely to fail or to take extra time

Figure 1

A Deeper Look…Planting
Out of Season
Peonies are best planted during
the fall when soil temperatures
are falling. Cooling soil temperatures trigger plants to produce

Figure 2
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(i.e. sometimes years) to establish.
Figure 2: Small dried out plant
lacking a good root system. 1.5” x
2.5”. Spring 2022.

A Deeper Look…Packaged
Peonies
Packaged peonies sold in spring
can pose a number of challenges,
depending on the plant source.
Age, freshness, and division quality are important factors in the
ability of a spring-planted peony
to survive.
Many packaged peonies originate from wholesale operations.
Wholesalers may purchase roots
from large growers, or the growers themselves may be wholesalers of roots. It should be said
before traveling down this “rabbit hole”, not all wholesale growers and retail outlets provide the
same product to their customers
– many supply excellent quality
products – others less so.
Division Quality
Long ago, experienced peony
growers concluded the best qualities for herbaceous peony divisions would be relatively young
supporting root systems attached
to 3 to 5 eyes. A healthy root system is key: even more important
than the number of eyes, a common focus.

If divisions are produced from old
plants and comprised of single
old roots, there is a good chance
of failure in the garden. The
least-reputable growers often
harvest old cut flower production
fields for mass wholesale purposes (which show up in packages in
our larger box stores.) Obviously,
compromised or small divisions
will have greater difficulty establishing in the spring season (see
Planting Season).
Old roots typically act as reservoirs. They are no longer active
growers of new roots and should
be avoided. Divisions comprised
of very old roots will lack vigor and
recover slowly until they are able
to produce new roots. Very large
old roots and divisions may actually fail since the plants will rely
on the old root reservoirs rather
than growing a new root system
in their new garden location.
The number of eyes (dormant vegetative buds) should be no more
than the root system can support.
For example, a single root with 3
to 5 (or more) eyes may not be of
much value, since the plant cannot support the growth of all buds
present at the time of purchase.
Often enough, divisions will only
initiate the number of buds they
can support. A 3-5 eye division
may grow fewer stems than the
number of eyes present at planting. Initiation of buds for growth
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is dependent upon genetics, soil
and environmental factors, but
certainly is impacted most by the
division quality.
Plant Degradation
Division freshness and age are important factors. Growers, wholesalers and retail sellers who make
roots available for spring sales will
have harvested them in the previous fall. In a “big box” retail store,
it would not be uncommon for
roots to be stored for more than 6
months until they hit the shelves.
The length of time they are warehoused leaves room for degradation, drying and decay. Divisions
sold in spring spend additional

time on store shelves under lights,
so more degradation may occur.
Packaged peony divisions available in the fall will be from freshly
harvested plants and will not be
subjected to storage degradation,
a much better choice. However,
depending upon the source, age
and division configuration of the
product may be widely variable.
Purchasing from reliable specialists is the recommended practice
and usually results in superior
divisions to be planted at the correct time – FALL.
Figure 3: Small division with many
dormant buds which lacks a good

Figure 3
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root system. 2” x 3” in size. Spring
2022

A Deeper Look…True to
Name
Figure 4: Previously purchased as
‘Sarah Bernhardt” from a spring
packaged peony. This is not ‘Sarah Bernhardt’ thus is “No ID”. The
plant could be any of a number of
registered peonies or an unregistered cultivar.
Mislabeling is another common
frustration among inexpensive
packaged peonies.

The name on the package of a
spring-sold peony may not be
the actual cultivar found inside.
There’s no good reason why this
is so common with spring-sold
packaged peonies, but it may be
reflection of the quality control of
the company.
Often enough, if the peony grows
to blooming size, gardeners discover that the flowers are completely different from the cultivar
name and photo advertised on
the packaging. While the flowers
may be quite beautiful, the misla-

Figure 4
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beled plant is now considered “no
ID”, which poses another problem.
Improperly identified peonies
have become a large problem in
the gardening world. The new
owner of the “no ID” peony sometimes seeks proper identification
through social media or other
means.
Attempting to properly identify a “no ID” peony from the vast
number of possibilities is akin to
“finding a needle in a haystack”.
It’s almost impossible to correctly
identify a cultivar simply by viewing a photo posted online. Nearly
8,000 peonies are now recognized
in the APS Peony Registry, and
there are many look-alikes with
only minor differences. Unfortunately, many “no-ID” plants are
assigned cultivar names incorrectly through well-meaning but
incorrect online identification,
ultimately finding their way into
other gardens.
Further chaos and disappointment will follow as these plants
are distributed under their incorrect names. Since peonies can
live for a very long time and travel
well, the likelihood of them ending up in someone else’s garden
years in the future is not out of the
realm of possibility.
Recommendations
All said, it is best to purchase and
plant peonies in the proper sea-

son – fall. There is no gain and potential loss by purchasing peonies
in the spring.
Bargain-priced spring peonies
may be attractive in the short
term, but you often “get what you
pay for” in the quality, accurate
identification, and the trouble
incurred trying to grow the plant
out of season.
From the American Peony Society viewpoint, there is another
important
consideration.
Spring-packaged plants are often
the first experience novice gardeners have with peonies, and
it may be the gateway to further
enjoyment and involvement. If all
does not go well, there is danger
of disillusionment and negativity about peonies overall. When
shared on social media, this can
lead to thousands of impressions
of false information – not to mention the loss of future peony enthusiasts.
We recommend visiting the APS
Vendor page, which contains contact information for our specialty
commercial growers. While APS
cannot guarantee the product
quality of our Commercial Members, we do believe they take extra measures to provide healthy,
quality plants that are true to
name; offer sound growing recommendations; and are invested in the long-term good will of
member customers.
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The Language of Peonies

Guard Petals
Originating from the French word “garde”, meaning protect or care.
Guard petals are the outer (and usually larger) petals that protect
the inner petals and reproductive structures of the bloom before
opening. These petals are most prominent in single form flowers
but may be notable in other forms as well (semi-double, Japanese,
Anemone and double forms).
Guard petals are especially important
during bud development. They help prevent water from entering the bloom prior
to opening, which protects against disease and other organism damage to the
interior flower structures. Guard petals
also add ornamental value: they can create a plate-like appearance in which the
inner petals appear to rest.

Guard petals on flower
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Guard petals on bud

Dr. David C. Michener, Curator, University of Michigan Matthaei Botanical
Gardens & Nichols Arboretum; Board of Directors - American Peony Society
Dr. Nastassia Vlasava, Lead Scientist, Central Botanical Gardens Minsk National Academy of Sciences of Belarus; Visiting Researcher, University of
Michigan Matthaei Botanical Gardens & Nichols Arboretum

Great minds can tackle complex problems, and issues with peonies are
no exception. Since both the Central Botanical Garden – Minsk, of the
National Academy of Sciences of Belarus (CBG) and the University of
Michigan Matthaei Botanical Gardens & Nichols Arboretum (MBGNA)
have developed major living peony reference collections, we can tackle fundamental peony research projects using the strengths of both
collections. Our two collections hold nearly 1,000 cultivars with some
important duplication, both collections function as important public
peony display gardens, and both are embedded in research institutions
that prioritize theoretical work that addresses real world problems.
Since 2015, when our first collaboration Memorandum was signed, our
botanical gardens have been tackling some of the peony world’s fundamental issues. Our work is in three overlapping areas: establishing
genomic markers of cultivar identities and related studies that come
from understanding the true relationships of different lineages; determining the range and extent of peony diseases, including viruses and
how disease resistance relates to the genomic heritage of cultivars, and;
how to create an international network of peony collections that conserves the maximal range of peony diversity, since conserving peony
diversity is not the same thing as preserving every cultivar possible. All
these issues coalesce around contemporary issues in scientific collection databasing and curation. These directions of joint research were
highlighted in our chapter Conserving Beauty as Science (In Passion for
Peonies, 2020).
Capturing and Studying Molecular Fingerprints
How do we know any given peony is correctly named within our collection or field? Experienced experts can disagree as they compare and
distinguish specimens, but genomic fingerprinting, also known as molecular passportization, will ultimately be the definitive referee.
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Since both of our collections are reference collections, this is the firstup study-line we’ve been pursuing. When molecular fingerprints of
specimens of the same cultivar that are grown in different locations
match (as in Ann Arbor and Minsk), everyone’s confidence that the current identities are correct is deepened. One goal (as resources allow) is
to have a molecular profile of every accession at both institutions, and
then to expand across the Peony Consortium that is being established
in the Plant Collection Network of the American Public Garden Association (https://www.publicgardens.org/programs/about-plant-collections-network). From there the world!
This work is already generating new avenues to study. We have already
learned from our compiled genomic data that the parentage of some
cultivars is not as stated in the literature. Even more problematic is that
it seems likely there was confusion - more than a century ago - of some
herbaceous peony breeding stock’s identity. We’re double-checking
our extensive data sets, but this issue won’t go away. No wonder peony
breeders are always coming up with surprises! Now it makes more sense
that there is so much variability in stem strength, fragrance, etc. Once
the ‘family tree’ is mis-listed, many assumptions are no longer valid.
Although our DNA fingerprinting systems were able to resolve most
of the studied cultivars and interspecific hybrids, a cluster of historic ‘lactiflora cultivars’ does not resolve with our chloroplast markers.
We know these cultivars are not identical! This simply indicates they
share the same maternal origin. We need additional, including nuclear, marker systems (these reflect both parental lineages) not only to
resolve these cases, but to allow definitive identification of currently
“unknown” specimens in institutional collections as well as across the
realm of peonies in public places such as parks, cemeteries and municipal landscapes. For it is here that we think some of the important
“extinct” historic cultivars are persisting in anonymity.
In addition to developing our “molecular passports”, we’ve been recording many phenotypic features of every specimen of every cultivar. Our
expectation is that good statistical methods will allow correlations with
the genomic markers (and their incompletely-understood pedigrees).
These correlations of cultivars’ specific markers and their features such
as stem strength, disease resistance, fragrances, colors, etc. and unique
markers (based on their genomics) will be a great knowledge base for
peony breeders.
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Sharing Research Discoveries Peony Diseases
The second large area of research concerns the presence of diseases
and the severity of symptoms.
The peony garden at the Nichols Arboretum is distinctive in one aspect
here. It was established - and is maintained - with cultivars in grids, with
each cultivar in a pair: biological replicates. Furthermore, the plants are
not moved very frequently - or even divided and replanted. Some selections are growing where they were planted 50 to 90 years ago. Consequently, the peony garden’s 789 planting spots can be viewed as a
large long-term plant clinic, with the accumulation and transmission of
diseases, including viruses, now being tracked and assessed. With our
data on genetic diversity of both peony cultivars and their pathogens
adding perspectives, we anticipate insights on the presence of genes of
resistance and sources of infection since it is clear that there is a great
range of disease symptoms.
Additional work with our materials on peony diseases (including viral) is being carried out with teams at Washington State University (Dr.
Chastanger’s lab) and the University of Arkansas (Dr. Tzanetakis’ lab.)
This situation demonstrates how collaboration can be catalytic for
progress. One area of research strengths of colleagues in Minsk is in vitro
plant conservation - growing plants in tissue culture. The development
of specific methods to grow historic peony cultivars in tissue culture is
needed so that they can be subjected to standard disease-cleansing
protocols, and disease-free stock regenerated for distribution. This is
extremely challenging work, for the lactiflora peonies are notoriously
difficult to establish in tissue culture. Dr. Filipenia (CBG) was able to
present her research at the UM’s ‘Green Life Sciences Research Symposium’ the year before COVID interrupted travel between our sister gardens. This work is continued by a team of CBG and MBGNA and supported by the W.E. Upjohn Research Fund and the Belarusian Foundation of
Basic Research.
From these kinds of projects we anticipate the mid-term feasibility of
major reassessment of new insights from peony cultivar taxonomy and
important attributes and how these relate to disease susceptibility as
well as ability to be tissue-cultured: truly significant information for
future peony breeders in an era of global climate change and related
epidemics.
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'Khokhloma'

Cultivating International Conservation Networks
Which peonies are needed in a network of conservation gardens?
Right now the major institutional peony collections in North America
account for just under ¼ of all peonies ever named. Given the social history of peonies in North America (see, for example, Passion for Peonies),
North American collections as an aggregate strongly prioritize aspects
of herbaceous cultivar development rather than tree peony cultivars or
peonies from nature (species and subspecies variants.)
Given that so many wild peonies are threatened due to habitat loss and
these populations likely will go extinct, which wild and named domesticated cultivars are important? How best can we assess and rank each
taxon and cultivar’s significance? This is why sister gardens and international networks are critical in developing, stewarding and researching conservation collections, including meetings and exchanges with
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experts such as Valentina Gaishun,
the curator of the CBG Paeonia
collection, who manages meticulous records and has experienced
insights. Multiple perspectives and
data sets are needed. For cultivars,
we assume more than half are already commercially if not actually
extinct, but how much of the overall peony-genus-genome has been
lost?
The traditional way to capture diversity is by plant name (species,
cultivars). But with our genomic
work, it’s already clear that many
'Zhemchuznaya'
cultivars may not contribute much
to the overall diversity - especially in the case of cultivars that are in
essence partially-inbred cousins or closer-kin. This is a new and challenging arena for all “conservation living field genebanks”, as they are
known in the profession, be they food crops, ornamental plants, or wild
species. Our collaborative work with peonies will likely be an important
“case study”.
As we emerge from the physical isolation of the COVID years, we look to
continuing our collaborations as sister gardens as situations allow us
to study and exchange freely. As sister gardens, we each have distinc-

'Pamiati'
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tive strengths - the MBGNA for historic lactiflora cultivars and the CBG
with many wild species, Soviet-era introductions and an outstanding
array of Ukrainian selections bred by Gorobets, Kharchenko and Tyran,
including Берегиня (Bereginya), Либiдъ (Libid), Мрия (Mria - Dream),
Свиточь (Svitoch), and Скарбница (Skarbnista - Treasury).
We look forward to our exciting endeavors ahead.
Please visit the Research section of the Peony Garden website of the University of Michigan for more program information on our programs, co-authors and on collaborating agencies https://peony.mbgna.umich.edu
Some of our published works:
Amann N., Cortés-Ortiz L., Michener D., Vlasava N. Chloroplast Diversity in Reference Collections of Herbaceous Peony, 2018. Conference: UROP Symposium, University of Michigan, 18 April, 2018. Ann Arbor, Michigan, USA. DOI:
10.13140/RG.2.2.23275.69921
Michener, D. C., Grese, R. E. [Eds.], 2020 Passion for Peonies: Celebrating the
Culture and Conservation of Nichols Arboretum’s Beloved Flower. University of Michigan Press.
Michener, D. C., Adelman, C. A., 2017 Peony: The best varieties for your garden. Timber Press.
Michener D. C., Vlasava N. B., 2015 Developing an international model for Paeonia lactiflora Pall. (Paeoniaceae) genetic resources conservation: integrating
assessment of relative significance of historic cultivars for field genebanks
with their genetic diversity// III International scientific-practical conference
«Problems of biodiversity conservation and use of biological resources»
7–9 October 2015, Minsk, Belarus. — pp. 438–442.
Shaffer, C. M., Michener, D., Vlasava, N. B., and Tzanetakis I. E., 2018 “Perennial
ornamental enables virus spread across the United States.” Phytopathology,
108 (12) pp. 8-9
Shaffer, C. M., Michener, D., Vlasava, N. B., Chotkowksi, H., Lamour, K., Stainton,
D. and Tzanetakis I. E., 2021. The population structure of the secovirid lychnis
mottle virus based on the RNA2 coding sequences. Virus Research, 303, pp.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.virusres.2021.198468
Shaffer, C. M., Michener, D., Vlasava, N. B., Botermans, M., Starre, J. and Tzanetakis I. E., 2021. First report of Gentian Kobu-sho-associated virus infecting
peony in the United States and the Netherlands. Plant Disease: https://doi.
org/10.1094/PDIS-06-21-1316-PDN
Shaffer, C. M., Michener, D., Vlasava, N. B., Chotkowksi, H., and Tzanetakis I.
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E., 2022. Population genetics of cycas necrotic stunt virus and the development of multiplex RT-PCR diagnostics. Virus Research, 309, pp. https://doi.
org/10.1016/j.virusres.2021.198655
Vlasava N. B., Michener D. C., Yukhimuk A. N., Gaishun V. V., Bryant R., Agabalaeva E. D., Spiridovich E. V., 2014. Genetic differentiation of historic cultivars of
herbacious Paeonia based on SRAP markers: documentation and conservation
of botanic collections. Works of the State Nikitski Botanical Garden, 139,
pp. 187-199.
The National Academy of Sciences of Belarus (CBG) maintains an extensive array
of cultivars little known in North America. Their inclusion in genomic research
strengthens our results. Any peonies from the former Soviet Union have not yet
been officially registered, but have been developed to meet cultural needs and
add to the diversity of peonies.
The CBG Database with photos can be found at http://hbc.bas-net.by/plantae/
eng/default.php?otdel=eNortjI2s1LyLy1Jyc8vUgjIScwrKbZS8EgtSkpMTs0vBbIDElPz8zJTi5WsAU_pDzc,&type=vyr

'Novost Altaya' (Lutchnik, 1963, USSR) is
a hybrid of P. lactiflora and anomala.

Dr. V. Filipenia's lab (CBG) successfully
propagates lactiflora-based peonies,
important in establishing virus-free stock.

'Jablochkina' (Sosnowetz, 1960, USSR);
Photo: Natalia Luniana, CBG

402-25

Sue Marshall - Colchester, IL
Introduction:
“Peonydale” (PD) was a historic
Midwestern nursery established
in 1898 by Charles Neidel Wettengel. Now lost like many of the
turn-of-the-century peony enterprises, it was located northwest of
Macomb, in west central Illinois.
I learned of PD in the early 80’s
when my husband and I lived ¼
mile from the property. There was
a 1940’s pickup truck parked in
the yard with “C.N. Wettengel, Peonydale” painted on the door. The
owners, Thelma and Arthur Wettengel, were part-time residents.
Charlie, as he was affectionately
known, was Arthur’s uncle.
One early spring day, we took the
opportunity to take a peek at the
property when the Wettengels
were in Oklahoma. In the front
yard, there was a sprawling old
two-story home surrounded by
trees and gardens. The backyard
was gated and fenced. When I
stepped through the gate, I felt
like I walked into my favorite
childhood book, “The Secret Garden.”
It was too early for the plants to
be in full bloom, but we could see

Peonydale Nursery Catalog

formal and naturalized gardens
with emerging bulbs, perennials,
shrubs and many varieties of huge
old trees; there were many outbuildings and barns as well. The
gardens wound down a slope to
a rock bridge over a creek, with a
cornfield beyond.
More than one hundred years earlier, thousands of peonies and iris
would soon be blooming on that
seven-acre field. It was a spectacular botanical gem hidden right
next door.
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We were gobsmacked!
Two years ago, I mentioned Peonydale to Sue Scott, Director
of the Western Illinois Museum
(WIM). She had never heard of the
nursery, and the museum did not
have any records of the nursery
or the family. I volunteered to do
some research, and the journey
began.
I started getting the word out locally, trying to track down more
about Wettengel’s cultivars, information about Peonydale, photographs, and personal stories.
A museum volunteer located descendants Christie Prado, and
husband Kirk Wettengel. Kirk’s father, Frederick, was Arthur’s son,
and the family archivist. Sadly,
Fred died in November 2021.

Christie told me she was pleased
that the family’s history would be
shared with the WIM and the area’s Master Gardener members.
She once said to me, “For me, it’s
all about his flowers,” and I’m so
with her.
The Family:
Charlie was one of six children
born to Bavarian immigrants,
Charles W. and Sara Wettengel.
He was born on the family farm on
April 22, 1872. Charles, the elder,
arrived in 1850 to settle in Colchester IL.
In the late 1800’s, this region was
considered frontier and prairie.
Many still consider it remote; it’s
rural and agricultural. Peonydale
was a big deal out here in “Forgot-

Postcard of Peonydale circa 1920
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Charles Wettengel, hybridizer and founder of Peonydale Farm.

tonia.” (“Forgottonia” is the name
of a 1970’s movement that protested the isolation and political
neglect of west central Illinois.)
The Wettengel family purchased
160 acres of land over the years.
Together they cleared timber,
built a home and outbuildings,
and established a profitable farm
with animals, grains, timber, and
food production.
From a young age, Charlie would
roam through the forests when
walking to and from school, collecting plants and seeds and
replanting them at the farm. I
suspect he was a “natural” naturalist but he went on to attend
college. It was only after chores
and schoolwork he was allowed
to focus on his botanical “hobby.”
Paeonia mairei

The Peonydale Nursery:
When Charlie was 14, he ordered
his first peony from France, using
his own money. Then in 1898, he
purchased his first dozen plants
from Holland. He sold cut flowers
at a plant show in Macomb in 1910
and made $75.00; he continued to
buy, sell, and cultivate plants.
After demonstrating he could make
more money growing an acre of
flowers than grain, Charlie was
given seven acres of land to establish PD by his father. He would get
teary telling that story; Charlie was
devoted to his parents. Initially,
Charlie sold cut flowers brought
by the wagonload to the Macomb
train depot to ship to Chicago in
springtime. The 40-page catalog

402-28

he published in 1920 listed 630 varieties of peonies and iris.

gardens and acres of peonies and
iris blooms.

He wrote, “We have been growing
peonies since 1898 and now have
75,000 plants in some 600 varieties. Whenever possible we have
procured our stock directly from
the originator and now have the
largest stock of the ‘Hollis’ peonies in the middle west, also a
complete list of the Brand, Terry,
Rosenfield, and Harrison peonies,
besides a partial list of the Pleas
productions.”

As time passed Peonydale declined, possibly due to the waning
popularity of peonies, effects of
the Depression, cost of shipping,
competitive nursery businesses,
as well as Charlie aging. PD eventually was no longer operational. Charlie was in poor health for
many years, and he died on the
farm in Thelma and Arthur’s care
June 8, 1963, at age 91. He and
his wife Irma, and his parents, are
buried here in Oakwood Cemetery
that is awash in peonies in the
spring. I believe, though it cannot
be verified, many of them there,
in Macomb and our region, came
from Peonydale.

A newspaper article reported in
1935 that, “Wettengel’s place has
become a tourist attraction. Mr.
Wettengel has been in the peony
cultivating business now for fourteen years and has over 200,000
plants growing.” In 1955, another
notes, “At this time at Peonydale
there are over 1500 varieties of
iris, 400 of daylilies, 550 of peonies, 50 of oriental poppies, hundreds of narcissi, tulips, azaleas,
and many other kinds of perennials, flowering shrubs, evergreens...Other rare plants include
rhododendron, mountain laurel,
sweet gum buckeye, holly, tree
lilac, tulip poplar, blue spruce,
magnolias, white fringe tree, and
umbrella pines.”
Come Spring, individuals, families, garden club members, school
and other groups flocked there,
over a thousand daily, to roam the
grounds and view the beautiful

Charlie Wettengel in his garden.
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Charlie’s Peonies:
Charlie began introducing his own
peonies in the early 1900’s, 11 of
which are registered with the APS,
during a period from 1919 to 1928.
A big part of my journey has been
researching them and trying to locate his registered cultivars.
I attended a webinar presented by
the American Peony Society, facilitated by Harvey Buchite, “Historically Overlooked Peonies of the
Midwest.” There I saw “then and
now” photos of varieties from this
period; alas, none were his. But I

learned much about the industry
and the reasons for the rise and
decline of similar farms over the
years.
I’m including Charlie’s registered
cultivars with some descriptions
from the APS database. The APS
database has no photos of the
Wettengel registrations and would
be excited to receive high-quality
photos of any well-documented
cultivars. The family and I would
be over the moon to hear that
news.

Charles Neidel Wettengel’s Cultivars
ˈCharles Neidelˈ (Lactiflora Group) 1916 “Double type; large; Midseason. A
shaggy rose-pink flower of waxy texture… very much brightened by many
yellow stamens; the center, a little lighter pink, opens in excellent rose form,
disclosing a cluster of stamens. Medium to tall; strong growth; free-blooming.
Medium foliage-Thurlow. A large flower of loose, flat, semi-double form. The
broad, cupped guard petals enclose a center of irregular petals with stamens
intermingled. Color light violet-rose shading lighter at the ends of the petals.”-Little.
ˈSarah Wettengelˈ (Lactiflora Group) 1919 “Double. White.”
ˈMartha Twymanˈ (Lactiflora Group) 1920 “Double type. A uniform shade of
salmon pink. Tall; strong stems. Not well known.”
ˈMargaret Vierhellerˈ (Lactiflora Group) 1920 “8.14. Lacti. Double. Midseason.
Pink. Rather dwarf in growth with fair stems.”
ˈLotharioˈ (Lactiflora Group) 1921 “Japanese type flower form. M. Bright violaceous pink guards.”
ˈToreadorˈ (Lactiflora Group) 1921 “Single, light red, large, tall, very late.”
ˈGeorgetteˈ (Lactiflora Group) 1924 “7.7 Japanese type flower form. Medium
size, Tyrian pink, Midseason. Staminodes oblanceolate, (I believe this means
the stamens are tapered at the base having a wider round edge) Tyrian pink
to yellow toward the base. Carpels smooth, tips dark pink; disk distinct, pinktinged. Plant large, spreading; flowers held well above the foliage.”
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ˈLucy Dunnˈ (Lactiflora Group) 1924 “Pink, apparently double type, but no
complete description is available.”
ˈMartha V. Laneˈ (Lactiflora Group) 1924 “White, apparently double type, but
no description available.”
ˈBeacon Light ˈ (Lactiflora Group) 1924 “Japanese type flower form. Medium
size, Tyrian pink midseason. Staminodes oblanceolate, pink-tinged with yellow
on edges. Carpel tips pink; disk inconspicuous, white. Plant small, compact.”
ˈClara Stockwellˈ (Lactiflora Group) 1926 “Double, Medium pink.”
ˈMrs. W.D. Bennettˈ (Lactiflora Group) 1926 “Double, Light Pink.”
ˈW.F. Millerˈ (Lactiflora Group) 1928 “Double, Color, deep rose. Late Midseason
variety.”
References:
“He Loves his Flowers” by Richard Crabb, The Prairie Farmer, June 19, 1937,

“We Newpaper Wettengels”, “Wettengels from Germany to America”,
“Peonydale Farm, Reflections About Who We Are and Where We
Came From” essays written by Thelma Wettengel,
“Wettengel Farm is a Showplace of Flowers”, Macomb Daily Journal.
“Remembering Peonydale in the Springtime”, by Dr. John Hallwas,
Macomb Journal, May 14, 2016,
“Peonies”, Peonydale Catalogue, by C. N. Wettengel, as entered in the
US Dept. of Agriculture Library, May 31, 1923.

Author in Oakwood Cemetery, Macomb IL 2021
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David Sorrentino - APS Director, Vice President and
Exhibition Co-Chair - Chaska, MN
One of the highlights of any American Peony Society Convention is the
Flower Show & Exhibition. The upcoming 2022 Convention in Ann Arbor
will be no exception. Whether you are entering the competition or admiring the array of blooms in the show, it’s helpful to know how winners
are selected.
The Show Schedule
An official show schedule is published prior to every exhibition, which
lists all the classes and includes the artistic design categories and the
photography contest.
Classes are separated by peony type (lactiflora, interspecies hybrid, Intersectional, woodies, species); then by form (single, semi-double, double, Japanese, bomb); and finally by color. Anyone may enter flowers in
the exhibition: both APS members and the general public.
Judges
Teams of knowledgeable judges are selected from the convention attendees prior to the show. A peony judge typically brings extensive
background and experience to the table. Some offer areas of specialty,
and all know the difference between peony types. Judges must be able
to critically evaluate the merits and faults of the individual cultivars, as
well as rank entries comparatively within a group. (Artistic floral design
and photography categories have their own criteria and judges.)
There are typically three judges to a team, which allows for adequate
discussion of the entries and prevents any stalemate in voting. Flower
judging is a collaborative and challenging process, usually performed
under demanding time constraints.
The APS is currently working on developing an accredited judges training program, which will offer interested potential judges a deeper dive
in the judging process, including staging, peony classes, the judging
process, and scoring.
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Judges evaluate the “Woody” Tree Peony class at the 2019 Iowa Convention.

Classes and Divisions
There are two show divisions in the APS Exhibition: an open class and
a class designed for beginners. Judges look for specific criteria, and
knowing what they consider can improve your potential success.
Since all entries must be named varieties, judges first look to see if
flowers are correctly entered. APS has a classification committee that
checks entries before judging but ultimately it is the responsibility of
the exhibitor to get their entry in the right class.
A class may typically have a few to thirty entries. A class with a large
number of entries may be divided into two or more groups if warranted.
Classification will separate the entries based on similarity, often with
same named varieties grouped together.
What Judges Look for in a Winning Peony
Each peony entry is judged on the cultivar’s form and perfection, and its
merits in exhibiting the individual peony variety. Judges must consider
the individual standards for each cultivar.
What a judge sees in the first few seconds is critically important, making
proper grooming of your entries a necessity. Is the bloom fully opened?
What about freshness? Does it merit consideration for a ribbon - or does
it have a flaw that eliminates it from competition? (See examples at the
end of this article.)
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Perfection of form is the most important overall consideration in all
classes. The judges look for uniformity of the petals. If the entry is a
single form which has closed due to cooler room temperature, the petal
quality is judged as is. Blooms not fully or uniformly open are discounted. Are there spots or deformities?
Color is the next important factor. Judges are directed to not award entries on color they personally like, but to judge only on merit. Shades of
color can vary depending on the location grown, storage temperature
and other factors, but the color must be clear, clean and fresh.
Texture and condition are also critical: judges carefully examine the surface quality of the petals, as these reflect the health of the plant from
which they were harvested. The stem and foliage are also considered.
It is permitted to have a leaf or two on the entry as long as the flower is
still front and center.
By now, potential blue-ribbon winners are narrowed down to a handful.
To determine the best entry, the judges scrutinize the smallest details.
In making the final decision, the judges will take a final look at the candidates; put together all judges’ remarks; and declare first, second and
third place winners. Sometimes honorable mentions are also assigned.
Court of Honor
Judging for the Court of Honor follows a slightly different process.
Blue-ribbon winners from all the eligible classes and divisions are considered for the Court. A special team will look at these winning blooms
and pick the best of the best. Flowers are sorted by type and color. For
example, the best white lactiflora, red hybrid, and white or white blend
Woody are a few of the Court of Honor choices possibilities. See the exhibition schedule for further possible Court of Honor selections.
Once all the Court of Honor winners are picked, the team of judges will
then select the Best in Show and other special specimen awards. Some
awards may also offer a monetary prize.
Like all competitions, mistakes can be made, but all entries are photographed and checked against the clerking records. The final results are
added to the APS website so it is possible to track what flowers have won
over the years. See past awarded peonies at: Home>>Learn>>Awards
(See subpages: Show Results & Best in Show).
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Making Points with Your Peony
The following chart shows how judges determine the score of an individual entry.
As you can see, the scale can vary between groups: form is most important to a Lactiflora, while texture rates highly in a Woody (or Tree)
peony. Attention to condition and grooming is weighted equally across
all groups and is the only place where careful entry presentation can
add points.
GUIDE FOR EXHIBITION JUDGING
Scale of Points for Exhibition Peonies
		
Lactiflora Hybrid Intersectional Woody Collection
					
(tree)
Form
40
35
35
25
30
Color
20
25
25
25
20
Texture
10
10
10
15
10
Stem and
5
10
10
15
10
Foliage
Condition and
15
15
15
15
10
Grooming
Size
10
5
5
5
5
Distinction					
15

Form
Merits — Symmetrical, attractive, graceful, true to type and variety.
Form of petals, attractive placement, depth of flower, form and development of center.
Faults — Lopsided, unattractive, abortive, poorly developed, petals
notched and crimped, lack of uniformity in placement of petals, looseness, falling apart, any deviation from norm for type or variety.
Color
Merits — Clear, harmonious, rich: true to variety, outstandingly beautiful.
Faults — Fading, discoloration, blotches, streaks, defacing marks, unpleasant combination, lack of beauty.
Condition and Grooming
Merits — Correct degree of maturity, healthy condition, cleanliness,
without insects, spray residue, foreign matter. No pollen stains or fallen
pollen. Turgid.
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Faults — Water spotting, soil or spray residue, pollen stains, over or under age, indications of poor culture, wilted.
Texture
Merits — Silken sheen, velvety, suede-like, glistening, satiny petals.
Faults — Poor condition, poor sheen; lack of sparkle, iridescence, glow;
coarse.
Stem and Foliage
Merits — Stem adequate to support flower. One or two leaves maximum.
Faults — No stem, weak, side buds, any damage to stem or foliage.
(Flowers taken from storage not to be penalized for lack of or damage
to foliage.)
Size
Merits — Normal for variety in the locality or slightly above. Bloom is
proportional for its size.
Faults — Undersize for variety and type. Sometimes first year blooms
will appear undersized.
Distinctiveness (for collections only)
Merits — Novelty, rarity, difficulty of culture, overall charm and quality.
Well-staged. Fragrance may be counted as an asset.
Faults — Old, commonplace variety and characteristics. Poor staging.
Examples from a Past Exhibition
Let’s look at actual entry examples
from a flower exhibition as an example.
The variety to the right is 'Alicia Kunkel,' a pink Japanese form type. The
judges did not award a ribbon because of freshness and form. The
flower is slightly past its prime, and
the form is not symmetrical (notice
the two large separations.)

'Alicia Kunkel'

This is an example of a peony variety that can be difficult to show because the petals tend to curl. Curling should not be judged against its
merit as long as the curling is uniformly distributed - an example where
judges need to be familiar with a cultivar’s unique characteristics.
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The next example is a show winning specimen. 'Waucedah Princess' was entered and won a blue
ribbon and then made it to the
Court of Honor as best pink Woody
(Lutea Hybrid). It has near perfect
symmetry, good color and freshness.
Final Thoughts
While the exhibition is a competitive event, it is also meant to be
fun and educational. A show stimulates an interest in peonies and helps educate the public on the many
faces of the peony, exposing them to exciting new or rare varieties; the
ranges of color and form; and examples of exemplary peonies.
'Waucedah Princess'

Judges sometimes find honest differences of opinion among themselves regarding the merits of a given entry. The exhibitor, regardless
of his/her own opinion, must respect and accept gracefully the judges' decision. It is final. Even though an entry may not be perfect, it is
compared with other peonies in the same group for selecting the first,
second, third, or other awards of the show.
Part of the excitement of the exhibition is waiting for the winners to be
picked…and the rush to the show floor when the exhibition hall door
opens to reveal the results.
See you at the next peony flower exhibition.

Exhibitions are excellent educational events for the public.
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Come Show with the APS:
Enter the 2022 Exhibition!
Would you like to join the fun of exhibiting peonies but are
new to competition? Our 2022 Convention is a great time to
start! Preparation of the blooms is an enjoyable activity and
a great deal of comradery is experienced by all. More experienced members are often willing to help beginners, and the
activity is a great learning experience.
There are a number of resources to help you get started.
Preparation and Staging Flowers
Find information on the APS website at:
Home>>Learn>>Activities>>Exhibiting Peonies. See the
bottom of the page under “Additional Resources” for topical
detailed articles. Additional information about Flower Forms
may be found at: Home>>Learn>>Herbaceous Peonies>>Flower Types & Anatomy.
Exhibiting Peony Workshop at the Convention
Thursday June 2, 2022
Time TBD
DoubleTree by Hilton Ann Arbor North
Training Leader: Kent Tretheway
Join Kent Tretheway as he teaches you to navigate the complexities of peony flower exhibition with our “Exhibiting Peonies for Competition” workshop. Learn all you need to know
about selecting, cutting and shipping flowers to the event;
staging them in water before the show; dealing with the challenges of heat; grooming; properly classifying your entries;
and, making sure that your flowers are set on the correct table.
This program may also be viewed on the APS website at:
Home>>Learn>>Activities>>Exhibiting Peonies>>Exhibiting
Peonies for Competition Lesson (found at bottom of Exhibiting Peonies page).
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ˈPasteleganceˈ

2022 Gold Medal Award Selection
The American Peony Society is pleased to announce ˈPasteleganceˈ as
the recipient of the 2022 Gold Medal Award. ˈPasteleganceˈ is a cultivar
belonging to the herbaceous hybrid group. This plant was hybridized by
Bill Seidl and registered in 1989.
ˈPasteleganceˈ is one of
the finest peonies available on the market today.
The double champagne
cream with pink highlighted flowers are quite
unique in their color and
will not be confused with
anything else. Large,
rounded guard petals
surround a central mass
of well-shaped and ruffled petals. The central
flower petals often appear layered and swirled,
while the guards are always flat and rounded.
The foliage is dark blue-green, and leaves are wide. Stems are sturdy,
but minor support is beneficial due to the large flowers. Plant height is
around 30 inches.
It is still a bit costly due to supply
and demand but is a supreme cut
or show flower. Blooms mid-season.
Established plants will produce side
buds. Fertile both ways. Parentage:
ˈSalmon Dreamˈ (Reath, 1979) x
ˈLemon Chiﬀonˈ (Reath, 1981). ˈPasteleganceˈ is the pinnacle of Bill Seidl’s herbaceous hybrid breeding.
This cultivar truly deserves a spot in
your peony garden.
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Midwest Peony Society

Mike Miller President – greatsealpeonies@gmail.com

As I write this article, we are currently in the mid-thirties dropping to
twenty degrees tonight. So much for the seventies we had a few days ago
and will have again in 48 hours. Well, welcome to the Midwest. Our winter had many ups and downs this year which created peony heaving of
many newly planted peonies.
We are planning an open garden at Great Seal Peonies this year on May
21st from 1 to 5 pm. Final details will be emailed to members soon.
Our annual fall auction will be held on September 29th at Lyndon City
Hall, 515 Wood Road, Louisville KY 40222. The event starts at 6:00 pm,
with a carry in dinner. We will provide the meat and drinks. The root
auction with begin right after dinner. Always a fun time.

'Ezra Pound'

'Cora Louise'
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Wisconsin Peony Society

Cory Tischman, President – contact at wipeonysociety.president@gmail.com

It is looking like another early spring here in Wisconsin and I already have
my sights set on what I am hoping to hybridize. As a fun little project, I
have been working on backcrossing various herbaceous hybrids onto herbaceous species to see what might happen. The goal here is two-fold: 1.) to
create more genetic diversity as most herbaceous hybrids can trace their
lineage back to the species Professor A.P. Saunders used a century ago;
and 2.) to expand the growing season by creating more early-blooming
peonies. Last year I was quite successful with seed collection and only time
will tell how I did with preventing contamination. Thankfully, with species peonies, not much else is in bloom so I mostly have to worry about
self-contamination. It’ll be a few years to see if anything grows to be worth
keeping, but I do think something fruitful can come out of this project. I
do encourage everyone to try their hand at hybridizing as there are many
different breeding goals that could enhance the peony (e.g., color, flower
form, height, hardiness, fragrance, etc.). You could spend a lifetime focusing on just one goal and still have room to expand.
We will be having our annual garden tour and picnic on May 28th at Gary
Bieck’s. Gary, a Wisconsin native, and mentee of the late Bill Seidl, has quite
the collection of registered and unregistered peonies of Bill’s, along with
daylilies, lilies, hibiscus, hydrangea, and other plants that completely fill his
lot of over an acre. We will have details on our website about registration
for the tour and picnic. If you do go, you will also get a chance to hear his
pipe organ that plays out into the yard, which he had built from scratch.
If you’re interested to volunteer or be in a leadership position in one of our
committees, and want to know more, you can contact me using the email
address above. Most of the positions can be done remotely. Otherwise, if
you want to find out about what we are doing here in Wisconsin, check out
our website: www.wipeonysociety.org or visit us on Facebook: ‘Wisconsin
Peony Society Group’.
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“We might think we are nurturing our
garden, but of course it’s our garden
that is really nurturing us.”
—Jenny Uglow
“Charming Coral”, Photo courtesy of Gina White, 2021 Virtual Exhibition Entry

