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President’s Message Fall 2022

Nate Bremer, APS President and Director – Reedsville, Wisconsin

Peony bloom season has come and gone, never
seeming to last long enough!
Like all spring seasons, I had more activities
packed into a couple of months than typically happen the remainder of year and I’m happy to have survived. Conventions, seedling selections, weeding,
wedding receptions, cutting flowers for family and
friend events, answering peony questions and other
such things were all part of the wild ride. Fortunately, all went well and was enjoyable (except for the
weeding). Many people who grow peonies experience the same frenzy each
year, but we have much to be thankful for and to look forward to.
This year’s Convention in Ann Arbor was a special one, in that members
actually were able to meet in person after a two-year hiatus due to the Pandemic. Those who were able to attend were treated to a multiple venue experience and also were enthusiastically involved volunteering to bring the peony
world to visitors. APS represented itself well to a very well attended public
flower show at Matthaei Botanic Gardens, which saw thousands of smiling
visitors from all walks of life.
Many of our members enjoyed the flower show by bringing their blooms
for display, but more so through ambassadorship by volunteering their time
and expertise by meeting and speaking to visitors – outstanding! Of course,
there were numerous activities available to those interested…visiting the historic Upjohn Peony Garden, the Ann Arbor Garden walk, seminars, an auction, member camaraderie, Shakespeare in the Park, a picnic, a bonsai show
and simple enjoyment of the beautiful surroundings.
As the APS moves forward, we discovered insights that may be applied in
the future. Partnering with venues and other organizations makes for a richer
and fuller experience. In the case of Ann Arbor’s convention, we were fortunate to collaborate with the University of Michigan, which allowed for many
opportunities to interact with the staff, administration and experts in their
fields. The venues were beautiful and stimulating!
Lastly, I’d like to personally thank all the members who volunteered with
the multitude of tasks which a convention presents. We did ourselves proud
and could not have done it without fantastic members!
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Bulletin Board
1) BOD Elections. During the Annual General Membership Meeting,
held in Ann Arbor, Michigan on June 4, 2022, APS Members elected
the following Directors for the 2022-2024 term: Craig Aiken, Lynn
Gessling, Lois Girton, Leena Liljestrand, Nick Maycher, David Michener, Mary Muellner, Brandie Orchard, Scott Parker, Steve Smith,
Jill Stevens, Cory Tischman, Kent Tretheway, and Piet Wierstra.
Thanks go to these dedicated volunteers for their past, present and
future leadership!
2) Officer Selections. During the Annual Board of Directors Meeting
held on June 2, 2022 in Ann Arbor Michigan the following officers
were elected to administer business for the Board of Directors: Nate
Bremer – President, David Sorrentino – Vice President, Kris Jurik –
Treasurer, Recording Secretary – Cory Tischman, Corresponding
Secretary – *Hazel Cook. All terms run from 2022 through 2024.
3) Corresponding Secretary Changes. Hazel Cook has retired and
the Executive Committee has appointed Sheryl Lawson as interim
Corresponding Secretary for the term. APS thanks Hazel for her
dedication and fine work as our frontline ambassador and information liaison, and welcomes Shery Lawson as her replacement
for the term.
4) Peony Registrar Transition. Reiner Jakubowski retired as ICRA
representative (Peony Registrar) in April 2022. Jordan Kabat of
Manitowoc, Wisconsin has accepted the assignment of ICRA representative and will be working with Reiner for the remainder of the
year to process new peony registrations. Thanks go to both Reiner
and Jordan for their work as ICRA representatives. More information on the transition will be shared in our Winter Bulletin.
5) Fall Auction Donations
6) Address and Email Changes. Members who have changes in
their email address or postal address are asked to contact Linette
Sorrentino at membership@americanpeonysociety.org. Making
changes in these addresses in the Member Account section of the
website may not be recorded in the official membership list, as the
website does not hold APS’ membership records.

403-5

7) Volunteer! APS has seen an untick in volunteerism in many areas.
New member involvement is important to the health and energy of
our Society, but also provides new opportunities for those volunteering. Thanks to all new volunteers and we know your help will
keep APS moving forward!
8) Recent Donations! APS wishes to thank two of our members for
their unexpected and greatly appreciated monetary donations toward the work of APS. We’d also like to acknowledge our Michigan
member who contributed numerous images of missing cultivars for
use in the Peony Registry.

NOMENCLATURE
Due to a significant increase in applications, registrations of new cultivars
will now exclusively be published in the official annual American Peony Society
Directory of New Cultivars and maintained online on the American Peony Society website. Notice of new cultivar registrations will no longer be published
in the APS quarterly Bulletins. Please note that the deadline for registration
submissions to be considered for 2022 is September 1st. Any submissions
received thereafter will be reviewed for inclusion in the 2023 Directory. Please
contact APS Registrar Jordan Kabat with any questions: registrar@americanpeonysociety.org.

SAVE THE DATE
Next Convention
Crown Plaza
June 1 - June 4, 2023
Syracuse, New York
Details will be provided in the next
Winter Bulletin.
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The American Peony Society

2022 Member Awards
The American Peony Society is a nonprofit organization upheld by volunteers who
make a real difference in the peony world, from the knowledge they share to the cultivars they develop, to the sense of community they create. It’s our great pleasure to
recognize these special members committing their time and resources to the APS in
our2022 awards.

APS Medal – Geraldine Kildow, Ferndale, Washington
Starting in 1996 with a small test patch and 200
peonies, Geraldine Kildow’s North Field Farm
has grown to 5 acres and 2,000 plants and 64 different varieties. Her slice of peony paradise is
in Whatcom County, with majestic, snow-covered Mount Baker as a backdrop. After countless
hours of hard work during the long, wet spring
months, Geraldine reaps the bounty of her labors
and supplies peonies to flower aficionados and
floral shops across Western Washington.
Geraldine is sought after for her knowledge and
expertise in peony cultivation. She gives readily Geraldine Kildrow, APS Medal
of her time to support established flower growers
as well as to mentor new gardeners. She has also given presentations for local
peony and garden clubs throughout the Pacific Northwest.
It is with great pleasure we honor her 26 years of promoting all things peony and
sharing her knowledge with others.

A.P. Saunders Memorial Medal – Hans Maschke, Halle, Germany
It is with great pleasure that we “reach across the pond” to announce Hans
Maschke as the winner of the American Peony Society’s A.P. Saunders Memorial
Award for excellence in hybridizing. Hans is an inventive and forward-thinking
hybridizer who has produced numerous unusual peonies from carefully controlled crosses. While many of his fine herbaceous hybrids are just now reaching
commercial distribution, many have seen and know of his work. Hans freely
shares his vast knowledge, seeds, and seedlings with like-minded enthusiasts.
Concentrating on more unusual crosses, often with the use of species, he has
produced some of the more interesting plants coming out of hybridizing pro-
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grams. His use of P. tenuifolia ‘rubra plena’ x P.
tenuifolia 'rosea' has produced the first of a number of double form pink P. tenuifolia cultivars. He
has also produced a cross of 'Bartzella' x 'Lemon
Chiffon', a new intersectional with much promise. Other unusual crosses of great beauty may be
found within the APS Peony Registry.

Hans Maschke, winner of the A.P.
Saunders Memorial Medal.

Hans is a long-time supporting member of APS
and shares his knowledge freely with all who are
interested. Hans’ unique approach to parent selection and thinking “outside of the box” make
him an obvious choice for this award.

Bertrand H. Farr Lifetime Achievement Award, Harvey Buchite,
Spring Grove, Minnesota
As a horticulture graduate of the University of
Michigan and experienced grower of peonies for
decades, Harvey Buchite is one of the most respected growers in the United States today. Harvey's commercial pursuits have intertwined with
peonies and APS for decades and he is a true ambassador for all plants, but especially the peony.
Harvey has served APS as Director, President,
and author. Along with his wife, Brigitte, he currently runs Hidden Springs Flower Farm, but was
also co-owner of Rice Creek Gardens.

Harvey Buchite, winner of
the Bertrand H. Farr Lifetime
Achievement Award.

As a popular speaker, Harvey has provided a
wide range of topics to interested audiences (Peony History, Species, Hybridizing, Cut Flowers and Growing). He commonly
mentors and provides information to new enthusiasts without renumeration and
is responsible for “hooking” numerous gardeners into peony addiction.
As a collector, Harvey has amassed a large collection of historic cultivars and is
responsible for distributing rare cultivars throughout the world, which may have
been lost without his care. His involvement with the peony and people who enjoy
this is unparalleled, and he is deserving of recognition from the organization he
has supported vigorously.
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TRANSITIONS

Congratulations and Thank You
The pandemic, for all its challenges, provided clarity for many of us, including
knowing when it’s time to take a breather. We take a moment to thank American Peony Society members who are moving on after years of freely giving of
their time and expertise.
The APS is fortunate that these long-time volunteers will remain part of our
peony community, and that new members have stepped forward to continue
their important work. New board members, our registrar and corresponding
secretary will be introduced in the next Bulletin.
APS Board Members
Adriana Feng has served APS by designing and
maintaining our first website, and has worked in
many capacities to forward the peony. Adriana is
also a valuable resource for those who grow peonies in warmer climates, providing much needed
information and experience.
David Maltby has provided years of outstanding advice and service Adriana Feng
to APS, by helping to
organize conventions, donating plant material to
botanic gardens and serving as a true peony ambassador.
Mike Miller has served
as Publications Chair
David Maltby
for many years and continues to work in this capacity. His help at APS
conventions is immeasurable: he shows flowers
and helps at exhibitions, provides information to
attendees and assists in any way needed.

Mike Miller
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ICRA Registrar Reiner Jakubowski
Reiner Jakubowski has retired after 18 years as
the ICRA Registrar and Representative. His contributions to the APS can be seen far and wide,
but most visibly in the Peony Registry. All entries
from 2004 to present were produced by Reiner
through his work with originators. Reiner instituted the use of a more detailed registration format for submission of new cultivars, resulting in
Reiner Jakubowski
informative descriptions and historical details for
use in the Peony Registry and related publications.
During his tenure, Reiner compiled and processed approximately 800 peony registrations and worked with originators to produce some of the finest
descriptions available by any ICRA. Additionally, his interest and expertise in peony history has benefited many programs and members within
APS – he’s considered the “go to guy” for historical answers that can only
be done by data mining. The peony world owes Reiner a debt of gratitude
for his expert work which will live on in through APS records – all can be
accessed freely by the public. The American Peony Society wishes Reiner,
Lexi and his family well. Reiner, thank you. Enjoy the extra time, free of
deadlines and duties.
Corresponding Secretary Hazel Cook
Hazel Cook, APS’ long time Corresponding Secretary has decided to retire from the position,
closing her “in-box” to pursue other business opportunities and enjoy family life. You many know
Hazel as our ‘CONTACT’ person, who answered
member emails expertly or redirected them to
others with answers.
Hazel has worn numerous hats for the Society
over the years, and her contributions have helped Hazel Cook
the Society immensely. As a knowledgeable peony fanatic, she has inspired many folks, but you may know Hazel more for
her kind and thoughtful personality. She and her husband Joe are long
time convention attendees and will continue to be a part of the APS. We
wish Hazel all the best in her many interests (Bee Keeping, Prairie Meadows, and of course, peonies).
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The Language of Peonies

Sheath [SHēTH]
Originating from the Old English word sheth or shethe, meaning
“holder of sword”, the word sheath is used to describe the soft papery structure which wraps the carpels and is found in woody and
intersectional peonies. The sheath is an extension of the disk found
in herbaceous peonies. Sheath development is variable among different cultivars depending upon genetic expression of the trait. As
flowers age, the sheath is split, recedes and becomes less visible as
carpels grow to a larger size. Sheath colors vary among cultivars
and may or may not be decorative.
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2022 American Peony Society
Exhibition
David and Linette Sorrentino - Exhibition
Co-Chairs – Chaska, MN

The 2022 Cut Flower and Artistic Design show for APS was held on
June 4th and 5th, 2022 at the Matthaei Botanical Gardens, Ann Arbor, Michigan. This year was a special year for the show. It was aptly
named, “100 Years In Bloom” honoring the W. E Upjohn heirloom peony collection at Nichols Arboretum.
The importance of peony collections and preservation either privately or by public gardens such as Nichols Arboretum was made clear in
this event. The seminars by David Michener and Nastassia Vlasova described the history and tasks involved in keeping collections as such
intact. When the venue is at public places such as Matthaei, there is
always an expected large viewing by the public.
The staff at Matthaei were extremely accommodating as APS took over
their building in preparation for the show and seminars. Our preparation rooms were down a hallway while the exhibition room was in a
large auditorium at one end of the building. The show was staged a
little differently this year. All day Friday was made available to stage
the flowers with a 4PM cut off. Classification and then judging took
place next. Before leaving on Friday evening, the Court of Honor was
selected and all awards were in place.
Because of the late season, Minnesota, Wisconsin and other upper
central states growers had only a few early peonies to show. However,
our 1600 square foot room was filled with blooms by entry deadline
line on Friday. We also had a number of artistic arrangements which
included novice entries by two special young convention participants,
Danica and Eleanor. There were approximately 507 cut flower entries
totaling 672 peonies and 22 artistic arrangements. This is an average
size show for APS. The results for ribbons and awards are on the APS
website under ‘Learn\Awards\Show Results’. The Best in Show list
was also updated to list the locations of the event since APS started
in 1903.
Grand Champion this year was 'Pastelegance' shown by Adelman
Peony Gardens. Carol also won Reserve Champion with a very nice
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'Sonoma Halo', the Sweepstakes and number of Court of Honor
bests. In the Artistic Division, Denese Erickson won both Grand Champion and Reserve Champion with her arrangements. Congratulations
to both for the excellent entries.

Peony 'Pastelegance' Grand Champion.
Carol Adelman

“GREAT LAKES GARDENS” Grand
Champion Design. Denese Erickson

Adelman Peony Gardens displayed a lovely Commercial Exhibit. We
also had an excellent Educational Exhibit. The entry by Nate Bremer
of Solaris Farms displayed a Suffruticosa Group Hybridizing Program
Culls. At first glance one may be surprised that the flowers were culls
but the importance of this display demonstrated that every seedling
is not a candidate for a new variety. It showed how hybridizers need
to be selective in releasing new varieties. This was also demonstrated
by the seedlings entered this year. The seedling committee critiqued
some outstanding flowers but none were selected as Best Seedling for
the Court of Honor.
One change to the schedule this year was the requirements for Division II. No longer is it based on the number of peony plants grown
but on the number of 1st place or Court of Honor ribbons won in past
exhibitions. Division II will now most likely have a smaller number of
entries as those who have shown previously and won ribbons will be
showing in Division I. In the end, all 1st place selections are considered for the Court of Honor. This year, classification committee members scrutinized the entries before judging. It was surprising the num-
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ber of entries that had to be corrected for the proper class but since
American Peony Society is the governing society for nomenclature,
there was a desire to make sure the public sees the correct flower type
matched to its correct name.
In Division 1 a total of 34 -1st, 41-2nd, 27-3rd and 28 honorable mention ribbons were awarded. For Division 2, 9-1st, 7-2nd, 7-3rd and 6
honorable mention ribbons were awarded. Special Awards were giving to Danica Derner and Eleanor Butler for their first-time youth entries in the artistic division.
The show was well received by the public. Matthaei was busy both
days with the public excitingly viewing the awesome peony displays.
Also, APS set up on the patio a book signing by Carol Adelman and David Michener as well as seed sales and cut flower sales. The Exhibition
Team thanks all the convention attendees for their help and volunteerism in making the 2022 show a success. APS is also very grateful
to Alexis Ford and David Michener for their convention planning help
via the University of Michigan and to all the staff at Matthaei Botanical
Gardens.

The peonies dazzled at the 2022 APS Exhibition.
Photo Courtesy Nate Bremer
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2022 American Peony Society Exhibition
EXHIBITON RESULTS
June 4th & 5th , 2022
Matthaei Botanical Gardens – Ann Arbor, Michigan
Exhibition Chairs
David Sorrentino • Linette Sorrentino
SPECIAL AWARDS
Grand Champion Specimen ($50.00 sponsored by APS)
Adelman Peony Gardens

'Pastelegance'

Reserve Champion Specimen ($25.00 sponsored by APS)
Adelman Peony Gardens

'Sonoma Halo'

Best Novice Champion ($25.00 sponsored by APS)
Mary Muellner

'Waucedah Princess'

Allan Rogers Memorial Award (Best Herb. Hybrid) ($25.00 sponsored
by Pacific Northwest Peony Society)
Adelman Peony Gardens

'Pastelegance'

Ben Gowen Memorial Award (Best Double Lactiflora) ($25.00
sponsored by David & Linette Sorrentino)
Adelman Peony Gardens

'Monsieur Jules Elie'

William Seidl Memorial Award (Best Lutea Hybrid) ($25.00 sponsored
by Solaris Farms)
Cory Tiscman / Jeff Delaney

'Elemental'

Best Intersectional Hybrid Award ($25.00 sponsored by Adriana
Feng)
Adelman Peony Gardens

'Sonoma Halo'

Sweepstakes Award - Most Blue Ribbons ($25.00 sponsored by APS)
Adelman Peony Gardens

13 Blue Ribbons
ARTISTIC DESIGN

Grand Champion – Artistic Design ($50.00 sponsored by APS)
Class 6 – "Great Lake Gardens"
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Denese Erickson

Reserve Champion – Artistic Design ($25.00 sponsored by APS)
Class 11 – "Helen V. Smith Woodland Wildflower Garden"
Denese Erickson
Best Novice Design – Artistic Design ($25.00 sponsored by APS)
Class 3 – "Perennial Garden"

Adriana Feng

COURT OF HONOR
Best White Lactiflora

'Henry Sass'

Adelman Peony Gardens

Best Blush Lactiflora

'Mrs. J.H. Neeley'

Mike Miller

Best Pink Lactiflora

'Monsieur Jules Elie'

Adelman Peony Gardens

Best White/Blush/Yellow 'Pastelegance'

Adelman Peony Gardens

Hybrid
Best Pink Hybrid

'Nosegay'

Cory Tischman /
Jeff Delaney

Best Red Hybrid

'Commando'

Adelman Peony Gardens

Best Yellow Intersec-

'Sonoma Halo'

Adelman Peony Gardens

Best Yellow Woody

'Jacks Point'

Colleen Tischman

Best White Woody

'Koshino Yuki'

Carol Schneider

Best Pink Woody

'Elemental'

Cory Tischman /

tional Hybrid

Jeff Delaney
Best Purple Woody

'Waucedah Princess'

Mary Muellner

Best Red Woody

'Maria Teressa'

Solaris Farms

Best Species

p. offic. 'Anemoneflora Carol Schneider
Rosea'

For full results, please see the APS website later in the year.
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APS 2022 Convention Recap
Ann Arbor Michigan
June 2 - 5, 2022
“Tell me something good” goes
the old Chaka Kahn song: the
perfect background music for
reporting on the 2022 American
Peony Society’s convention and
floral exhibition.
It was GOOD to see friends and
fellow peony-lovers after three
long years. Good to take in one of
the nation’s largest collections
of rare lactifloras, browse a lovely arboretum and experience the
artform of bonsai azaleas. Good
to exhibit peonies… and arrange
blooms… and see the public go
“ga-ga” at the flower show. Good
to meet great people, eat, laugh,
laugh and learn. Good to celebrate our society’s award winners, then razz, outbid and raise
funds to support our programs
at the APS auction.
It was good to remember just
why we do this.
Of course, a convention doesn’t
just happen. The peony village

showed up. Our own David Michener provided guidance to all
things Ann Arbor and the University of Michigan. Exhibition
co-chairs Linette and David Sorrentino put together a sumptuous show despite heat, storms
and blowing tents. Our auction,
education, banquet and awards
committees planned beautifully,
presented engagingly and did us
all proud. APS members volunteered, shared knowledge, answered questions and were the
very best peony ambassadors
and advocates to the public.
A final insight? We learned the
promising connections and outcomes of partnering with institutions and syncing with community celebrations – the shared
momentum does us all good!
Thank you, University of Michigan crew.
And for those already dreaming
of New York, see you next year.
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The cornerstone draw was the Nichols Arboretum’s historic W.E. Upjohn Peony Garden
collection at the University of Michigan, featuring one of the nation’s largest collections of rare
lactifloras. The peony garden received a lifetime endowment from the Upjohn family during
the celebration, ensuring its ongoing place in history. (Photo courtesy Steve Smith)

403-18

Look who rocked their floral arranging class! Young members Danica Derner (L) and Eleanor
Butler (R) show off their well-earned rosettes. (Photo courtesy Nate Bremer)

Honk if you love peonies! Check out Sharon Schmidtz’s (our own Bulletin Ad Manager) one
-0f-a-kind peony mobile. (Photo Courtesy Joe Cook)
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Flower-sellers Piet Wierstra, Danica Derner, Mike Miller and Cary Dennis barely kept up with
public demand for fresh-cut peony blossoms. (Photo courtesy Shelly Derner)

Thumbs up! L to R, Terry Plumberg, Chunky Johnson and Steve Smith prep for the exhibition.
(Photo courtesy Joe Cook)
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Speaker/Seminar organizer Lois Girton stands with Dr. Nastassia Vlasova, who shared her work
in peony DNA research. (Photo Courtesy Nate Bremer)
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Hey, Tim, some seedling! Hybridizer Tim Stanek shows off his big blooms. (Photo courtesy Nate
Bremer)
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Convention 2022 Auction Report
Auctria is an auction program originally out of Canada designed specifically for use by nonprofits. While we've used the platform for online
auctions for a few years, the June 2022 Michigan convention was our first
chance to try it for an in-person auction. It worked like a charm. Attendees
were able to review the items for sale several days before the event and we
reduced pages and pages of an auction catalogue to a single sheet. Best of
all, we eliminated the long checkout lines late in the evening. Bidders were
able to pay on their phones, tablets, or computers as soon as they won a bid
or after the auction concluded.
A total of 68 items were available to 63 bidders (couples counted as 1 bidder). We brought in a total of $8,775 with the highest item, at $1025, very
appropriately being the herbaceous hybrid 'Kim' (Bremer, 2019) donated
by Solaris Farms. Solaris Farms was the most generous donor with 14 items.
Oregon Perennial Company, Adelman Peony Garden, Don Hollingsworth
Nursery, Oh My Peonies, Cricket Hill Garden, Sevald Nursery, Grimm's
Peony Farm, and Brooks Gardens were our other commercial donors. In
fact, only 10 items were donated by individuals. Obviously, we've been
relying heavily on our commercial nurseries and need to have more donations from individual members.
If you couldn’t attend the convention, another chance to support APS as
a donor and as a bidder is coming up with our fall online auction, with
donations requested by September 6th and bidding open September 15-18.
Lois Girton and Jill Stevens, co-chairs, auction committee; Mary Muellner,
Nick Maycher, and Leena Liljestrand, committee members.

The APS used the Auctria online auction platform for the first time at the June 2022 convention,
allowing bidders to review items and pay for them on their phones or tablets.
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of the University of Wrocław (Poland)
Zygmunt Kącki and Tomasz Dymny
Botanical Garden, Faculty of Biological Sciences, University of
Wrocław, Poland
One of the oldest Polish Botanical
Gardens is situated in the heart
of the old town of Wrocław, the
capital city of Lower Silesia. It is
located in Ostrów Tumski which
was once the oldest settlement on
the island surrounded by the Odra
River. The garden is in a romantic,
Art Nouveau style location. Nowadays, it is an important element of
the modern and dynamically developing city, known as the "Meeting Place".
One of the interesting and funny
symbols of Wrocław is over 300
figures of dwarfs hidden among
the beautiful monuments or contemporary architecture. The history of these dwarfs dates back to
the 1980s and is associated with
the "Orange Alternative" movement that peacefully ridiculed the
communist system.
Wrocław is an academic city with
the University of Wrocław being
considered a prominent educational institution where thousands of students are educated in
Paeonia mairei

the seven faculties of the university. The establishment of the University of Wrocław dates back to
November 15, 1702. At that time,
a Catholic university began operating called Leopoldina. Then, in
1811, Leopoldina merged with the
Protestant Viadrina University in
Frankfurt (Oder) and the Universitas litterarum Vratislaviensis was
established.
In the same year, the Botanical
Garden was also established. Currently, there are two units of the
Botanical Garden; the oldest one
is in Wrocław covering 7.4 ha. In
1988 the Arboretum Wojsławice,
in Niemcza covering 62 ha is situated in the picturesque area of
the
Strzelińsko–Niemczańskie
Hills in the Sudetes Foreland, 50
km from Wrocław. Both gardens
have a long and interesting history. Outstanding German and
Polish scientists worked in them,
such as Ferdinand Pax and Adolf
Engler, and later prominent Polish
professors, including S. Kulczyński, the first Polish rector of the
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Fig. 1. (A) Peony collection in the Botanical Garden in Wrocław.
Photo Courtesy Joanna Stoga

University of Wrocław after World
War II.
The garden is divided into the
following sections: Systematics,
Ornamental Plants, Water Plants,
Morphology, Alpinarium and
climber plants, Arboretum, and
Greenhouses. In our greenhouses, we have a unique collection
of succulents and tropical plants,
including an unusual collection
of freshwater plants kept in 29
aquariums and paludariums or
outdoor water pools. The peculiarity of the garden stems from
the exhibition of fossils presenting
the development of life on earth,
combined with an exhibition of
rocks and minerals found in Lower Silesia, called the Panorama of
Nature.

The greatest value is our collection of over 15,000 taxa, including numerous old trees. Some
of them such as oaks, Quercus
robur, majestic plane trees, Platanus x orientalis, Ginkgo biloba
and Taxus baccata are over 200
years old. The origin of this garden dates back to the 19th century and is closely related to Fritz
von Oheimb (1850–1928), who began collecting interesting plants
from various climatic zones,
mainly from North America. The
exceptional artistic abilities of
Fritz von Oheimb produced plant
compositions that create a living
image. Until today, huge beeches,
chestnut trees, limes, yews, pines,
spruces, and ancient oaks form
the charm of the Arboretum Wojsławice. It is now one of the most
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beautiful and prolific plant collections in Poland. Its beautiful orchard of old varieties of cherries,
the fruits of which are picked by
tourists, is truly captivating.
In spring, rhododendrons and
azaleas play a leading role, and
the oldest being over 100 years
old, and the festival of colors and
smells of these plants attracts
thousands of plant lovers from all
over Poland. In high summer, daylilies (Hemerocallis), a collection
of around 3,500 varieties and species, become a special attraction.
The garden was granted the status
of Daylily Display Garden by the

American Daylily Society and it is
the second show garden of this
type outside USA and Canada. A
unique part of the Arboretum Wojsławice is the Millennium Garden,
where only ornamental plants of
Polish breeders, including the genus Paeonia, are collected.
A special role in the collection of
the Botanical Garden in Wrocław
and the Arboretum Wojsławice is
played by certified and rich collections of plants known as National Collections, they are the
following: National Collection of
winter-resistant taxa of the Nymphaeaceae family; the Bromelia-

Fig. 1. (B) Botanical Garden in Wrocław in the Arboretum Wojsławice.
Photo Courtesy Tomasz Dymny
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Fig. 2. Part of the ITOH peonies collection, Paeonia 'Hillary', in Arboretum Wojsławice.
Photo Courtesy Tomasz Dymny
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ceae family; the Hamamelidaceae
family; varieties of the historical
Lusatian Rhododendron (cultivar
Seidla); the genus of Hemerocallis¸ Hedera, Anubias, Echinodorus,
Buxus. Vinca, and Hydrangea; and
finally, the National Collection of
the Paeonia genus.
Originally, the collection of peonies was developed in the 1980s in
the Botanical Garden in Wrocław
(Fig. 1A), but now most of the
collection is located in the Arboretum Wojsławice (Fig. 1B). The
cultivation of peonies in the Arboretum Wojsławice was started in
1921 by Fritz von Oheimb, and he
had over 550 varieties of perennial
peonies in his collection. Currently, no trace of the old collection remains. Only one specimen of the
bush peony lived to a ripe old age
and was identified by John Sales,
an English specialist at The National Trust for Places of Historic
Interest or Natural Beauty, as Paeonia x suffruticosa ‘Joseph Rock’.
In total, the whole collection currently holds 22 species (including
Paeonia anomala subsp. veitchii,
P. broteri, P. daurica, P. daurica
subsp. mlokosewitschii, P. mascula, P. maieri, P. emodi, P. peregrina, P. cambessedesii, P. obovata,
P. tenuifolia, and P. ludlowii, and P.
ostii) and more than 600 varieties.
It is the largest Peony collection in
Poland.

There are numerous varieties of
peonies from Europe, America,
Asia (Russia, China, Japan), as
well as New Zealand. Since 2019,
we included peonies from the Itoh
group and now it is the biggest
assemblage in Poland and is still
increasing (Fig. 2). The Peony collection is divided into eight thematic groups: Itoh peonies, shrub
peonies, full-flowered peonies,
semi-double-flowered peonies,
single-flowered peonies, anemones and Japanese peonies, and
Polish-bred peonies. Polish breeders have created new varieties
since the end of the 19th century.
Highly appreciated in horticulture
are the Polish older varieties, such
as 'Barbara', 'Ewelina', 'Jadwiga', 'Krystyna', 'Hania', 'Ursyn
Niemcewicz'( Fig. 3A), 'Ursynów', 'Wóycicki' and 'Władysława' (Fig. 3B).
The latest polish variety is Paeonia 'Sunny Kiss' with nice yellowcream-peach single flowers bred
by M. Czupińska in 2020. However,
a few old varieties of Polish breeding (bred before 1939) have disappeared irretrievably, and these include the following: 'Hoseriana',
dark magenta, 'Matejko', dark
magenta, and 'Moniuszko', crimson purple.
For the past 6 years, a Peony Festival has been held in mid-June in
the Aboretum Wojsławice, during
which lectures and exhibitions are
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Peony (Paeonia lactiflora) 'Ursyn Niemcewicz'.
Photo Courtesy Joanna Stoga

organized regarding peonies of
various varieties, floristic shows,
specialist advice, and garden fairs.
A thematic walk with the curator
of the peony collection presenting
fascinating secrets of biology and
various flowers is organized. This
spectacular event makes a big impression on visitors because most
of the collection is grown on the
gentle southern slopes of the hills
(273.6–297.7 m above sea level).
The Botanical Garden in Wrocław
and the Arboretum Wojsławice are
major tourist attractions during
the flowering of peonies and
during the Peony Festival when
the garden is visited by thousands
of tourists and enthusiasts.

In 2019, we started a pilot study
on flower variability, flowering
intensity, and the content of chlorophyll in the leaves of peonies
from the Itoh group in three periods of the vegetative season. The
collection of peonies is constantly
expanded and enriched with new
varieties and species as part of
the Index seminum exchange and
thanks to international cooperation. Very soon, we will be able to
establish an official collaboration
with Chinese scientists from the
Luoyang Academy of Agriculture
and Forestry.
The Botanical Garden is a very
popular place for relaxation and
ecological education as well as a
protected place for endangered
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Peony (Paeonia lactiflora) 'Władysława'.
Photo Courtesy Tomasz Dymny

plant species in Poland. It has received many awards as the greatest tourist attraction in the region
and provides many educational
workshops. More than 200 years
of history and the rich, varied
collections of plants from almost
all climatic zones of the world attract thousands of visitors annually. Tourists are delighted with
numerous events, charming architecture, and the abundance of
plant collection, as well as winter
illuminations adapted to the natural rhythm of plant life. The garden is open every day from April
to November, and throughout this
entire period it is full of amazing
colorful plants.

AUTHORS:
Zygmunt Kącki (zygmunt.kacki@uwr.edu.
pl)
Tomasz
edu.pl)

Dymny

(tomasz.dymny@uwr.

Botanical Garden of the University of
Wrocław
Faculty of Biological Sciences
University of Wrocław
Sienkiewicza Str 23
50-335 Wrocław
https://www.facebook.com/OgrodBotanicznyUWr
https://www.facebook.com/ArboretumWojslawice
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Growing Peonies in Containers
Jim Sampson | Rarity Gardens | Mt. Hood, Oregon
We are commonly asked, “Can
you grow peonies in containers?”
meaning, “Can I plant this in a
large permanent planter on my
patio/deck/balcony?” We highly
discourage it because it will take
a couple of years to reach full
bloom that only lasts two weeks.
Eventually, the peony’s massive root
system will begin
crowding the pot,
inhibiting its ability
to hold water and
nutrients, and creating a dependency
for frequent watering.

hundred herbaceous peonies each
year to support early season sales
to customers we can’t persuade
to wait for bareroot fall planting.
These pots are held until the second spring, (1½ years in the pot),
to ensure abundant root development.

As a tiny, (literally
two person), Momand-Pop nursery,
lacking economies
of scale and located miles from the
nearest horticultural suppliers, our
methods are old
school compared
'Hilary' in a container.
to large commerA different question is the feasibility of growing cial growers. These methods are
peonies in containers (i.e. nursery offered for gardeners, and other
pots). Yes, very good results are small growers. Special topics inpossible if extra attention is paid clude pot size, root size, soil mix,
to some special needs. We need irrigation, overwintering, weed
to resist potting up those old, in- control, rodent damage, shade
ferior cultivars, and share explicit and insolation, and outplanting.
instructions with those doing the
final planting. Although we grow Pot Size: We like 2- or 3-gallon,
all our Hosta and daylilies in pots, black nursery ‘squat’ pots for their
most of our peonies are field grown economy of soil media, footprint
from bareroot divisions planted in in the shade house, and ease of
the fall. We do, however, pot a few handling for customers. Bigger is
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better if plants are to be held longer or if accelerated growth, (via
intense fertilization) is practiced.
Recycled pots are washed, disinfected by soaking in a 15% solution of household bleach (5-6%
sodium hypochlorite) and dried
before use. We haven’t had issues
with pot-bound plants, although
APS member Eleanor Tickner
shared sound advice on pot bound
peony roots in an earlier Bulletin
article.1
Root Size, Position, and Condition: A standard three to five eye
division with generous storage
roots and healthy crown is ideal. Large storage roots may support six to eight eyes, but excessive numbers of eyes should be
pruned away to balance demand
on the new root system. Itohs typically need the larger pots to accommodate their size and shapes.
Avoid letting storage roots press
against the sides or bottom of
the pot, trim back if necessary.
It’s important to anticipate the
customer’s planting skills. While
it’s no big deal to plant roots extra high or low in the pot for the
time they’re at the nursery, doing
so can disguise the proper depth
when they are outplanted. Additionally, uniformity of practices
from pot to pot is a cornerstone of
successful container production.
A block of plants in the can yard
of various heights, growth stages

and condition make efficient culture unnecessarily difficult.
Soil Mixes: We prefer to mix our
own potting soil, a mere five or
six cubic yards per year. An old
cement mixer does a quick and
thorough job. Having calibrated its output, we can accurately
measure and incorporate the prescribed fertilizers and limes into
a mix that can be potted immediately without aging. We source
the three base materials locally:
washed sharp sand from a quarry, baled ground peat moss from
local retailers and ground hemlock bark from nearby lumber
mills. The expense of purchasing
at retail is more than offset by the
elimination of delivery or transportation charges from a distant,
bulk premix provider. Better yet, is
the flexibility to customize mixes
for different crops.
For peonies, our starting point is
the old UC Mix C which uses a 1:1
ratio of sharp sand and ground
peat with added limes and fertilizers as prescribed. In addition, we
include an equal portion of fresh
ground hemlock bark, thus now
a 1:1:1 mix. The entire UC book is
viewable online. (Tables for fertilizer recipes are on pp.68-80.)2 Developed in the 1950’s this adaptable mix became obsolete as
being too heavy for long distance
shipping (not an issue for us). It’s
essential that the sand, peat, and
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bark are intimately mixed, completely separating the peat fibers
with sand grains. Wind or water
borne sands work, but are less effective than sharp-edged, crushed
sand. This mix re-wets easily and
doesn’t shrink in the pot, (severe
faults of some peat mixes. It encourages the branching of small
feeder roots which improves overall root penetration throughout
the pot. It decants well when outplanted in the field or landscape,
easily allowing many perimeter
roots to be gently dislodged and
spread into the hole while transplanting.
Another indispensable reference
is Modern Potting Soils by A.C.
Bunt which is priceless for its
coverage of organic components
of bark, compost, manures, sawdusts, rice hulls, etc.
Irrigation: Our UC mix holds water well, but obviously needs the
water to get into the pot. Peonies in containers, (and the field)
shed overhead watering effectively outwards to the foliage drip
line. A very small percentage falls
directly into the plant’s center
crown from rain, overhead sprinklers or even hand watering. Extra
attention needs to address this
using special measures like drip
emitters, or slower, longer more
frequent overhead applications.
In soils, precipitated water percolates downward with very little

lateral motion, making a vertical
plume of moisture. Pots tilted due
to unlevel ground will develop
wet and dry zones. Some mixes,
when completely dry, shrink leaving a gap between the media and
pot, causing applied water to run
down this gap and out the bottom, failing to be absorbed and
held for the roots.
Overwintering: Herbaceous peonies are incredibly cold hardy.
Even those left unprotected in
pots above ground where their
roots and soil are frozen solid for
weeks are unharmed. (Not true
for tree peonies, which we never
leave in exposed pots.) But herbaceous peonies suffer greatly
during freeze and thaw cycles in
late winter when the upper media thaws and releases water that
rewets and then refreezes the
crown. A solution is to lay pots
on their side until spring when
they can be righted again. Also
effective is shading the pots with
conifer boughs, micro-foam frost
blankets, tarps, etc. An overwintering polyhouse is ideal and potted tree peonies deserve these.
Weed Control and Rodent Damage: Starting with clean potting
soil, a covered shade house, and
just a few hundred potted peonies
make hand weeding manageable.
(Wish that was true for field stock!)
Visiting deer and elk herds avoid
the bitter phenolics peony foliage
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Peony root crown showing new feeder root growth in the fall.

Mature root crown of peony 'Early Scout'.
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contains. In our fields, moles and
gophers also cause little damage, also repelled by the same
compounds. Many autumns ago,
we couldn’t field plant so potted
up several hundred roots to wait
out the winter. Left sitting above
ground they survived in perfect
condition except for ˈCoral Charmˈ
and ˈCoral Sunsetˈ. Field mice had
excavated burrows in the bottom
of many pots yet had avoided
their roots. The corals, however,
provided a tasty buffet and were
devoured to the last bite! Nowadays preparing for winter includes
bait stations in the can yard.
Shade and Insolation: Peony foliage handles intense summer sun
with ease, but root temperature
is a different story! Like clematis,
peony roots resent overheated
soil and the foliage visibly displays this abuse. In-ground peonies with their massive and deep
roots easily endure this weakness.
Container grown peonies, however, will punish you for this neglect.
In March and April, potted plants
experience earlier warming than
field stock, with noses breaking
ground and growing faster than
their in-ground cousins. But by
mid-May and on into summer, the
roots in those black pots are easily overheated, especially those

closest to the plastic. Oversized
pots may provide some relief, but
a better solution is to grow potted
peonies in a shade house.
Outplanting:
Growers
are
equipped with the requisite skills
for transplanting. We have an obligation to thoroughly communicate to gardeners the details
necessary to successfully establish their plants. Peonies have an
especially critical requirement of
planting depth with a narrow tolerance between too deep and too
shallow. Pot grown peonies have
two overlooked vulnerabilities in
this regard. The first is a common
tendency to plant container stock
so that it finishes just a bit lower
than the parent soil around it. If
the crown is already deep within the pot, then the final position
is too deep. Also, it is common to
underestimate the amount of immediate and long-term settling
a root ball will experience as the
disturbed soil beneath it reconsolidates downwards. Both actions increase the risk of excessive depth.
In conclusion, we don’t recommend peonies in large, permanent planters. On the other hand,
well-rooted container grown
plants of superior cultivars make
an excellent nursery product.

1

Eleanor’s article is available online at http://midatlanticpeony.org/potted_roots.html

2

https://openlibrary.org/works/OL16734280W/The_U._C._system_for_producing_
healthy_container-grown_plants
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Canadian Peony Society

Darlene Kalfass, Immediate Past President- peony.ca

The Canadian Society is pleased
to announce that Judi Denny
is the recipient of the Lifetime
Achievement Award for 2022.
For over 25 years, Judi’s work has
elevated the stature of the Canadian Peony Society. Her continued contributions as a mentor,
advocate and peony enthusiast
have been immeasurable. The
honor was presented to Judy virtually on June 4, 2022 at the Annual General Meeting
Judi has been an involved member of the Canadian Peony Society since its inception in 1998,
and has served as the Ontario
Director on the Canadian Peony
Society Board since 2015.

Judi Denny, recipient of the CPS 2022 Lifetime
Achievement Award

Judi has a huge influence on membership with her incredible enthusiasm
and knowledge. She is an active volunteer, from representing the CPS at the
Canada Blooms Festival in Toronto to serving as the driving force with the
Peterborough Garden Show, to her longtime volunteerism with the Oshawa
Peony Festival.
She was instrumental in saving the peony collection of well-known nurseryman Wally Gilbert, finding his plants a home at the Oshawa Botanical
Garden. This section of the Botanical Garden – now known as the Michael
and Judi Denny Peony Garden - includes many peonies from the Denny’s
personal collection.
Judi has been an integral part of the success of the Canadian Peony Society. We will continue to rely on her expertise as the Canadian Peony Society
historian., and congratulate her on a very well-deserved 2022 Achievement
Award.
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Duluth Peony Society
Elizabeth Donley, President

Don Kienholz, Meghan Kimber, Kristin Hill, and I spent an afternoon in
Leif Erickson Park with people and the peonies, sharing good peony cheer,
information, and photo opportunities in our crafted, 80-bloom frame. Duluth had a weather challenging start to peony season, very cold, very wet,
very hot, perfect: a long and beautiful season.
This same week in June, our Duluth Peony Society Flower Show was on
display at the Longview Tennis Club. The peony frame was available there
as well. Several hundred people enjoyed the annual show.
'Pink Parfait' was voted favorite peony in show. 'Leda,' 'Helen Matthews,'
'Friendship,' 'Scarlet Heaven,' 'Garden Treasure,' and 'The Fawn' all
tied for second place. We are planning a planting and fall care afternoon
in the park in September. We had a wonderful successful season, and are
grateful for this boundless beauty.

'Minnie Shaylor'
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Midwest Peony Society

Mike Miller, President - greatsealpeonies@gmail.com

It is with great pleasure, we congratulate our very own, Sheryl Lawson on
becoming APS’s corresponding secretary. Sheryl has been an active Midwest
member for several years. She will be a great asset for APS. We are sure that
as you get to know her you will appreciate her as much as we do.
We also want to recognize the Midwest members who attended APS 2022
convention, Carey Dennis, Sheryl Lawson and Mike Miller.
Our annual fall auction will be held on September 30, 2022 at Lyndon City
Hall, 515 Wood Road, Louisville KY 40222. Beginning at 6:00 pm, with a
carry in dinner. We will provide the meat and drinks. The fall root auction
with begin right after dinner. Always a fun time.

Minnesota Peony Society
David Sorrentino

Minnesota Peony Society is getting back on track after COVID shut down
most of its activities. Early this past June, MPS held a member’s picnic at
Rosland Park in Edina, MN and attendees brought some very nice peonies
for an informal show. A wonderful raspberry cake won the dessert contest.
This fall, MPS has scheduled an educational event and peony fundraiser
for the last Sunday in September, 2022. Nate Bremer, APS president, will
be presenting a talk on “Insider Information – Investing in New, Novel and
Not-to-Miss Introductions for Your Peony Collection”. There will also be
the always popular root dividing demonstration.
This is also a rebuilding year for MPS as there will be an election of officers
and board members. MPS is looking for volunteers for some positions. Location and details will be posted on the MPS web site since Bachman’s on
Lyndale will not be available. Many locations in Minnesota are reporting
drought like conditions this year. Watering has become necessary when the
peonies are looking drought stressed. Minnesota also lost two commercial growers to retirement. Thank you, Harvey Buchite of Hidden Springs
Flower Farm and Laverne Dunsmore of Countryside Gardens, for your
support and contributions to the Minnesota Peony Society.
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Wisconsin Peony Society

Cory Tischman, President – contact at wipeonysociety.president@gmail.com

I’ve been working on getting new beds tilled in order to transplant some of
the seedlings that have outgrown the raised beds where they were first sown.
I estimate there to be around 200 tree peony seedlings and around the same
amount of herbaceous peony seedlings that need to be transplanted. Looking
back at my records, I was a little ambitious and made 1326 crosses that year.
I need to make room as I have all of the new seed I have collected this year,
which so far has not been fruitful. Most of the crosses ended up producing
hollow seed with a couple of firm seeds, so all in all, it was worth the time. A
few more seedlings bloomed this year so hopefully there will be more to evaluate next year! Hybridizing peonies can be a long and arduous process with
many pitfalls, but it is rewarding when you start to see some of your creations
bloom for the very first time. Suddenly all of that work and wait was worth it.
Our fall auction is still on for October 1st and will be in person. This may be
subject to change in order to accommodate the safety of our members. More
details will be coming soon as plans
become more finalized and will be
posted on our website.
We are constantly on the lookout for
interested individuals who would
like to volunteer or be interested in
a leadership position in one of our
committees. If you are interested, or
maybe want to know more, you can
contact me using the email address
above. Otherwise, if you want to find
out about what we are doing here in
Wisconsin, check out our website:
www.wipeonysociety.org or visit us
on Facebook: ‘Wisconsin Peony Society Group’.
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W12925 Mielke Rd
Marion, WI 54950
920-858-7020
ohmypeonies.com
3-year Herbaceous and
ITOH peonies
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Peony Roots
for All Gardens Big & Small
Looking for elegance, drama, or simply a cheerful garden makeover?
Peony USA is your source. With over 100 peony cultivars from
which to choose, and the vast array of rich colors, sizes, and shapes,
the possibilities for your vision are limitless!
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• Now with rounded corners •

• Now with rounded corners •

Durable, affordable
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www.peonyparadise.com

Europe’s Largest Collection of
PEONIES!
• R2 Flowers B.V. is a worldwide

broker in Peonies.

• Import and Export of Peonies.
• Buying of Peony seeds and

Peony Showgarden Holland

Seedlings.
• European distribution of
Peonies.
• We are founder of the Peony
Showgarden Holland.
• The largest collection of
Peonies in Europe.
• We receive hundreds of
visitors per season from all
over the world.

Peony Showgarden Holland

R2 Flowers B.V. / Peony Showgarden Holland
For information: r.jong@r2flowers.nl
www.peonyshowgarden.com
www.r2peony.com
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Peony Showgarden Holland

Quality
Herbaceous Peonies
Grown in rich Iowa soil.

The ORIGINAL 100% Stainless
Steel Plant Markers
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- Designer Series Markers

Free list of varieties.
— Wholesale Only —

Brother P-Touch Products
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to label your garden

A-1 Nursery

Now offering

2842 Fremont Avenue

Custom Engraving

Shenandoah, IA 51601

& Label Printing
www.kincaidplantmarkers.com
support@kincaidgardens.com
816-324-4931

a1nurseryshenandoah@gmail.com

Use code PEONY-GYR at checkout
to receive discount on plant markers

TM

phone (712) 534-2595

Advanced Generation
Hybrid Woody &
Herbaceous Peonies

Browse & Order Online
7510 Pinesva Rd., Reedsville, WI 54230
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“Nature is ever at work…chasing
everything in endless song out of
one beautiful form into another.”
—John Muir

'Lagodekhi Sunrise' Hans Maschke, Photo courtesy of Ruud Warmerdam

